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3 Reader, | 


HE Deſign of the following 7 rea. 
EZ > | tiſe, is thy ſpiritual Advantage's 


2 * that by diſplaying the Heavenly - i 

LS) Glory to the Eyes of thy. Mindy. thou | 

JL j may'/t have thy Aﬀettions and H, 
fires ſtirred up 10 chooſe: it as: — 


2 = 8 12 


chiefet T7 reaſure; and Then, where cb 
ſure is, thy Heart will ſoon be alſo. Aud pers” 
haps here is as much ſaid to engage thy Aﬀeions, 
as has been any where written upon this: Subject 
And which, through the divine Bleſſing may . 
in thee thoſe Breathings after the Happineſs Bert 
deſcribed, which may iſſue in thy eternal Fruition © 
eit. It does not indeed pretend to give u Ga. 
Pbical Deſcription thereof (for it does not yet 
appear what we ſhall be) Zu il gives” fue 
_ Deſepiption of it as the divine Oraotss 20711 har 
Bs; Beweg wherein the N ure oc. a Hare 
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dick daes cif confit and reſolving the SO 
ahſtruſe and curious Queſtions about it, according 
to the Word of Truth. 
Ad ſeeing Love and Defire are FY Wings of 
the Soul, by which it flies towards Heaven, 
doubt not but the devout Soul will bere find thoſe | 
Attraftives that will inſenſibiy draw it thither : 
For what can more engaze our Affections, than 
the Deſire of bebolding that bright eternal Excel- 
tenty, who is altogether Deſirous ; and whom the 
| Church deſcribes as fairer than the Children of 
Men! And if be was ſo in the Days of his 
: A Humiliation, how much more Glorious is he on the 
ED. 2 brone, being crowned with Glory and Honour, 
* the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaks? | 
But altho* gloriousThirgs be ſpoken of the City 
| 0 Gop, which is repreſented to us as an eternal 
+ Pxcellency, and the Joy of many Generations; 
FJaeͤl aſter the largeſt Deſcriptions, we ſhall be fort'd 
WM to acknow!:dge, when we tome to Heaven, what | 
k Joe Rueen of Sheba did, when ſhe ſaw the Glory | 
TS V Solomon, That the half has not been told us. 
Hoover, There is enough lo engage our Hearts, | 
1 and raviſb our Affections, ond to make us cry out | 
E -. .go7tb. David, How amiable are wy T abernacles, = 
O Lord of Hoſts ! . i 
. But as Love and Defire carries us after that | BH 
E mwobich we apprehend to be Amiable and Lovely 4 
Jo Fear is a Paſſion of the Soul, whereby-#t 7 
bu, aud wo0ids, whatcyer 10 e WA 4 1 


To IT Hann | 


off | Evil. And this Paſſion-works as ſtrongly in n = nn 
vw IN Souls, as Love and Defire does in others, Ant v 
f to theſe the Viſions of Hell may be as uſeful, ta . 
fright em from it, as the Viſions of Heaven, 13 
draw the others to it. Here you may, as it were, 
lay your Ears to the Mouth of Tophet, and bear. 
the doleſul Lamentations of thoje lo V. retches, 
that through a vain Purſuit of ſinful Pleaſure, 
have brought upon themſelves eternal Miſeries. 
Here you may ſee bow they too ſoon lament thee 
Tarments lis too late to heig. And theſe ſhould, 
ta all wiſe conſidering Perſons, Je looked.on. as ſq 
P many Sea Marks, to warn others to avordthe like. 
Deſtruction 1 4 
The Author 40 the Hebrows tells 163 2 hat 1 
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a being moved with Fear, prepared, an Ark 10 
the ſaving of his Houſs: : A if the bear of. he 
# Torments of Hell(which, are here o lively. ae, 5 
ö move any Souls to get into the Ark, Chriſt Fejus, 2 
and /o avoid the Wrath'to tome," ik l *. an Os I 
I /peakable Mercy. 1 
Mer let any one be ſtumbled that this is WER 2g 4 
vered under the Similitude of @ Viſion : For 6 # | ud 
long as the Truths herein convey'd-are according: - 
* to the Analogy of Faith,” the. Dreſs, in which Toy 75 4 
are Put may be very well diſpenſed with, - I baus 
aune herein like the Phyſicians, who Put their 
4 Feet in ſome pleajant Vebicle, . 23 tt; £ „ 4 4 
dure the egſier with their Patients. . 
1 the N rt Heaven has been 2 taking wider 275 | Eo 2 4 
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he red in ain * AED 


= ee: "3 Re Thy Souls Wall. wiſber, 


To the Eons; 


Similitude of a Dream, why ſhould not ! the Jour 


ney's End be as acceptable under the Similitude 
Fa Viſion? Nay why ſhould it not be more ac- 
ceptable, ſince the End is preferable to the Means, 
and Heaven to the ay that brings us thitber? The 
Pilgrim met with many Difficulties, but here they 
are all over : All Storms and Tempeſts here, are 
e in Silence and Serenity. 

Let's ſtay no longer here then, but mount 55. 
ther upon the Golden Wings of Faith and Love: 


For lo! the Winter is paſt, the Rain is over 


and gone; the Flowers appear on the Earth, 


the Time of the ſinging of Birds is come, and 
the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land ; 
= Tea the Bleſſed Bridegroom of our Souls calls to 


us, Ariſe, my Love, my fair One, and come 


away. Which, Reader, ihat thou may g make 
<= . 9 to 11 is the 2 fre and Prayer of, 


J. B. 
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. | „ Ihe Introduction. 3 8 — 
HEN Wicked and Profess N - 
have gone on in a Courſe of + Feng 2, 
that degree, that they can ſcarce hope for PA 
don; and find they have reaſon to feat the 
Judgment of GOD for their Sins; chey ; 
- gin at firſt to wiſh that there was. no G . 
puniſh them, which they think theit Late 
and ſo by degrees come to perſuade them 
that there is none: And then they EL 
ſelves, to ſtudy for Argue 0-6 
| Opinion and Prove What g are 
Believe. It was with one of th 
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0 2 The world to — oh © 55 N 
me, That there was neither Cod nor Devil, * 
Heaven nor Hell; and that thoſe things were 
only the Politick Inventions of ſuch as were 


willing to keep the World in awe: Juſt (fays 
he) as we talk of Bug- bears to aſrighten Chil- 
dren. It was not without Horror and Trem- 
bling that I firſt heard this Diſcourſe ; and there- 
fore I uſually left him, when he began upon theſe | 
Topicks; but his ſpeaking of them to me ſo of- 
ten, at laſt prevail d with me to conſider what 
grounds he had for what he faid ; and from 
this Time I found my Mind perplex' d with ſo 
much Trouble and Darkneſs, that I could hardly 
bear up under it: For I knew not howto make 
out, to my own Satisfaction, thoſe Truths, 
which before appeared to me Self-evident. I 
could not think there was no GOD, but with 
the greateſt Horror; yet I call'd in queſtion 
the Truth of his Being, I would not have par- 
ted with my Hopes of Heaven, to have been 
mate Heir of all the World ; and yet I queſ- 
tioned whether there was any ſuch Place or 
State: And I began to doubt whether there 
J was any Hell, and yet at the ſame time thought, 
I found the F lames of it flaſhing in my Face. 
E = Thus was my mind diſtracted with apparent 
Contradictions; ; and [ found I was involved 
in a Labyrinth of Confuſion, out of. which: Fl 
had no Clue to Extricate my ſelf : In this pas. 
_ Pens e went to . 12 | 8 N 
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7 2 of Heaven — Hell. 


N to ſee he Comfort he cou'd adminiſter to 
as me; (which was like Saul's going tothe Witch 
e | Of Endor, when GOD had forſaken him) But 
what he ſaid, did more Confound than Satisfie 


1 me. He indeed laught at my Fears, pretended i 
5 to pity my Weakneſs, and ſeem'd to hug him- 
. ſelf in the Freedom and Liberty which he en- 
joyed. He told me he was never moleſted in 

fo the Proſecution of what he had to do, by the 


frightful Mormo's of a Future State, or of an 
2 After-Reckoning; That Nature was the great 
L Miſtreſs of the Univerſe, and that therefore 
. he follow'd her Dictates; and that all the care 
he took was, ſo to live here; that when his 4 
Duſt ſhou'd be next impregnated, it might be 
1 into ſome delightful Species of Beings: Whick + 3 
z | would likewiſe in a great Meaſure be owing te 
the Place of his Burial ; for if he were kd 
in a Church, or laid up in a Vault, twas bes 


his Duſt might be turned into h N 8 
— or Serpents; and therefore he deſigned to h 
ried ina Field or Garden, if he could; that 

% his Aſhes might ſ pring up in curious and delights.” 4 
3 ful Flowers; which was the utmoſt 1 bh 
be could propoſe to himſelf; and ſhould Re 

1 very well ſatisfied to find all thoſe Spirits 1 
3 | Lowers he was now poſſeſſed of, exerted in h? 
1211 Ks 25 8 * Beauties 5 N ature. And. ou 25 0 
> 3.0 , rn ke be bai 365 . 


114 

1. SE. 

4 wt © : 
” a o i. * . 

A OS I * 

9 LY 

N 

89 


— eh be b3. 
| 4 2 7 be World to "Owe: I 4 3 5 | 
- might ſome Ages hence, again Impregnate a 
Human Body ; as he believ'd he had done 
many Ages paſt. 

I then urg'd the Scriptures t al. is 
unintelligible Sykem , but he E. xploded that as 
being only the Engine, by which Politick Men 
brought about their Defigns: And that to prove 
260 by the Scriptures, was the ſame thing - 
| as to prove the Divine Original of the 8 
WE © cures, by the Being of a GOD. 

BY _ Theſe Diſcourſes of bis, putting me ſtill ou 
further Doubts, I became ſo uneaſie, that wy. 
Life was a Burthen to me; 1 dreaded to be left 
to the Belief of thoſe curſed Notions, and yer 
ey continually run in my mind: L wiſh*d'a 
thouſand times I. had never heard them, and yet 

- eu were ever before ing. What! (aid! to my 
ſelf) is all my hopes of Heaven nothing but a 
vain Chimera? Have I ſerv'd Godfor nought,? = 
8 rather have I fancied one, when mieren is NO 
41 * Jock Being? It is impoſſible to tell the Ago- 
1 N 1 felt. upon my giving way to ſuch. 
1 WM Thoughts as. theſe, which ſtill with greater 
4 . Joree allaulted me ; until at Jaſt I was horricd 
F- „ 1 the utmoſt. Pitch of Deſperation: Why 
= [- BE mot ould. I linger thus (thought I) between Pei 
ind 8 ? Is it not Feng Gig 1 
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my ſelf; and in order thereunto went out one 
Morning to an adjacent Wood, where I inte- 
ded to act this Bloody Tragedy ; ; which, as! 
was about to commit, methought I heard a ſe- 
cret Whiſper, ſaying, O Epenetus, Plunge 6 
thy [elf in everlaſting Miſery, to gratiſie thy Soul's 
worſt Enemy : That fatal Siroke thou art about 
to give, ſeals up thy own Damnation: For if 
there be a GOD, as ſure there is, bow can you. 
hope for Mercy from him, when 9 
defiroy his Image? From hene ſegret 
Wuhitper came, I knew not; but do believe 
it was from God: For ] am ſure it came witz 
ſo much Power, it made me fling away 9 
Inſtrument with which had deſigned to of. 2 
Violence to my own Life; and ſhew'd me. i * — 
moment, the Wickedneſs thereof. The Tor- © 2 
ror of this Barbarous Intention ſer all my Joints. 3 3 
a Trembling, that I could hardly ftand £ Ang.” 
then the fatal Precipice of my deſign'ds Dex 
ſtruction was repreſented to me in that frightful 
View, that J could not but acknowledge or 
57. Þ Deliverance to be the Work of ſome'Inviſibk SR 
d and Spiritual Power, that came ſo ene 5 
* to my Reſcue. And Gratitude oblig'd 1 me iy. 
5 eh him! hanks ; 5 Il 1 kneeled do 2 on 
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: 6 8 e World to Come : Or, SY 
thine Image, J give thee humble Thanks : 7, es, . 
O thou Sovereign Being of all Beings, I give thee "2 


— 
p >. 
” — 


1 


Thanksthat 1 am ſtill alive, and able to acknow- 


. "Hedge there is ſuch a Being: O do not hide thyfelf 


from my beholding, in ſuch thick Clouds of Dart 
neſs ;. but let the Sun of Glory ſhine upon me, aud 
© Chaſe away the Blackneſs of my bemghted Soul : 


| on that J may never more Queſtion thy Being or 
. -Ommipotence, which ] have bad this moment </o 


great Experience of. 
Then rifing from my Knees, 1 went a 


ſat me un upon a Bank, my Mind being 
greatly taken up with the dearing Thoughts 


of that Eternal Goodneſs that had flo eminently 
Saved me from the dreadful Gul ph of Ever- 
laſting Ruin, when I was juſt a going to plunge 


my ſelf into it. And now methought 1 could 
not but admire that I ſhould be fo ſottiſh to 
call in queſtion the Being of a Deity; which 
4 $ every Creature was a- witneſs of; ; and hich a 
Man's own Conſcience, more than a thouſand 


_ Witneftes could not but dictate to him. 
Now whilſt my Thoughts were taken up 


S NE theſe Meditations, as I fat upon the Bank, 


I was ſuddenly ſurrounded with a Glorious 
Light, the exceeding Brightneſs whereof was 2 


2 4 — 


* I had never ſeen any thing like it be- 


81 5 this both ſurprized and a0 me, and 
* llt I was wondering from hence 1 . 
2K ſaw e * me a Glorious“ Fa PP Pear: 


2 8 
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| Appearance, repreſenting the Perſon of a Man, 
but circled round about with lucid Beams of Þþ 
inexpreſſible Light and Glory, which ſtreamd 
from him all the Way he came: His Counte- 
nance was very Awful, and yet mix'd with ſuch”  _ 
an Air of Sweetneſs, as render'd it extrem 
Pleaſing, and gave me ſome ſecret hopes he 
came not to me as an Enemy, and yeeFknew. -Þ 
not how to bear his bright Appearance; and 
endeavouring to ſtand upon my Feet, I foon. 3 
found I had no more Strength in me, and ſo 
fell flat down upon my Face. But by the kind 
Aſſiſtance of his Arm, I was ſoon ſet upon ny. | 
Feet again and new Strength was put into me 
which I ſoon perceiving, addreft my ſelf to. the. - 
bright Form before me, ſayings. O my ſhining 
Deliverer who ha# invigorated my feeble Bach. 
and reſtored me to new Life; how ſhall I 40. DL. 
knowledge my T hankfulneſs. and i in what manner. 
hall ] adore thee? NING 
To which he replyed, both with an Alf 0 , 5 


et and | Mildnef, Pay hy ee + 


o 


| Fw falling into that' E n 
ben wert going to plunge than I =_ 
his touch'd-my leut Tens 8 6 2 
bp own Uiworthyneſs, that mY n 


"melted within me, and E could. not ebe, 


r 
WW 


* I 


8 7 be - World, to 8 f Or, 


|. crying out, O how utterly een am ZLef all 
Ibis Grace and Mercy? 
To which the Heavenly Meſſenger ed 
The Divine Majeſty does not conſult in ſewing 
Mercy, thy Unworthyneſs, but his own unboun- 
ded Goodneſs, and incomprebenſible Love : He 
F . ſaw with how much Malice the grand Enemy of 
Souls deſired thy Ruin, and let him go on with © 
bopes of overcoming thee but ſtill upheld thee by 
us ſecret Power; through which, when Satan 
bpbought himſelf moſt ſure, the ſnare is broken, 
and thou art eſcaped, Theſe Words made me 
break forth in this Extatick Rapture. 


oO who the depths of this great Love can tell, 
5 Tt [ave a tempted ſinking Soul from Hell! 
O Glory, Glory to my Saviour's Name, 
I 875 Il throughout all Eternity proclaim ! 
| Ae when 1 on the Brink of Ruin lay, 

Ser me from him who would my Soul betray : 
And now 1 KNOW, thy* 1 no God would own, 
The LORD is GOD, yea, He is GOD alone | 


Ang. Mell, ſaid this Heavenly Viſion, with 
exled Countenance, That you may never 
3 40 any mate of the Reality of Eternal Things, 
tbe Erde coming to you, is to convince you 
of the, truth a ahem ; not by Faith only, but 5 
eh e For Iwill ſhew you ſuch things as 


Fever yet beheld by mortal Eye; and to has”: | 
end; ; Jour Wes 3 js Lrengtbened, ad matey. 5 


Vi ;for fons. of Boes je — TY box "i 
5 fining to behold immaterial Ob ect. Xt; 2 3 
At theſe ſurprizing Words of the Angel, 1 
was much aſtoniſhed, and doubted how! ſhould 
be able to bear it; and ſaid to him, 
O my Lord, who is ſufficient to * ſuch 42 
Sight”: 5 
To which he replyed, The Tay of 3 
ſhall be your Strength. And when he had ſaid... 
thus he took hold of me, and ſaid, Fear nat, 
or] am ſent to ſhew thee things thou haſt not ſeen: 4 
And before I was aware, 1 found my ſelf fa 
above the Earth; which ſeemed to me a very. Þ 
ſmall and inconſiderable Point, in compariſon 
of that Region of Light, into which I Na; 4 
tranſlated. | 
Then I ſaid to my bright Condudtor, 0 Jer 
it not offend my Lord, it ] aſk a  Quetiionic or 
two of thee. | — 4 | 
To which he anſwered, Speak om It is my 4 
Work to inform thee of ſuch things Which 
thou ſhalt Enquire of me: For I ama Miniſt-, 2 
ring Spririt, ſent forth to Miniſter to the, Ar md 
to thoſe that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, 
I then faid, I would fain be inform?*d- p< I 
that Dark Spot ſo far below me, is which: + 4 
grew leſs and leis, as I was, mounted e 
nce 15 


and higher, and appears much darker, wr 

: came. into this Region of Light.. e 
„ pot, anſwer'd my Condadl tor 5 
it at f 5 OW v looks ſo dark and <0 emptible s 


0." - he 2 to Come : O%, 


that World of which you were ſo lately an In- 
| habitant : Here you may ſee how little all that 


5 * * he ml continues) yet 3 go. 7 Fa | 
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World appears, for a ſmall part of which ſo 


many do unweariedly labour, and lay out all 
their - Strength and Time to purchaſe it. 
is that Spot of Earth that is Canton'd and Sub- 


divided into ſo many Kingdoms, to purchaſe 


one of which, ſo many horrid and baſe Villa- 


nies, ſo many bloody and unnatural Murders 


have been committed: Yea, this is that Spot 
| of Earth, to obtain one ſmall part whereof, ſo 
many men have run the hazard of loſing, nay, 


have actually loſt their Precious and Immortal 


Souls; ſo Precious, that the Prince of Peace 
has told us, That though one man could gain 
b -1be whole, it wouldnot Countervail ſo great a loſs. 
And the great Reaſon of their Folly is, becauſe 
they do not look to things above: For, as you 

Well obſerv'd as you aſcended nearer to this 
Region, the World appeared ſtilllefs, and more 
cContemptible; and ſo *rwill do to all, who can 
by Faith once get their Hearts above it. 
could the Sons of Men below, but ſee the 
Morld juſt as it is; they would not covet it 
as they now do: But they, alas! are ina ſtate 
E:- of Darkneſs; and, which is worſe they love 

to Walk therein. For though the Prince of _ 
5K - Light came down amongſt them, and plainly -- 


For 


*ſhew'd them the true Light of Life, ( which, 55 
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on in Darkneſs, and will not bring heniſelves. : 
unto the Light, becauſe their Deeds are Evil. 
Epenetus. I aſk'd him further, What were 
thoſe multitudes of black and horrid Forms, 
. thathover inthe Air above the World ? Which 
1 indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, but 


that I ſaw as you paſt by, they fled ; pars 
as not being able to abide that Brightneſs with - 


which you are arrayed. 5 : 
Ang. To this he anſwered: me, They were 
the fallen and apoſtate Spirits, which for their 
Pride and Rebellion, were caſt down from 

8 Heaven and wander in the Air, by the Decree 
of the Almighty, being bound in Chains of 
Darkneſs, and kept unto the Judgment of the 
great Day. And from thence they are per- 
mitted to deſcend into the World, both for 
the tryal of the Elect, and for the Condemgs: 1 4 3 
tion of the Wicked. And though you-now 
ſee they have black and horrid Fm; Þ 
were they once the Sons of Light, ane * pe © 


3 > 
* 


what you ſes we wear. The L.ols of: whieh,- __— 
though ' twas the Effect of their own wilfaF Sm, 

fills them with Rage and Malice againſt the 4 q 

| <ver-bleſſed God whoſe Power and Majeſty 1 

2 they fear and hate: But having loft heit E 
| cerice and Glory, they fly hee se 
have kept their Station, — ſtill continus „ 2 
# Obedience to their Great 8 3 neoelen-- 3 


12 _ The World to Come: Or, 


they are 3 by the bleſſed Son of God. 
Epen. But tell me, ſaid I, 0 my happy ; 


Conductor, Have they no hopes of being 


Reconciled to God again, after ſome Term of 


Fur or at leaſt ſome of them? 

Ang. No, not at all, ſaid he, they are loſt 
* ever: They were che firſt that ſinned, and 
had no Tempter: And they were-all at once 
caſt down from Heaven. Beſides, the Son af 


God, the Bleſſed Meſiab, by whom alone Sal- 


| vation can be had, took not upon him the 
| Angelick Nature, but left the Apoſtate Angels 
all to periſn, and only took upon himſelf the 
Seed of Abraham. And for this Reaſon they 
have ſo much Malice againſt the Sons of Men, 

whom *tis a Torment to them to ſee made 
Heirs of Heaven whilſt they are doomed to 
- Hell.” 5 


" whoſe vaſt and glorious Body, above an hun - 
_ dred-Times far greater than the Earth, mov'd 
" round the great Expanſe, wherein 'twas plac'd, 
Vith ſuch a mighty Swiftneſs, that to relate it, 
*rwould appear incredible : But my Conductor 
told me, this mighty i immenſe hanging Globe 
of Fire, was one of the great Works of God, 
Wan of ſo twitt a motion, it moved. above. 
hundred thouſard Miles in _that ſmall. 
E 2 p pate 3 time, we call an Hour. And Tha it 
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4 S By this time we were got have the "Tg 


 Ather, ſo thin, and of ſo great Tenuity, that 


A 22 * 
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Fire, we call the fix'd Stars, leſs wonderful ; 


whoſe vaſt and extream height, ten thouſand 
Leagues, at leaſt, above the Sun, makes them 
appear like. Candles in our ſight, though every 


one of them exceeds in magnitude the Body of 


the Earth: And ſhould but one of thoſe vaſt | 
Bodies fail, twould burn the World to Cindetrts 


in a moment: And yet they hang within their 
Sphears without any Support, in a pure Sea of 


nothing but his Word, that firſt Created then; 


could keep them in their Starion— 


0 


bis great Power and Wiſdom 6 ns 


Epenet. Theſe Wonders are enough, ſaid 14 
to my Conductor, to Convince any one of the 
great Power of their much more adoreable 
Creator; and of the Blackneſs of that Infideliey 
that can call in queſtion the being of a GO -D I 
who has given the whole World ſo man A 9 | 


bright Evidences of his Power and Glory 


that were not Men like Beaſts, ſtill bells 


downward, . they could not but e 


Angel. You ſpeak what is true, reply'd'1 


has the leaſt Irregularity i in its iam or its _ 3 
Annual Motion : And fo exceeding, Glorious 
in its Body, that had not my Viſive Faculty 
been greatly ſtrengthned, I could not have be- 
| heldvit: Nor were thoſe mighty Globes of 


8 ou ſhaltſee far greater things than thigh 


| 14 * 2 be World, to yang 4 "0 | 


that Glorious Building wherein the —_ | 


A * [per of it, but that 2 has not Wes nor 1 


above Inhabit, that Houſe not made with Hands, 
Eternal in the Heavens: A View of which (as 
far as you are capable to comprehend it) ſhall 


_ now be given you. 


eee 2 rb | 


* 92 70 of Heaven ad the e Glory 
thereof. | 
TH AT I had been told by my Conduc- 


tor, I found good in a few Moments; 
for I was preſently tranſlated into the glorious. 
Manſions of the Bleſſed ; and ſaw ſuch T hings 
it is | impoſſible to repreſent, and heard that 
_ raviſhing melodious Harmony that I can never 
utter: Well therefore might the Beloved A- 
poſtle St. John tell us in his Epiſtle, Nom are 
we the Sons o 40 God ; and it does not yet appear 
what we ſhall be Whoever has not ſeen that 
, Glory, can ſpeak but very imperfectly of it; 
and they that have can't tell the Thouſandth 
555 of what it is: And therefore the great 
je of the Gentiles, who tells us he had 
1 caught up into Paradiſe, where he had 
heard unſpeakable W ords, which is not poſſi- 
ble for a Man to utter, gives us no other Ac- 


TE. Se OLE? 
a * * * 
. 1 . 


| af Man * conceive the things that GOD T d bo | 
up for thoſe that love him, But 1 will give you's... 


Bleſſed as near as I can remember, 


fulSeat ofHappineſs, having in all wr 801 
higheſt Satisfaction. And there Thor — | 


Luminaries ; but all that Light, that. owe 


but Emanations of the Divine Giory, in com- 


neſs of the Richeſt Pearls, are but like dead 4 


wherein the radiant Luſtre of the Divine. dir. _ 
_ is e e in the mole iNluſtrious f magic tg + 


.. "TY CM „ ot 2 > » "4 __ Ln, 
2 8 p 2 — - 
Se - 
» "4 "SHR as 2 . 
4 . 9 OTE * < 
» + ve ul pt RR . 
72 » IN 2 bs $4 C = % _ 
— 3 * 4 
> 2 f 
* . . 8 4 
* 5 4 my . A % 7 5 
4 W 
= * * 
Y 


the beſt Account I can of what I ſaw! bead; — 
and of the Diſcourſes I had with ſem -- 


When I was firſt brought near glorious 3 
Palace, I ſaw innumerable Host icht 
Atrendants, who welcomed me 1 Þ bli 


Cm 
— 


tenances an Air of perfect Joy, "a 


perfect and unapproachable Lightm 4 
mulates all things into its own Nature; for 3 
even the Souls of the glorified - Saints are 

Tranſparent and Diaphanous. Neither are 
they enlightned by the Sun, or- any created 


with ſo much tranſparent Brightneſs throug- 
out thoſe Heavenly Manſions, i is nothing elſe 


pariſon of which the Light of the Sun is but 
Darkneſs. And all the Luſtre: of the meſt 
Iparkling Diamonds, the Fire of Carbuneles, - | 
Saphires and Rubies, and the Orient Bright- Þ} 


Coals in compariſon of its Glory: and there- 
fore called, The Throne of the God of. . 4A 
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| Throje offs Glory, receiving the Adorations 
Was of Angels and Saints, ſinging forth 
 Erengdl Hallalujahs and Praiſes to him, was too 
bright&FObject for Mortality to view. Well 
may he bore be called The God of Glory, 
for by hs+ orious Preſence, he makes Heaven 
What There being Rivers of Pleaſure. 
per pring ing from the Divine Preſence, 
Conn fating Chearfulneſs, Joy and Splen- 
the bleſſed Inhabitants of Heaven, 
the Place of his happy Reſidence, and Seat of 
his Eternal Empire; wherein the Divine 
_ Majeſty* diffhſes the richeſt Beams of his 
Goodneſs and Glory; and in which his choſen _ 
Saints and Servants fee and Praiſe his for-ever 
adoreable Excellencies. 

For my own part, my viſive Faculty was ſo 
far too weak to bear the leaſt Tranſlucid Ray 
ſhot from that Everlaſting Spring of Light and 
7 which ſat upon the Throne, that I was 
forced to cry to my Conductor, The Sight of 
ſo much Glory is too great for trail Morality 
to bear: Yet is it ſo refreſhing and delightful, 
that I would fain behold it, though I die ! 

Ang. No, no, ſaid my Conductor, Death 
enters not within this Bleſſed Place: Here 
Life and Immortality reſide; nor Sin nor Sor- 
row here have ought to do: For 'tis the Glory 

0 this happy Place to be for ever freed from 
1 . 1s * and without that Exe 
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to one that's in the Body, as thou art; w 5 | 
him converſe. a while, till I diſpatch another 5 
Miniſtration, and theal Il re: conduct thee back 


again. 


ing Tabernacles; the Heavenly We are 


me through Thouſands of thoſe bright and 


hither, to learn from thee wherein, hag e = 
and.jrs Happineſs conſiſts. — 2» 


our Bleſſedneſs even here would be imperfect. 
But come along with me, and I will bring N 


Epen. O rather, ſais 7 with ſome Eagerneſs, 
let me ſtay here: For here is no need of build- 


here ready fitted. 

To which my ſhining Meſſenger „ 
Here in a while thou ſhalc be fix 4 for ever; 
but the divine Will firſt muſt be obeyed. —— 

Swift as a Thought, he preſently conveyed 


winged Spirits, and then preſented me to that 
illuſtrious Saint, the great Elijab, who taber- 

nacled in the World below fo; many 8 I 
Ages paſt and gone; and yet methought, I 8 
knew him at firſt Sight, as wel 38, th. we © had; 4 
been Contemporaries. CC 
Aug. Here's one (aid my Cn 40 to i 
Jah) who by Commiſſion from the: Ae 1 
Throne has been permitted to furwey: theſe 
Realms of Light; and I have brought him 


ah. That, ſays the Prophet, IR 
vid bo *tis c our "Meat 3 11 
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of the Lamb, to ſing his Praiſe, and ſerve him 
with the humbleſt Adoration, ſaying,” Bleſſing, 
and Honour, and Glory and Power, be unto 
| Him that fits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb 
or ever and ever: For he has redeemed us to 
God by his Blood, out of every Kindred, and 
Tongue, and People, and Nation, and made us 
unto our God Kings and Prieſts. Even ſo Amen. 
And 1 likewiſe added my Amen, to that of the 
holy Prophet. — 2 
IT The Prophet then enquired of me, on what 
Account this great Permiſſion and Privilege 
was given to me; (By which I underſtand the 
Saints in Heaven are ignorant of what is done 
on Earth ; how then can Prayers be directed 
to em?) N 
1 then rehearſed What I have here Aer 
down by way of Introduction: Ar which the 
holy Prophet broke forth into this Exclamation. 
Elijah. Glory for ever be aſcribed to him that 
fits upon the Throne, and to the. Lamb, for his 
"unbounded Goodneſs, and great Condeſeenf fon to 
\ the Weakneſs of a poor doubting Sinner — After 
which he faid, Now give Attention to what 
mall ſpeak. And then he thus began : __ 


4 N Elijah. What you have ſeen and heard al- 
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ready, I am ſure you never can relate, ſo as td 
make it underſtood : For it is beyond Wwhat 
"Bye hath ſeen, or Ear hath heard, or Wwhar 
be Heart of Man is able to conceive * 1 men 
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dies: Nor is my being in the Body here, any 


but dark Ideas of theſe Heavenly Things. 


to confirm your wavering Faith, is the chief 
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of thoſe not yet tranſlated to this glorious 
State, nor freed from their groſs elemental Bo- 


Objection to what I now aſſert; for though ĩt 
han't been ſubject to the common Lot of Mor- 


tals, Death; yet has it ſuffer'd ſuch a Change, 


as has been in ſome Senſe equivalent thereto; 
for it is made both Spiritual and Impaſſible; 
and is now no more capable of any farther _ 
ſuffering, than thoſe bleſſed Angels are, that 
compaſs round the Throne: And yet in this 
conſummate State of Happineſs, I cannot utter 
all that I enjoy; nor do I know what ſhall be 
yet enjoyed,, for here our Happineſs is always 
NEW. 8 as "2, - 1x 2 4. 
Epenet. I then requeſted of the bleſſed Pro-" * 7 
phet. a little to explain himſelf, becauſe ! 
underſtood not how Happineſs could be perfect: -- I 
and yet admit of new Additions. For in the 
World below, we generally think that what is 
perfect, is completely finiſhed. I humbly hope, 
ſaid 1, what I ſhall ſay, may not be taken as the 
effect of a vain Curioſity, but that my Under- 7 
ſtanding may be cultivated, which yet retains 


Elijah. To ſatisfie your doubting Soul; and 
cation of your being brought hither,” through = 1 
ne Permiſſion of the great Trinity; ant 
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A in Betis Breaſt, to make it known. 2 
But as to that which you object, that Happi- 
neſs cannot be compleat, and yet admit 35 48 i 

Additions, I muſt tell you, That when the Soul 

and Body both are happy, as mine now are, 

I count it a conſummate State of Happineſs : 

For through all the enumerable Ages of Erer- 
nity, ir is the Soul and Body joyned together Af 
in the bleſſed Nara Aa. that ſhall be 
continued Subject of this Happineſs. But in 
| reſpect of the Diced Obj ect of it, which! is the 
Ever-Adorable and Bieſſed God, in whoſe 
Beatifical Viſion this Happineſs confiſts, it is 
for ever New: For the Divine Perfections 
being infinite, nothing leſs than Eternity can 
be ſulcient to diſplay their Glory; which 
makes our Happineſs eternally admit of new 
Additions ; and by a neceſſary Confequence 
our Knowledge of it ſhall be eternally Pro- 
greſſive too ——And therefore it was not with- 
cut Reaſon that the great Apoſtle of the 
| Gentiles, (who, in the Days of his Mortality, 
Was once admitted hither as you are affirmed, | 
Eye bath not ſeen, nor hath Ear beard, nor can 
it enter into the Heart of Man, to conceive, what 
God bathprepared ſor them that love him. And 
yet the Eye hath ſeen many admirable things 5 
in Nature; it hath ſeen Mountains of 'Chry- | 
ſtal and Rocks of Diamonds, it hath ſeen Mines 
BY Gold, and Coaſts e and n nds; 


nb yet * Eye, that hath ſeen ſo many 


of Mat conceiye them; and yet the Heart of 
Man (the chiefeſt Work of the All- wiſe Creator 


Man can conceive, that every Stone on Earth = 


Silver, and the whole Earth into a Maſgof pure A J 
refined Gdld': He can conceive the Air to be 
turn'd into Chryſtal, and every Star adyanc d 
into a Sun; ang every Sun a thouſand times 


what the high eternal Majeſty (who*is incom-. 


” 7785 3 for _ his farthfurl F ollodets wal al - 
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Wonders in 5 154 World below, could never 
ry into the Glories of this Triumphant State. 


And though the Ear of Man hath heard many 


delightful and harmonious Sounds, even all 
that SA and Nature could ſupply him with ; 
yet have they never heard the Heavenly Me- 1 
lody which here both Saints and Angels make 
before the Throne. And as the Eye han tt 
ſcen nof Ear heard, fo neither can the Heart 


in that Microcoſm ) is of ſo fine and curious a 

Compoſure, that it can almoſt conceive any. 
thing that either is, or was, or ever ſhall be, in 
the World below; yea, what ſhall never be. 


ſhall he turned into the moſt orient Pearls, 
and every Blade of Glaſs into the brighteſt _ 
and moſt ſhining Jewels: He can conceive, 
that every Particle of Duſt ſhall be turned into 


more large and glorious than what they now ß 
behold it : And yet this is infinitely Hort of 


prehenfible in all his Works of Wender) Rach 
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But that you may retain (added the Prophet) 
the beſt Idea of our Happineſs, I here will 
briefly repreſent unto you (for Ages ſpent in 
this delightful Theme, would ſcarce ſuffice to 
tell it you at large) what *tis thoſe bleſſed Souls, 
who through the glorious Purchaſe of our bright 
Redeemer, are brought hither, are here deli- 
ver'd from: And for your better underſtanding 
it, I ſhall endeavour to conform my Words to 
your Capacity, by the comparing things that 
are here above, to what you know below, 
although your Eyes have told you how infinitely 
Heavenly Things tranſcend whatever can be 
found on Earth. And in the ſecond Place, I 
ſhall repreſent (as far as your Capacity will bear 
it) what is that A Fc the Bleſſed here 
= enjoy. | 
Feirſt then; The - Souls of all the Bleſſed 
| Bete; are freed for ever, from whatſoever ' tis 
can make them miſerable; the chief of which, 
you are not Ignorant, is Sin: Tis only that, 
- which brings the Creature into Miſery, _— 
Intails it on him: The bleſſed 888. 
Firſt; made all Things happy; all like himſelf, 
who is ſupremely ſo; and had not Sin defac'd 
the Beauty of Heaven's Workmanſhip, Angels 
nor Men had never known what is: meant: 
Miſery : Twas Sin threw the Apoſtate Angels” 


down AY Hell, and ſpoil'd the Beauty of the: 
18 World : * Twas Sin defaced God's Ira age 
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in Man- 8 Soul, and made the Lord of the 
Creation a Slave to his own Luſt; and by ſo 
doing, plunges himſelf into an Ocean of eter- 
nal Miſery, from whence there's no Redemp- 
tion: And ſure tis an unvaluable Mercy, that 
in this happy Place, all the Inhabitants are 
freed; for ever freed, from Sin through the 
Blood of our Redeeming JESUS, : To whom. 
Bleſing, Honour, Power, Glory, and Eternal 5 
Praijes, be aſcribed for ever. Below, the beſt 
and holieſt Souls groan underneath the ken 
of Corruption : Sin cleaves to all they do, and 
leads *em captive oft times againſt their Wills : + 
Ip ho ſhall deliver me, has been the Cry of 
niany of GOD's faithful Servants, who at the 
ſame time have been dear to JESUS. Sin is 
- the heavy Clog of Saints themſelves, while 
they are Embodied in corrupted Fleſh: And 
therefore when they lay their Bodies down, 
their Souls are like a Bird looſed fromits Se 
N with an noma Vigour mount 1 NT, 
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freed from Sin, ſo are they likewiſe from all 


Occaſions of it; which is a great Addition to 


our Happineſs, Adam himſelf in Paradiſe, 


tho” he was in his firſt Creation perfectly Inno- 
cent, and free from Sin, yet was he not freed 


from Temptations to it, which was his great 
Unhappineſs: Satan got into Paradiſe to 


tempt him, and he too fatally yielded to his 


, Temptations : He eat of the forbidden Fruit, 
and fell; and by his Fall, the Human Nature, 
and confequently his Poſterity, are all corrup- 


ted: Sin, like a Gangreen, having eat into 


the Human Nature, and corrupted all Man- 


ind. And that Corruption, which every 
Mortal harbours in his Bresft, is a moſt dange- 
rous, and oftimes prevailing Tempter. But 
here each bleſſed Soul is likewiſe freed from 


this: No Devil here can tempt them, nor no 


a T7 


of Emptineſs and Vanity, and does by its be- 
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witching Charms, and falſe Allurements. draw 


Thouſands to Perdition) be any mote 2 


Tempter to thofe bleſſed Souls who have, 


through Faith and Patience, overcome 


Wiles, and arrived ſafely here. As ſtrong 


its 
a8 


its Temptations and Allurements are to Saints 


themſelves who are ſtill militating with it in the — 


World below, we that are here poſſe ſſed of 
Heavenly Manſions, look with Contempt on 
all terene Enjoy ments: We here are got above 


the World, and all that it can tempt us with; 


and through the Blood of out triumphing IE. 5 1 
SUS, hive got the Vickory over it, as choſe! "" 


bright Palms, we bear, do evidenee. Thete is 
nothing here that can diſturb our Peace; But 


an eternal Calm crowns all our Heppinefs,” 


be- 


ing freed from Sin, and all n 16 it. 


3 


And as à Conſequence hereof, 


? 113 EY 


"Thirdly, We here are-freed fromthe Effects i 

of Sin, and that is Puniſhment; which thole* 
that are confined to the dark Regions of eternal 
Miſery are ever groaning ander, as that which 


they cannot bear, and yet as that Whiek 


they muſt ever ſuffer. It was Sin that N 3 


Death into the World below, and by Heaven 


high Decree, is the juſt Wages of it; as every - 
Mortal finds : But through the Conqueſt of 
the Prince of Life, the Lamb of GOD, ſlain 


from the World's Foundation, WhO WE 


dying overcame both Death, and lifm that 


oy the Power thereof, the Devil, wave 5 


ow. 
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over Sin, and, Death, and Hell; Sin, Death, 
and Hell are baniſhed hence for ever : For 
which eternal Songs of Praiſe and Triumph 
are ever rendered to his Holy Name. 5 

Theſe are the Things (continued tbe great 
Prophet) we are in this bleſſed State delivered 
from; and yet theſe make up but the leaſt 
Part of the Happineſs of Heaven : Our Joys 
are poſitive, as well as privative : And what 
thoſe are, I now proceed to ſhew you. 

I. We here enjoy the Beatifick Viſon, the 
bleſſed Spring and eternal Source of all our 
Happineſs : But what this is, I can no more 
declare, than finite Creatures comprehend 
Infinity; only we find that it continually irra- 
diates our Underſtandings, and fills our. Souls 
with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory; and 
with a Love ſo flaming, that nothing but the 
bleſſed Author of it can fatisfie : nor not E- 
. ternity it ſelf can terminate: Tis the reflecting 
Brightneſs of the-divine Preſence, and tranſ- 
cendently glorious Emanations of his Goodneſs, 
that is the Life of our Lives, the Soul of our 
Souls, and the Heaven of Heaven; and that 
which makes us live, and love, and ſing, and 

aiſe forever; and which transforms our Souls 
into his bleſſed Likeneſs. The Saints below, 


| whilſt they are travelling towards this bleſ- 
- ſed Country, are, in their Pilgrimage, fup- 


| ported by his everlaſting Arms, by which they. 
* are enabled to go from Grace to Grace: But 


Viſons of Heaven. 
we that are ſafe landed on the Haven of eternal 


Happineſs, are changed from Glory unto Glory, 


even by the Spirit of the Lord But to bring 
Things nearer to your Underſtanding; by thus 
beholding of God's Face, we have a real Par- 


ticipation and Enjoyment of his Love, and 


his bleſſed Smiles makes glad our Souls, and 
in his Favour we rejoyce continually ; for in 
Bis Favour is Life. And then by this bleſſed 
Viſion of God, we come to know him above 
whatever any did below; for it is a Sight of 
him that irradiates our Underſtandings, - and 
gives us ibe Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
of God, in the Face of Feſus Chriſt: So that 


though ic be impoſſible co comprehend the : 


divine Majeſty, ( for who can find out the 
Almighty to Perfection?) yet we have here a 


perfect Apprehenſion of his Nature and di- 


vine Attributes. & 
II. We have here not only the Beatifick Vi. 


ion, whereby. we ſee God as he is; but we 
have a real Enjoyment and Fruition of him; 
and thereby come to be united to him, and to 
live in him, and he in us. Whereby we come 
to be Partakers of the divine Nature, which 
ſhines forth in us with a reſplendentBrightneſs, 


In. the World below, the Saints do indeed en- 


Joy God in his Ordinances; but here we all 


enjoy him Face to Face: Below, the Saints 


enjoy God in Meaſure, but here we enjoy him 
35 e Meaſure: There they have WO 9 
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his Goodneſs, but here we have large Praughts 
thereof, and ſwim in the boundleſs Ocean of 


| Happineſs : Below, the Saints Communion | 


with God is many times broken off, and diſ- 
continued; but here we have an uninterrupted 
5 Enjoy ment of God, without Intermiſſion or 


Ceſſation 
III. Here we enjoy the Nes ed of all 


| Grace : : In the World below, the Saints ſee 


but in Part, and know but i in Part; but here, 
that which is Perfect being enjoy'd. that which 


is Imperfect is done away. Below, Love is 
mixt with Fear, and Fear bath Torment; but 
F here, Love is Perfect; and perfet Love caſt- 
et out Fear: Here we love the bleſſed God 
more than our ſelves, and one another like our 


ſelves: We here are all the Children of one 
Father, and all our Brethren are alike dear 
unto us Below, our Love was ſtill divided, 
and run in ſeveral Channels, but here our Love 


has but one Stream, and centers in the ever- 


bleſſed Gor, the Fountain of our Happineſs. 
Our Knowledge likewiſe in the World below 
Was very Imperfect, ſeeing but darkly, as 
through a broken Mirror; but here we ſee 
God as he is, and ſo come to kno him as we 


are known. Our Joy is likewiſe here in its 
| Perfection: in the World below it was inter- 
trupted by Sorrow and Sighing; and it was ne. 
® ceſſarily ſo fer Where there is Oy there — Ee: 
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-be Sorrow: But here, all Sin (the Cauſe of 
Sorrow) being done away, all Sorrow ( the 
Effect of Sin) ſhall likewiſe ceaſe: Nay, our 
very Sorrow for Sin, when upon Earth, does 
( thro? the Bounty of aur bleſſed Redeemer) 
give an Acceſſion to our Joy, now we are here. 
IV. Here we have our Capacities enlarg*d, 
according to the Greatneſs of the Objects we. 
have to contemplate ; whilſt we were in the 
World below, no Light could ſhine into our 
Minds, but through che Windowsof our Senſes, 
and therefore *twas the bleſſed God was pleaſed _ 
to condefcend to our Capacities, and to adapt 
the Expreſſions of his Majeſty to the Narrow- 
neſs of our Imaginations : But here, the Re- 
velation of the Deitv is much more Glorious, 
and our Minds are clarified from all thoſe earth- ' 
ly Images, that flow through the groſs Chan- 
nal of the Senſes. Below, our pureſt Con- 
ceptions of God were very Imperfect; but here 
the Gold is ſeparated — the Drofs, and our 
| Conceptions. ate more proper and becoming 3 
the Simplicity and Purity of God. Below, che 
Objects of Glory were humbled to the Peroep- 
tions of Senſe : But here, the ſenfible Faculties 
are raiſed and refined, and made the Subjects 
of Glory. Now therefore, that the divine 
Light ſhines with direct Beams, and the thick 
Liurtains of F. leſh are fpiritualzed and 3 
_ Tab "the Soul enjoys tke clearcft Vifion- of 
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Cod. We now ſee, what we before believed 
of the glorious Nature of the ever-blefſed God, 
his Decrees and Counſels, his Providence and 
Diſpenſations. We hereclearly ſee, that from 
Eternity God was ſole Exiſting, but not So- 
litary; and that the Godhead is neither con- 
fuſed in Unity, nor divided in Number; that 
there is a Priority of Order, but no Superiority 
among the ſacred Perſons of the ineffable 
Trinity, but that they are equally poſſeſt of 
the ſame divine Excellehcies, and the ſame di- 
vine Empire, and are equally the Object of the 
ſame divine Adoration. Thoſe Ways of God, 
that ſeem*d below Unſearchable, and that we 
thought Unlawful to enquire into, we here 
perceive to be the Product of divine Wiſdom, 
| with ſo much Perſpicuity and Clearneſs, that 5 
Truth it ſelſ is not more Evident. 
| _- Theſe Things (added the Prophet in a 1 
ent Tone) are ſome of thoſe chat conſtitute 
our Happineſs. 
Vet all theſe Things are only what relates 
unto our Souls: But ſtil] the Happineſs of the 
&- Inhabitants of this bleſſed Region is not com- 
pleat, until their Bodies are raiſed, and re- 
united to their Souls; in which, through the 
divine Munfficence, my ſelf and the bleſſed: 
Enoch, do enjoy a more peculiar Preference, 
| being tranſlated. hither in the Body, as Types, 
. 850 to the Anti and Feſ Diluvien World 8 PIE 
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the Reſurrection of the Ever-adorable Son of 
God, and of all the Saints through him. Now 
becauſe none but the great Meſſiah has been 
actually raiſed from the Dead, he being the 
firſt Fruits thereof, ( for, as for Enoch and my 
ſelf, our Bodies have not known Death, though 
they have received a Change equivalent thereto) 


it is therefore more difficult to declare what 


the Reſurrection- ſtate ſhall be, it being to be 
diſcern'd in its Perfection, only from his glo- 
rious Body, to which neither that of Euoch's 
nor mine are comparable, in reſpect of the 
Glory thereof, tho? both are ſpiritual Bodies. 
Of which I will now ſhew you the diſtinẽt Pro- 
perties. 
I. TheBodies of the Bleſſed ie at tha Re- 
ſurrection, ſhall be (as mine is now) /piritual 
Bodies; and by your not only ſeeing, but touch- 
ing me, (at which Word the holy Prophet was 
pleaſed to give me bis Hand) you may be the - 
better able to know what I mean by a ſpiritual 
Body: That is, a Body rarified from all groſs 
Allays of Corruption, and made a pure and a 
refined Body and yet a ſubſtantial One; not 
compoſed of Wind and Air, as Mortals below 
are apt too groſly to imagine. | 
Epenet. Here I intreated the holy Prophet 
to bear with me, if I acquainted him, that I al- 
ways underſtood Spiritual as oppoſed to Mate- 
Ts and * that a N "ral 
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muſt be Immaterial, and ſo not capable of 
| being felt, as I found his was, . 
E liab. To this the Prophet replied, That 
their Bodies were Spiritual, not only as they 
were purify d from all Corruption, but as they 
were {uſtain'd by the Enjoyment of God, with - 
* out any material Refreſhments, as Meat, Drink, 
| Sleep, and Raiment, - which was the ſupport 
ot our Bodies below. Have you not read 
(id the Propbet) that the bleſſed Jeſus, after 
his Reſurrection, appeared in his Body to his 
11 Diſciples, when they were met together in a 
4 Chamber, . and the Doors. ſhut about them ? 
Wich plainly evinces the Tenuity thereof; 
and yet he call'd to St. Thomas to come and reach 
Bis hand, and thruſt it into his fide, which ſhews 
it plainly to be ſubſtantial. The Heatiſicł 
Viſion is here what both our Souls and Bodies 
hve upon, and are ſupported by for ever. 
| II. Our Bodies in the Reſurrection- ſtate all 
be Immortal, and uncapable of dying: Below, 
- _ heir Bodies are all Mortal, Dying and Periſh- 
ing, and. ſubject to be crumbled into Duſtevery 
Moment: But here our Bodies will be Incor- 
ruptible, and freed from Death for ever; for 
our Corruption here ſhall put on Incorruption, and 
% 2r Mortality be allowed up of Life.” 
_ © Epen. Here I deſired the Prophet to bear 
winks me a little, whilſt T gave him an account 
of — this matter. ju Fm 
Nel | El 22 85 
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Elijah... 1 7 ON) . forla ready to robe — 
5 11 There Nat b f E in che boh yiSorip- E 
. tures, that Immortality is an Attribute Uhak Be. 
longs to God only, A pot to Men 3 3 
to the Bodies of Men, ARA every Days Ex- 
perience tells us are Mortal. Therefore, St. Pb. 4 
tells Timothy, That God ov bath Immortality. || 
"Elijah. Whie i ay the odies of theBlefled - {| 
here are 1 T intended it of Bodies'in |! 
their raiſed State, that then they are ee un. 
to Death no more: Man in hig S epeidle 
Strate is ortal, and ſubject unto : 
there is nothing more evident to; = 
in the World below, and even the Bodics/of fs 
all els 7 Souls — are 7 5 are at 
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"A up again, er Wa teri be Tirol. | 

And as to what you urge from the Serip Re. 

c that. the bleſſed God has on. y Immortality, it 

is very true; he is moſt Eminently and Eflen- - 

tially ſo; whereas there is no Cteatyre; either 
Angels, or Man, that can in that ſtrict K Seoſe be 


ſaid to be ſo. We are Immortal through his 
Grace and Fayour, but God is Immortal in his 
1 Eflenge,.and has been. fo from all Eternity 3 
and in that ſenſe may well de fai onLY t@.. | 
15 © have. Immortality. And thetefore it will 0 "WM bi 
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| bleſſed God is, he is Eminently and Eſſentially 
ſo; in'which reſpect, tis likewiſe ſaid of Him, 
That He only is ly 1 and, there is none Good 
. but Gop, none Righteous, nor none Merciful 
but He: To whom be Bleſſing, and Glory, and 
Fonour, and Praiſe for ever and for evermore. 
Epen. I have one Thing more to be ſatisfy d 
in, and that is, That ſeeing there is. only your 
ſelf and the Prophet Enoch that are permitted 
in the Body to be here, which you are pleas'd 
to ſay have ſuffered a Change equivalent to 
- Death, but died not; what Aſſurance have 
+ FO that the Bodies of the Bleſſed that are now 
under the Power of Death ſhall be raiſed again? 
For I ſee they are gloriouſly bleſſed and happy 
without their Bodies, and ſeem not to have 
any Occaſion for them, they having been long 
lince periſhed and rotted in their Graves: The 
. Be a ehing that I think can be ſaid for it, is, 
hat the ever bleſſed Jzsvs, . the ſpot-leſs 
_ Lamb of God, who was truly and really dead, 
is now alive, and lives for evermore. 
Elijab. To this the Prophet, interrupting 
me, reply'd, What ster Proof can you de. 


"- fire than this? 


Epen. What I have to ſay to that i is, T bat 


[ the Body of the bleſſed Jeſus never ſaw Cor- 


ruption; and that there is no Inſtance of any 

Body that ever ſaw Corruption, that was " 

= to * and Immortality. 88 2 
1 


Elijah. 88 this the Prophet again ee —— 
That . *rwas true, there had been n ſuch 3 
| Inſtance, yet was the Reſurrection of the Body _ 
as ſure as the preſent Glorification of the Soul; 
for as the bleſſed Jeſus dy'd. as a publick Per- © 
fon, ſo did he alſo riſe again and therefore _ * 
is ſaid to be the firſt Fruits from | the Dead: He 2 
is the Head of the Church, and cannot be com- 
pleat without his Body, who in their Order 
mall be raiſed up to be with him ſor ever. 
The Body ſhall be awak d qutof its dead Sleep, 
and as I was a ſaying, quicken d into a glorious 

immortal Life: The Body is an eſſential Part 
of Man, as well as the Soul; and tho? the Ine- 
quality be great in their holy. Operations, yer 
their Concurrence is neeeſſary: Good Actions 
in the World below, were ade deſign'd by 
the Council and Reſolution of the Soul, but 
perform'd by the Miniſtry of the Body: And 
every Grace expreſſes itſelf in villa Actions WO 
thereby. In the Sorrows of Repentance, "of 

Tears were ſupplied by the bodily Eyes; and 

in Thankſgiving, the Tongue was uſed to break 
forth in the Praiſes of Gon : And all the 
Victories over Pleaſure and Pain below, Wen 
-  *Obtain'd by the Soul in Conjuftion with he 
Body. And can you think, (aid ihe Prophet) 4 
that the divine Goodneſs wil eal fo diffetent- 
Iy with them, het the Boa 5 be 7 9 
1 ? pr. and the Body be loſt in Forget - 
85 | C2 Wir 887 _ fulpeſs . 7 
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1 i ? 1 he one glorified i in Heaven, the o- 
ther temain in the Buſt? From their firſt ſet- 

ting out in the World below to the Grave they 

| both ran the ſame Race, and therefore ſhall 

- Enjoy, the ſame Reward. When the Crown of 
Riphicounes and Glory ſhall be given to the 
Bleffed at the great Day in the View of all, 
both Soul and Body ſhall partake of the Hon- 
dur thereof. And this (added the Prophet) 18, 

- believe, enough to ſatisfy 5 Doubt, as to 


the Reſurrection of the Bod 
Epen. To which 1 reply'd, That 1 had no- 


ching further to object i in that Particular. And 
> then defired him to go on in deſcribing the 
1 of the Body in the Reforrectionatice, 
which the Prophet thus proceeded: 
_ Elijah. I have already told you, That the 
| Bodies of the Bleſſed ſhal be Immortal; but ö 
eeannot for all that be ſo Immortal as God i is, | 
who is ſo Eminently and Eſſentially fo, that, 
25 you well obferv'd, he is ſaid oy to have 
Immortality; nor yet are they Immortal in the 
fame Senſe as are the bleſſed Angels, who being 
I 3mmaterial Subſtances, are ſo created; where - 
_ as:Man was created Mortal, and has his Im- 
Mortality through the Purchaſe of the bleſſed 
Je8v: 8, and Rho vition! of the divine Image. 
Nor is the Immortality thus purchas'd for us, 
like that of the apoſtate Spirits, who are Im- 
mortal too; but tis with ſuch an Immortals, | 
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as brings along with it a greater * ht of 
rs. 


Miſery. Their Immortality is ſuch a Guile 
makes them wiſha thouſand thouſand timeti 
they might de annihilated: But! that Pied 5 
Imicpertfty which we enjoy, is that which is 
the Happineſs of Heaven, and therefare right» 
ly ſtiled a Glorious Immortality, and gives us an 


Atirance, that the Happineſs we now enjoys 


we ſhall enjoy for ever.. 2 Per 


III. Another Happineſs the Bodies alls 


Bleſſed here enjoy, is, That they are Impaſſible, 
and fo are made incapable of Sufferings: Be- 


low, the Saints themſelves have oftentimes 


their Bodies made ſo many Shops of Miſery; 
or like an Hoſpital full of Diſeaſes, which are 
the common Harbingers of Death; or when 
they are not ſo, are' ſomething worle than it 3 
the Pains and Infirmities of their Bodies being 


ſuch, as oftentimes makes Death much | 3 


more defirable than ſuch a Life. How many 
times are even good Men wrack'd with the 


* Goyt,,or tortur'd by the Stone, with moſt e- 
quiſite and eruciating Pain? So that tho“ they 

abound in the Fulneſs of all thoſe things, that 
Mortals count the Bleſſings of the Life heleFπ. 


yet are they thereby all imbitter'd to them by 


'thoſe tormenting Pains which have ſe d upon ; : 
their Bodies, And where this is not, hut Men 


have healthy, ſtrong and vigorous Bodies, they 


; lte t meet t with other . ; and are en 
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82 n Thirſt, Cold and Nakedneſs; 
which renders their Lives very much uncom- 
fortable: There, many times, they are ſhut 
up in Priſons, immur'd between Stone Walls, 
and are at it were buried while they are alive, 
and are as Men forgotten in the World. All 
which conſidered, rauſt needs render their 
Bodies miſerable While below. 

But in theſe happy Regions there's no ſuch 
Evils can attack *em ; here their Condition 1s 
extreamly different; no Curſe can enter here, 
and ſuch are all thoſe things I have related, as 
being only the Effects of Sin. My Body is 
uncapable of ſuffering any Evil, either of Sin 
or Sorrow; but on the contrary, through the 
Grace of che bleſſed Son of God, is now be- 
come a Receptacle both of Light and Glory, 
and ſo ſhall all the Bodies of the Saints be like- 

wiſe in their Reſurrection- ſtate. Which leads 
me to declare the fourth Endowment, with 


We which our Bodies ſhall be ever bleſſed. 


IV. her Happineſs our Bodies ſhall en- 
joy in the bleſſed Reſurrection- ſtate, is, That 

they fhall be truly Beautiful. And this is none 
of our leaſt Privileges. For below, our Bodies 


are but vile Bodies, tending to Corruption; in 


the Grave Worms gnaw and feed upon their | 
| Fleſh, and thence proceeds a loathſome Savour; 


IH at the beſt they are but Houſes of Clay, and :. | 


| their Foundation is in the Duſt : But hebe! it 5 
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ſhall be Ps Ag for the Bodies of the Saints * 

ſhall be freed from innocent Infirmities, that 
were-inſeparable from Adam in Paradiſe, whoſe : 
Soul united to the Body was the Fountain of 


Repairs to preſerve his Life in Vigour: Where- 
as in this bleſſed State, the Body ſhall be Spi- 
ritual in its Qualities, and the Principle of its 
Life ſupported by the Supernatual Power of 
the Spirit, without outward Nouriſhment ; and 
not only ſo, but a ſubſtantial and unfading 
Glory ſhall ſhine in them, infinitely 
periſhing Pride of this World, and the Glory 


of the Fleſh ; and be made like unto, the glo- _ 
rious Body of Cax1sr, who will change ou. 
vile Bodies, that they may be faſhioned like his + 
glorious: Body; and this he will do, according! © 4 
to the working of that mighty Power, bee ; J 


by ' be is able to ſubdue all things 10 himſelf 2 
This tranſcenderit Beauty which he will put 
upon the Body, ſhall be the Work of His own . 
Hands; and where Omnipotence interpoſes, 
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che natural ſenſitive Life, which being in a per- "og 
petual Flux, there was a Neceſſity of centinual 


nothing is difficult. For the beat fa 
raiſed Body, and putting it into an immdttal“ 

State of Glory, is as eaſy to the Divine n Y 

as the firſt framing it in the Womb. x fl 

V., Another Part of our Happineſs i is, F hat. — 
our Bodies ſhall be agile Bodies, and move'with © 

an 1 Swiftneſs; our e while. 
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below, are luinpiſh and heavy, and 2 are as 5 
clogs to the Soul; but in the raiſed; State it 
ſhall be otherways: Out Bodies ſhall be like 
the Chariots of Aminadab, and move far ſwifter - 
than the winged Fowls in the areal Heavens. 
VI. Another Thing 1 in which our Happi ineſs 
will very much conſiſt, is, That egr raseh ben 
(as mine is now) ſba/l be all Pure; and this is 
an exceeding Privilege; for though they ſhould 
have all the other fore: mentioned Qualities, - 
and be Immortal, Spirittral, Impaſſible, Beau- 
tifub and Swift; yet if ſtill were Sinful, it 
would blemiſh all the tel „and would even 
ſpoil the Happineſs we here enjoy in Heaven, 
if Sin could enter here. But tis far otherwiſe; 
our Glory is, that here our very Bodies ſhall 
be Pure, and have no Spot of Sin at all upon 
them. Below, indeed the Bodies of the Saluts 
are clogg d with Sin, and fetter d with Temp- 
tations, which makes em to cry out, O wretcb- 
ed Man I wo. ſball deliver ine from this Body ef 
Death 2 But here they ſhall enjoy that bleſſed 
Redemption of their ih ch they Wait 
for there. #863 "GG $3 777 | 
VII. And to a. The Bodies 57 the. 


3 Saints ſhall, in their RefurreQion-ſtate:be glori- 


eus Bodzer ; fo Glorious, that they ſnall have a 


2 rear Reſemblance. to the glorious Body of our 


3 bleſſed Redeemer. And this the divine Ora: Z 


. 8 cles inform us, as alſo how ir ſball be 8 


%. 4 © 0 4 5 
* \ 1 . * * » ay Ps, * 8 5 
ge 


The elorious Lamb of 68S, ths Backe 5 / 
He' "is hall change our vile And corruptible Bhi : 
dies, and make em like unto bir om glor ont Body 
Tis by his Power that the Saints Bodies, char 
by their being turned into Corruption, aro 
in 13 Diſbonour, ſhall be raijed in Gry; and 
in that bleſſed Reſurrection Nate, gal. Pine 
more - brightly than the Sun in this Iriumphant | 
| Kingdom of their Father. 5 
And thus, my Son, /aid 1b: greet Proper 
_ to me, have I in form'd thee. briefly, wherein the” 
Glory and the-Happinels of this plellec State, 
we here enjoy, conſiſts. Nor that herein 1 rave 
ſaid the thouſand Part of that, which might Be 
| further ſtill related; nor could you utiterffand” 
it, af I ſhould.. For there ate folie things 18 4 
that we enjoy, like the while Stone, andthe bg 
Name, which ns One knows,” bit me "Ihe 
receive it. 

Epen. The holy e having Walt Ty 
end. 1 humbly | thank d im fy No Informa. '3 
tion he had given me by 5 dolch hüt. Map: 
though I Was ncapab'e 50 cloath*d as "was: 1 
with ſuch a mp o unrefined "Fe 3) 60 un 5 3 
derſtand all I had heard, or utter wha 208 1] 1 
yet l had ſeen and heard enough” for ever po. 
_.. convince me both of th th e 1 

1 1 heavenly Thing 5 We Wa ee. 
| 2 lo, ſo many qu tion, and fo wt believe — 
Wer it not © offend 1 my ord; al K FH 4% . A 
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Prophet, if I defire yet. further to be reſolv'd 2 
in ſome few Things. 0 
Elijah. Speak, and I wil endeavour to give | 
you Satisfaction. an 
Epen. The firſt Thing, ſaid I, I would hum- 
bly aſk, is, How the Bleſſed here, which are 
but Creatures, chq*-thus glorified, and there- 
fore finite ſtill, can have ſo perfect an Idea of 
che Incomprehenſible and Infinite Three- One, 


to know him ſo as we ourſelves are known, as 


you before affirmed, or elſe it was my Weak- 
nels to miſunderſtand youſo 7. 1 
Elijab. In ſaying fo, 1 did affirm no more 
than what the ſacred Oracles contain: For the”. 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking in the Days 
of Fs Fleſh to them that then inhabited the 
World below, told them, they then ſaw through 
a Glaſs but darkly ; but that in theſe bright Ne. | 
ions they ſhould ſee him Face to Face ; that ten 
imſelt knew but in part, but that when he was 
once got hither, he ſhould know bim even as 
be was known. But, my Son, ſaid the Propher, ' | 
Theſe Words are not to be underſtood accotd- 
ing to. the Exactneſs of the Expreſſion ';* for 


3 the Sun that Lights the lower World, may as 


| well be included in a ſmall Spark of Fire, as 
the Incomprehenſfible and Infinite God may be 
headed by our finite F aculties; For He- 


yond the fulleſt Diſcoveries; we can poſſibly "AR 


| 00% of the Deity, there remains na an 1 


tire Infinity of ls os the Knowledge 
whereof is altogether ynattainable by the moſt | 
intelligent of all thoſe glorious Spirits, that 
are the bright and the continual Attendants of 


the Throne: And therefore that Expreſſion. J | 


As we are known, which gave you ſo juſt an 
Occaſion to enquire into the Senſe of it, is to be 
taken as a Note of Similitude, and not of Equa- 
lity. The. dim Light of a Candle as truly 
ſhines as the bright Luminary of the Day; but 
not with the ſame Extent and Splendor. And 
therefore the Sum of what I can ſay to this 
Point, is, That we have here as perfect a Know- 
ledge of the bleſſed God, as created Beings are 
capable of receiving, or our own Hearts of 
deſiring. 

 Epenet. I then ape my bumble Thanks 
to the great Prophet, and aſſured him, his An- 


ſwer had entirely ſatisfied me, and that I found | 


"twas ooh the "Ceficicney' of my own Nn E 
ſtanding that had given hit that Trouble. 1 
" Zeb. Still you miſtake the State that Lam 4 
in, replyed the Propbet; for there is no fuck ' | 
thing as Trouble here, nor can there be! For 
the diffuſing of the Knowledge of the ever- : 
bleſſed God, and ſetting fort his bright eter⸗ 
5 nal Excellencies, and the diſplayingof his Glory, 
is that which gives the Bleſſed here the greateſt 


8 Satisfaction and Delight; and which willever do 


Bo : fo, throughout the numerous = of Eretnity. 
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Epen. Then, with an Air of greater Confi- 
3 1 told the holy Prophet, 1 had another 
3 yet to aſk him. 
Eliiab. Say on, and I will anſwer you. 
Epen. I ſaw among the many bleſſed Souls I 
paſi dby, as my bright Meſſenger conveyed me 
to you, ſome ho appeared to me to ſhine with 
greater Brightneſs than the other; which 
gave me a Leſire to be informed, whether or 
no there be not among the Bleſſed different 
Degrees of Glory 1 
_ Eklyab. The — and Glary which all 
the Bleſſed here enjoy, is the Reſult of their 
Communian with, and Love unto, the Jong 
bleſſed God, whoſe Beatifical Vifion here, as 1 
have faid before is the eternal Seine from 
whence it flows: The more we ſee, the wore 
we love ; and Love aſſimulates our Souls into 
the Nature of the bleſſed Object of it; and 
Fi thence reſults our Glory. [This needs muſt 
therefore make a Difference in the Degrees 
thereof :: Not as tho” there were any want of 
Lt Love to God, in any of- the. Bleſſed here, for 
That's impoſſible +; There's nat one Soul among i 
the numerous Inhabitants. of, this. Ent Regi · 
On, but what adores and loves the ever-bleſſed 
} God with all his utmoſt Powers and Facllties. 
Baut then it follows, that as thoſe Powers and Fa: "FI 
culties are different, their Love muſt be. ſo too, 
5 * FRE, any murg pring- 


phi s 


or or repining in 'one, to / ſee anot! 
greater than his õ/n; but S 


nified the more, as the eternal Source of 
their Happineſs. Nor can there he rom for 
a Thought to think it otherwiſe: Who can 
complain, when all the Faculties of each ble. 
ſed Soul is fo repleniſh'd with the bright Ema 
nations of the Deity, that ĩt can Hold io more 
T he ever - bleſſed God is an unbounded Ocean 
of ight and Life, and Joy, and Happineſs, 
ſtill filling every Veſſel that is put therein, till 
it can hold no more; and tho“ the Vellels are 
: of ſeveral Sizes, whi ſſt each Fare BIA, -there's 
none that can complain. Beſidts, each blef. 
fed Soul is here "wrought u P, not only to an 
Acquieſcence, but even to och a Satisfaction 
and Complacency in the divine good Pleaſure, 
that all their Happineſs conſiſts therein. Thus, 


though the Stars below are each one 'Gloeious, 'F 
Vet ſince they a are of diffetent Magnitidesy. oo C | 
 18/ar-exceeds another Star in Glory ; and ſo, as 
the divine Oractes inform you, it mall wand # 
.the Reſurredtion State. 5 Fog 4 e 1 


moſt 5 F acaltits 
.andare thereby $a 1 Nees mo 


neſs, which is che higheſt Glory Heaverivean Þ 


ive. . Nor let this ſeen ſtrange to Jou, for I 


1 i 
even amongſt God's farming” Miniſters, - the 
_ bleſſed ED there are h Iv HON | 


Se 1 he ri, to ; Come : 7 Or, 


and different Degrees of Glory. And theſe per- 
haps were-ſome of thoſe oy ſaw, as you paſs'd 


| hither. 
Whilſt I was thus Alok bag with the Ho- 


3 ly Prophet, and with Delight heard the Solu- 

tion of thoſe Doubts that I deſired to be reſol- 
ved in, a ſhining Form approached me, * 
ing, How |! Epenetus here. 

I was ſurprized to hear my Name thus men- 
8 en and turning ſuddenly about, I ſoon 
perceived it was the Noble Junius, my late 
deceas'd Friend; who thus accoſted me. 
Jun. Dear Epenetus, Iam glad to ſee you in 
theſe bleſſed Regions; but am ſurprized to ſee 
you here not yet diveſted of Mortality: Inſtruct 


I me, Friend, by what means you came hither, 
and alſo how *twas you obtained this Privilege; 


. 4 . 7 
8 . 4 


for the Unuſualneſs of ſuch a thing is that 
which makes me ſo Inquiſitive. 

| I was ſo over-joy'd to ſee one a my 
old Acquaintance, and one with whom I had 
been fo familiar in the World, that I eſſayed 
to embrace him in my Arms; which he refu- 
= + ſed, telling me mildly, he had ſome time ago 


" Said: dowtr his Body, which he had left below, 


reſting i in Hope until the Reſurrection; and that 


tho? he was ſtill indeed a Subſtance, yet *twas 
aim material one, not to be touched by Mortal. 


But how came you, ( ſaid he again more 
earneſtly ) to be brought hither 1 in mortal 
_ onchanged — ä En. © 
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pen. I then related to him what T before 
| had ſpoken to Elijah, and told at large in the 
| prefixed Introduction to this Viſion, of 1770 
Temptation and Deliverance. 
Junius. Well, Epenetus, faid the Noble | 
Junius, I fee then there was need enough of 
ſuch a Lecture as I gave order to be ſet on 
foot in the poer World below, after my Death, 
to Evidence the being of a Deity, againſt a ſort 
of Men, far worſe than thoſe in Hell, who both _ 
| believe the being of a God, and tremble at his 
Juſtice, But you, my Friend, continued be, 
Who had ſo long made aProfeſſion of hisTruth, 2 
and had ſuch great Experience of his: Goodneſs, 2 
that you ſhould after all be brought to queſtion 
his Being and Exiſtance, was indeed ſomething 
more than ordinary; and what I hardly could 
have ever thought ; and gives me freſh Occa- 
ſions to adore the ever bleſſed God, ha thro- 
bis abundant Goodneſs has now delivered- me 

from all thoſe Snares the Enemy of Souls was 
lay ing for me; and thus preſerved me to his 
Heavenly Kingdom: Bleſſed for ever be Wi 1 
Holy Name. 1 


The bleſſed Elijah having 1 vhan my | 8 g 0 
Friend Junius ſaid,” told me, he now would 


leave me my y Friend; ande're I was aware, 
_ het wing'd away, who having leftus, 
: * addreſſed my elf thus to my Noble Friend. 
Epen. I could not doubt, aid I, my deareſt 
8 ve, but that you were one of the Date = | 
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Johabltanc of this happy Regiop 3 for foch a 
- bright and: flaming. Zeal; as that which: in the 
World made theeſoRminent, wultngede meet 
with a ſuitable Reward. | 
Jun. i be, wert thou but 
onde diveſted of Mortality, thou wquld'ſt have 
other thoughts than what thou haſt : Thou 
vould'ſt then ſee ho inßiuitely ſhort they fall 
of menitipg the Jeaſt-Reward, that in os 
World below have done their utmoſt ;/ 
that tis only Grace free and unmerited, - | 
brings the Soul to Glory. For Heaven is pur- 
chaled at no other Price than that of the Re- 
deemer's precious Blood: whoſe dying Love 
id whoſe redeeming Mercy, is ſo unſpeak- 
Ably, ſo vaſtly great, Eternity will ſcarce ſuf· 
ice to utter it. 
* Well, l worthy Fuer 
G1 Call me dot worthy (ſaid heanterupt- 
E e none ate werthy here, but he that 
its upon the Throne, andæhe bleſſed Lamb 
f God : and to aſcribe all Glory unto him, 


Aisqhere a great Part of our Happineſs ; for 


there are Myriads of Saints and Angels round | 
are Throne, continually: crying with a; loud, 


A but yeramelodious Voice, Woriqhy 1s the Lamb 
- , has was ſizing itorective Power, and Riches, 
-*Uand\FF5jdom, ud Strengih, 


+ andHononr, and 
No no, (continued he 


Cory, and Bling. 


: a Damen nn EE eh _ a 
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Creatures: Here they that wear the brighteſt 
Crowns caſt them before the Throne, ſaying, 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, = 


and Honour and Power. 
Epen. Dear Junius, bear * me, ſaid 1. | 


a little, becauſe I am ſtill clogg'd with Morta- | 
lity: O that I were but once diveſted of it of 
That I with thee might ſee the great Three-One, 8 


and ſeeing be transformed into his Likeneſs, 


which (as I have heard the bleſſed Elijah tell) : 


1s the Completion of all Happineſs. 


Fun, My dear Epenetus, (replied Junius, | 
with an Air compos'd of Love and Sweetneſs) 
The Beatifick Viſion is that which does indeed 


compleat our Happineſs, and fills our Souls 


with Love and Joy that is inexpreſſible ; ; and 
which is only known by them that feel it, But 


you muſt know, my Epenetus, the ſtrongeſt 


and the moſt enlarged Faculties of all the bright - 
Intelligences here, can bear but little of thoſe _ 


radiant Effluxes of divine Glory, they are ſo: 


overcoming : For there is no Compariſon be- 


tween the moſt Capacious of created Beings, } 


and the Ineffable Glory of the great Creator. 
Epen. © Noble Junius, I reply'd, I readily. 
believe what you have faid : But yet methinks 


I am willing to know all I can, of that which 


I can never know enough of. And fince r 


know there is nothing more delightful, than . 
008 chk * in the : diſplaying of the k 


Glory 


* 


9393 


/ . 
. = 
23 
HK 
* 
2 
1 
3 
Bp 
. 4 
| 
os 
—_— 
= 
= © 6 
; 
FT 
A 
KT 7 


1 x 
£5 * * 
\ * 


* ry 4 2 
7 1 _ 8 
« 4 
* - 
. > 2 4 1 Fre, * 
— 7 \ 9 * * * 7 8 N = 
/ , 


| 60 | - TheWWorld to Come: or, 
Glory of the great Author of your Happineſs J 


deny not deareſt Junius, to your Friend (for 


fſuch you know I ever was and am) the 
| Satisfaction of hearing from your Lips, the 
155 Wonders of divineſt Love; that I 


AS: with you to ſing his Praiſe : Diſplay 
ſteries of his Providence, which to 


. hs Wor below are all dark, but to your now 
enlarged Underſtanding, are ſeen in their true 
Light. 


Jun. The Praiſes of the aivine Majeſty, O 
my dear Epenetus, will be the mighty Subject 


of our Song through all the Ages of Eternity ; 
in which both Saints and Angels join together, 


and make up one great Chorus —And there- 


fore that which you have ask'd of me, I'll. 


gladly undertake, that you may ſee, by that 


Which he has done, that he alone is worthy of 


Y . up, the mighty Sum exceeding aſt 


2 


your Love, and of thoſe Praiſes we aſcribe un- 
to him, For the moſt ardent Love of all the 


bleſſed Saints and Angels here, is nothing elſe 


but the Reflection of his Love to us: For he 
- that lay in Love's own Bofom, tells us, We 


bee Fm, becauſe be firſt loved us. Since there- 
| fore, my dear Epenerus, the Love of God to 


3 - Us, is the Foundation of our Love to Ne let 


'F. to us, and the Advantages that we. receive 


thereby, which are fo very many, they are paſt. 


Arithmetick 
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Arithmetick can count. But that I e 
„ight, 
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And therefore to begin: 


- Firſt, In the World below, we ow'd unto 
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his Goadneſs no leſs than all the Goods we 


were poſſeſs'd of: All that we were, and alt 


that we enjoy*d was wholly owing to him : For 


it was be that made us, and not we our ſebves + 
And we were in his Hands ſo like the Clay 

that is in the Potters, he might have made us 
any other Creatures: Nay more, we were ſo _ 
much that Negative from whence we were exs 


tracted, that had he pleaſed, he might for ever 


have left us to that firſt Nothing from whence. 
we had our Being. Needs muſt his Love then 


— 


f 


R Ain WF. ; : . 3 Ker "4 
aiment, and all that thouſand 8 
. x 0 ' £ Sw - E 
an at Pounds can 
2 | ; 8 7 s - 7 bo p " N ou a 4 . 1 4 "ME to 4. 7F *f 
PT bs a a — ws ed SEL ö 
Fu * * » 2 . 
* 4 75 7 : 3 4 7 — P : . p i = Z 2 
* LO 1 9 > 5 ; . 2 Ro : 
* 1 * 4 - — * k 3 
7 a b | *% * g ; * 8 _. 
| WT — r 
0 ; 1 — 5 --- ., XY 
. 4 . < op 2 * 3 
| 4 8 82 8% 
2 * EE. 02 . 


52 The 2 to wot or. 


E. him to, and which he had been other. 
ways without. | 
- Secondly, But then, beſides all theſe more 
obvious Preſents of his Bount y, there are many 
things which in the World below we were de- 
liver'd from, that do as much enhance the 
Value of the divine Goodneſs to us; which, 
although perhaps leſs conſpicuous, are no leſs 
priz'd by thoſe below, whom Want of them 
makes ſenſible of their true Value. Should I, 
my Epenetus, but lead your Thoughts unto the 
Gallies, and ſhew you there thoſe wretched 
$4 Captives that lie chainꝰd unto their Oars, ex- 
poſed to all the Miſeries and Hardſhips of a 
Tempeſtous Sea; and yet do, through the 
barbarous Uſage that they meet with on the 
Shore, leſs fear the Ocean, than any Port, fave 
Death: Or ſhould I draw the Curtains of ſick 
and dying Men, and open to you that ſad 
Scene of Sorrow, on which ſo many pine and 
' anguiſh by Diſtempers, ſo very grievous to 
be born, that Death is rather to. be choſe than 
Life : Or ſhould I bring you to the Hoſpitals, 
and ſhew you there the various Shapes of Hu- 
man Miſeries; would you not, my dear Epe- 
netus, think it a Mercy worth acknowledging, 
to be delivered from em? And ought we not 
to prize that divine Goodneſs, who has thus 
made us differ, and freed us from thoſe various 


forts of Miſeries to which ſo many Mortals are 
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_ expoſed : Not but ſometimes his Wiſdom ſees 
it meet to exerciſe his own beloved Children 
with long continued Sickneſs and ſharp Pains, 
and other outward great Calamities : But this, 
my Epenetus, is ſtill a farther Evidence of Love. 
and that he might preſerve them from the far 
worſe Contagion of their Sins, or Cure them 
of the evil Habits which they had contracted. 
Have you not ſeen, my Epenetus, (when in 
the World below) a tender Mother apply a 
painful Cauſtick to the Neck of her beloved 
Infant, when threatened with an Apoplexy 2 
And have you not concluded from it, ſhe thinks 
the trouble of an Iſſue an inferior Evil to Con- 
vultion Fits? ſo when we ſee the ever-bleſſed 
God, our Heavenly Father, does ſead Infirmi- 
ties and Croſſes, to reſcue thoſe he loves from 
under Sin's Dominion, we ſafely may conclude, 
he thinks Affliction a far leſs Evil than the 
guilt of Sin; ſince he is too wiſe and too indul- 
gent a Phyſician, to cure with ſuch a Remedy 
as ſhall be worſe than the DiſeaſdſGe. 
Tou may remember, Epenetus, That God 
| by Moſes gives the Iſraelites a Caution, leſt 
Proſperity (which is fo apt to make Men for- 
get all but their Enjoyments) ſhould make any 
of them ſay in their Hearts, My Power, and © 
the Might of my Hand hath gotten. me this Wealth, 
but on the contrary, commands them to R. 
member the Lord their God, jar it is He: that |} 
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gives them Power to get Wealth. And there 
was need enough of ſuch a Caution ; for we 
were too apt to forget that God gave us our 
Corn, and our Wine, and our Oii.— But, 
Thirdly, The divine Goodneſs exceedingly 
_ recommends the Advantageouſneſs of his Love 
to us, in that whilſt we were below, he gave 
us ſo great an Earneſt of ſpiritual Goods, and 
of expected Joys, that made even that Earneſt 
large enough to ſubſiſt upon with Comfort, 
and which really out-valu*d and far tranſcended 
all thoſe Momentary Pleatures it required us 
to forſake, to keepup a Title to Eternal Ones. 
But though the Mercies that the ever-bleſ- 
ſed God beſtowed upon us in the Life below, 
where both ſo many and ſo great, as made it 
a fit Theme ro-praiſe him for in Heaven; yet 
is his Love of a more laſting Date than any 
thing chat's in the lower World : It does not 
wich our Bodies, nor like (the uſual Cuftom 
of)] our Friends below, accompany us to our 
Graves, and leaves us: No, Epenetus, God's 
Love appears moſt bright, when our dark Eyes 
Ae cloſed; and then cleaves cloſeſt to the Soul, 
when the forſakes the Body ; giving each bleſ- 
ſed Saint that arrives here, good ground to ſay 
of him, what Naomi did once of Boaz, That 
he hath not left off bi; Kindneſs io the Living. 
aud io the Dead. And chere fore, Now indeed 
(ſays our great Sayiaur's happy Favourite] are: 
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te the Sons of God; and it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be But we know, when be ball 
appear, we ſhall be like bim. And what chat 
is, is now my preſent Theme. _ | 
It is the Love of God, the eyer-bleded God, 
my Epenetus, that gives us this Admiſſion in- 
to Heaven: Heaven the bright Seat of ſo much 
Happineſs, that we here ſcarcely count amongſt 
our Joys, that Heaven is the Seat of them. And 
here theExcellency of the Things that we poſſeſs, 
does as much diſappoint our Expectations, as in 
Fruitions in the World below, the Emptineſs 
is wont to do. For you have already heard the 
Apoſtle tell us, Eye bath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither hath it enter'd into the Heart of 
Man, the Things which God hath prepared far 
' them that love Him. And now, my Epenetus, 
our own Experience tells us ſo : Thoſe pure 
refined Delights, that we enjoy, not only ſtoop 
not unto Senſe, but are ſublime enough even 
to tranſcend Imagination, For whatſoever 
our Fancy formed below, as the moſt perfect 
Ideas, and moſt abſtracted Notions of cm 
Happineſs, our own more happy Experience 
of greater, plainly evince, came ſhort of what 
we find. Heaven is a Soil, whoſe F ruitfulnes 
is ſo confined to Joy, that even our e | 
ments and. Miſtakes, when in the World; Der 
low, do here contribute to our Happineſs. 


which does ſo much partake of his — 1 
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whoſe Sit! it is, that even the ſacred Oracles 
themſelves give but a Negative Deſcription of 
it;; and does not only remove our Thoughts 
from all that we enjoy'd below, but does exalt 
dem above what ever we could fancy there. 
Nor will you wonder Epenetus, that it ſhould 
be ſo, if you will but conſider, that here our 
Faculties are not only gratified with ſuitable 
and acceptable Objects, but are ſo heightened 
and enlarged, that our Capacities are both in- 
creaſed and filled. You know. that in the 
World below, a Child not yet releaſed out of 
the homely Priſon of the Womb, can there have 
no Ideas of thoſe Delights, which by the 
pleaſing Noiſes and the glittering Objects that 
will preſent themſelves to him after his Birth, 
will be afforded him. And the ſame Child, 
whilſt he continues in his Nonage, tho? he may 
with delight look upon Emblems finely drawn 
and painted, yet he can't imagine what Plea- 


- _ ſure the ſame Objects will afford him, when 


Age and Study ſhall have ripen'd his Intellec- 


| tuals, ard made him capable of Underſtanding - 


the excellent Moralities couch'd in thoſe curi- 
ous Emblems. Such a double. Advantage, 
Epenetus, among others, the Admiſſion into 

theſe ſacred Manſions, Logs” to all thoſe to 


1 that Set of Objects, if 1 may ſo perle 10 new 
1 and ſo peculiar to this Place, et their Ideas 
5 . 2 | 
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could never once enter into their Thoughts be- 
fore- they were admitted hither ; beſides this, 
our now enlarged Capacities enable us, even 
in Objects not altogether unknown to us before, 
to perceive Things formerly undiſcern'd, and 
derive thence both new and greater Satisfac- 


tion and Delight. 


Wonder not, my Epenetus, thatin deſcribing f 
of theſe glorious Things, I uſe Expreſſions 
you have not been heretofore uſed to hear; ſince 
my bright Theme is more above our Praiſes, 
than this bleſſed Region is above the Earth. 
For though my Language may ſeem Tumid 
and Aſpiring, yet ſeeming Hyperbolies may 
well be uſed in the Deſcription of Felicities, 
which makesthe moſt Hyperbolies but ſeeming 
ones : For the Joys of Heaven appear (like 


what the Stars do to the World below, by rea- 


ſon of their remoteneſs from them) extreamly 
little; though really in themſelves they are ſo 
vaſt, that a leſs than the largeſt is much geater 


than the biggeſt Object upon Earth; nay, 


than the whole Earth itſelf. And therefore, 
Epenetus, I endeavour (conſidering you are 


ſtill cloath'd with Mortality) to give, you an 
account of Heavenly Things, by Repreſenta- 


tions tranſcending what they appear to you, 


that I may thereby give you Notions leſs infe- = 
mw to what they truly are. 4 


. 


Fer here, my Epenerus the blef d enjoy | 
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Happineſs enough to rectify all thoſe miſtaken 
Notions we had form'd to our ſelves of it be- 
low : We are inſtructed here both how to 
Name and Rate all the Felicity which we poſ- 


ſeſs, which is made up of the Confluences of 


Perfection, and Perpetuity of all true Joys: 
Being made happy, (unlike to what Philoſophy 
pretends to do) not by the Confinement, but 
full Fruition of our utmoſt Deſires, which 
neither fail in the Choice of their Objects, nor 
miſs in the Enjoyment of them; but are uner- 
ringly Juſt, and infallibly Accompliſh*d. Here 
we not only ſee, but are made like thoſe bleſ- 
ſed Saints we in the World below ſo much ad- 


mir' d. Thoſe Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
fect, of which the divine Oracles have told us. 
are here our conſtant and familiar Company, 
into whoſe bleſſed Society we are not only wel- 
come, but increaſe it. Here likewiſe we be · 
hold thoſe glorious Spirits, whoſe Nature does 
inveſt them with ſo bright a Luſtre, that all 


the : Diſadvantage their Diſguiſes gave em, 


when they appear'd to us below, would ſcarce - 
- ſuffice to hinder us from making them the Ob- | 
* jects of our Adoration. 


But above all, we here behold, my Epenerus, 


+ (a Sight worthy the dying we}: that bleſſed 
3 Lamb of Gop, ſlain from the World's Found- 
ation in the divine Decree, that glorious Sa- 
3 e of whom the Soriptures does: fo much 
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al 3 entertain us; and who having 
done and ſuffer'd ſo much for us, does ſo high- 
ly deſerve of us, both upon the ſcore of his 
infinite Perfections, and upon the account of 
his ineſtimable Benefits. Yes Epenetus, here 
we behold that holy and divine Perſon, who, 
when he did vouchſafe to pitch his Tent among 
the Sons of Men below, and dwell with them 
on Earth, therzby to fit em by his Merits and 
Example to dwell with Him in Heaven, - did 
in ſo admirable a Manner mix an awful} Ma- 
jeſiy with an humble Meekneſs and the aſſum'd 
 Jefirmities of his human Nature with the Car- 
ruſcations of his Divine; expreſſing in his whole 
Life ſo Perfect and Exemplary a Virtue, with 
ſo much ſweetneſs and gentleneſs towards thoſe 
that were Aſpirers to it, though they came 
moſt ſhort of it, that even the Few, themſelves 
could ſay of him, That he bad done all Things 
wel: Nay more; his very Enemies, that were 
employed to apprehend him as a Malefactor, 
confeſs'd to thoſe that ſept em ſo to do, That 4 
neuer Man ſpoke like him. But there, my Epe- 
neus, this bleſſed Son of God was in the Forn 
of a Servant, which he put on, that he might 1 
- ſuffer for us, and exerciſe his Prieſtly and 
Frophetick Function in the World below: But 
hete we ſee him in that Regal State and Con- 
dition that belongs to him, by Virtue, af his 
ag Office, on the account hereof he s 
EK en 
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| The King of. Kings and Lord of Lords, all Power 
and Authority being inveſted in him, both in 
i] Heaven and Earth, encompaſſed with ſuch 
| radiant Majeſty and ſhining Splendor, that we 
i! may well eſteem him, what the great Evange- 
lick Prophet long fince called him, THE Ab- 
MIRABLE. For here our raviſh'd Souls by an 
4 attentive Contemplation of his Glories, ſtill find 
more Cauſe to imitate the Spouſe in Solomon's 
Myſtick Epiſbalamium, who having dwelt up- 
on the Beauty of the ſeveral Excellences that 
| concurr'd to the accompliſhing the divine 
. Bridegroom. breaks out into this Exclamation, 
{ Hie is altogether Lovely! His ſparkling Eyes 
j appear, in his exalted Glory on the Throne, 
ll (what the beloved Diſciple long ſince repre- 
i ſented them) like Flames of active Fire, and 
does into the raviſh'd Breaſts of the Beholders, 
' ſhoot Flames as Pure, as Holy, and as Death- 
leis, as what the Seraphims themſelves conſiſt 
of. And ſurely, Epenetus, ſince the divine 
Oracles do aſſure us, as I have ſaid already, I. 
never enter'd into the Heart of Man to conceive 
what God has here reſerved for thoſe that lave 
bim; that Glory can be but imperfectly ex- 
preſſed by the bare Epithet of Inconceiveable, * 
with which the bleſſed God rewards the meri- 
torious Sufferings and Obedience of the only be- 
Bo getton Son of his Love, for whoſe ſake he is 
3 Meaſed to confer on all the numerous . 
= - | 4 8 
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of his Elect, ſuch unimaginable Glenn He 
that vouchſafes unto ſo: many of his Servants _ - 
a Brightneſs, like that of the Stars, you can- 


not but think, Epenetus, does communicate a 


far more radiant Luſtre to the Son of Rigbte- 
, ouſneſs ; although your preſent Mortal State 

denies you to belold the Brightneſs of his Glory. 

But all this glorious Greatneſs of our blefſled - 


| Redeemer, does yet not make his K indneſs leſs ; 


Familiar, but only more obliging : For he dif- 
dains not, even aſter his Aſſenſion hither, - to 
ſay, Behold 1 ſtand at the Door and knock; if 
any Man bere my Voice, and open the Door, 1 
will come into him, and will ſup with him, and 
be with me. And that King in the Parable, | 
by whom our bleſſed Lord is repreſented, is 


pleaſed himſelf. to welcome each individual 


truſty Servant, with a peculiar, Well done good 
and faithful Servant. 
Wonder not, Epenetus, that. 1 feem o ſo- 


licitous to give you an Account of the high, 


Dignity and ſuper-· eminent Eelicity of our exalt- 
ed Saviour, and that I have endeavour'd. thus 
to let you know, that the bright Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs is now uncapable of ſuffering Eclipſes, 


but ſhines with an unclouded and unequall'd _ 


Splendor ; and that I know ſee Jeſus, who (as 
the Author to the Hebrews ſpeaks) was made a 
little lower than the Angels, crowned with Glory 
and Honour. For it makes een to be more 
2 N Heaven 
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Heaven to me, to find him Reigning here, 
who ſuffer'd 10 much for me in the World be- 
low, - And our Redeemer's Happineſs which 
is ſo great, and fo ineffable brings an Increaſe 
to ours, according to the Ardency of our Love 
to him. Nay. further, Epenetus, let me add, 
That tho our Joys are here ſo great, they do 
not need endearing Circumſtances, yet does 
it make our Happineſs more happy, as tis a 
Proof of our Redeemer's Love, than as it is a 
Donative of his Bounty. 

If it was matter of Rejoycing t to the diſ- 
grac'd' Apoſtles, that they were counted wor- 
thy to ſuffer Shame for his Name; how much, 
eink you, is their Joy, now they are admit- 
ted to reign with him? His having ſupported 


WO the Hardſhips and Toils, to which the afflicted 


Condition of our Mortality was expos'd, did 
fo much alleviate them, and refreſh us under 


them, that even in this Senſe allo it might be 
truly faid, The Chaſtiſement ef our Peare was 
por him, and by his Hurts we were bealed. 
ut can you think, Epenetus, that he, that 
has reliev'd us even by his Croſs, does not do 
more for us by his Crown ? Here he not only 
does admit, but even does invite each faithful 
Servant to no leſs a Bleſſing than to enter into 
is Maſter's Joy. So rich a Source of Hap- 
. neſs did Chriſt make himſelf to us, in all 


e and Conditions, that in "a 
an = 
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and Heaven, it was and is his gracious and con- 

ſtant Employment, to ſhare our Griefs, or to 

impart to us his Joys; and either leflen our 
Miſeries by his Sufferings, or increaſe our 

Happineſs by his Felicity. 

Having thus treated of the Hunk of ü 
thoſe Cæleſtial Manſions, reſulting from the 
beatifick Sight of our redeeming Lord, the 
Crown of all our Bleſſedneſs, 1 now proceed 
to tell you, Epenetus, what you perhaps may 
have obſerved already, That here we do not 

only ſee our elder Brother, Chriſt, but alſo our 
Friends, Kindred and Relations, that in the 

World below lived in his Fear, and died in 
his Favour; which is a large Addition to our 
Happineſs. Nor do we only know our Friends, 
Relations and Contemporaries, but all the 
Saints that lived in all the Ages of the World. 
Thus though Elijab (C whom I found diſcours 
ling with you) lived in the World below Jong #7 

time before the bleſſed Meſſab was made Fleſh, 
yet you no ſooner ſaw, then you ſtraight knew 


him; and ſo you will do Adamalſo, when du 
ſee him. Nor can I think this a neẽCw Notioen 


to you, ſince you might long ago have learnt 
it from the facred Oracles: Our blefſed-Savis 
our himſelf having told us, not only that the 
Children of the Reſurrection ſbail be liłe the An- 
gels, (who in the Viſions both of the Prophet 
TROP! and the Apnſtle Jobn, appear to be 
8 4 
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acquainted with each other) but alſo i in the 
Parable of the miſerable rich Man and the 


happy Beggar, the Father of the Faithful is 


repreſented as knowing not only the Perſon 
and preſent Condition, but alſo the paſt Story 
of Lazarus: And the Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
did (when in the World below) expect his 


converted and pious. Theſſalonians to be his 


Crown at that great Day, when they having 
turn'd many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall (as the 
beloved Daniel tells us) confer a Star-like and 
immortal Brightneſs: And I am ſure, my 
Epenetus, you have often read of the Transfi- 
guration- of the bleſſed Redeemer in the holy 
Mount, where Moſes and Elijab were diſcour- 
ſing with him; and then you can't forget how 
readily the three Diſciples knew them: This 
was no other but a Type of Heaven, where. 

all the Saints are known to one another, Think 


you our Knowledge here is leſs than that which 


Adam had in his firſt State of Innocence ? And 
yet you know that Adam knew Eve his Wife 
when ſhe was firſt brought to him, and told 
her, ſhe was Bone of his Bone, and Fleſb of bis 
Fleſh.—But what need further Inſtance ? Your 
own Experience has already told you that tis 
ſo: And were you but diveſted of Mortality, 
as in a tew Days you will, you'n: find it wi 
far greater Evidence. 
But let me ſhew you, my dear Epenetus, the 
| great 
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great Aae that the Knowledge of each 
other here, does bring to all the Bleſſet. 
Here *tis the Bleſſed dwell in an uninterrupt- 
ed perfect Union and Communion. with God 
and with each other; but without Knowledge, 
can be no Agreement; and without Agreement, 
no Communion ; and where there's no Com- 
munion, there's no Happineſs: So that to 
think we did not know each other hete, would 
be to think us ſhort of Happineſs, Here Epe- 
netus, the General Aſſembly of the Firſt-Born, 
as they receive their Happineſs from the bright 


Viſion of the Ever-bleſſed God, ſo they com- 


municate the pureſt Pleaſure to each other, an 
unfeigned ardent Love uniting all that pure So- 
ciety. On Earth, our love was kindled either 
from ſome natural Relation, or other civil Tye; 
or elſe on the account of ſome viſible Excellen- 
cies, that render a Perſon worthy of our Choice 
and Friendſhip. : But here, our Reaſons are far 
greater, and the Degrees of Love incomparably 
more fervent: For in this ſupernatural State, 


all carnal Alliances and Reſpects do ceaſe. T he 


bleſſed Apoſtle, even when on Earth, told us; 


If he bad known Christ after the Fleſh, he knew. 
him ſo no more. For by the Reſurrection and 


Aſcenſion oſ our bleſſed Lord, he was tranſport- 
ed into another World, — had Communion 


with him as an heavenly King, without low re- 


gards to the Temporal Privilege of Converſing 
with him on Earth. Our ſpiritual Relation | is 
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more near and permanent then the ſtricteſt Band 
of Nature. Hete we have all relation to the 
. fame heavenly Father, and unto Jefus Chriſt 
the Prince of Peace; and Head of our happy 
Fraternity. The principal Motives of Love, 
even on Earth, are the inherit Excellencies of a 
Perſon. Wiſdom, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Fide- 
| lity, are mighty Attractives to Affection, and 
produce a more intimate Confederacy of Souls, 
than Propinquity in Nature, or any other carnal 
Reſpects. Virtue is amiable in an old Perſon, 
though wrinkled and deformed: ; and Vice is 
hateful in a young Perſon,:tho? beautiful. And 
you have ſeen on Earth, my Epenetug, clearer 
Eyes than thoſe of Fleſh; a purer Light than 
what is ſenſible, a diviner Beauty than what is 
Corporeal, and a nobler Love than what is Sen- 
ſual ; which made the Royal Prophet declare, 
That all his Delight was in the Excellent, But 
even ſpiritual Love has its Allays below. Fer 
there are Relicks of Frailty in the beſt of Men 
there, and ſome Blemiſhes that render them leſs 
amiable. But here the Image of God is com- 
pleat, by the Union of alt the glorious Virtues 
requiſite to its Perfection; and every bleſſed Soul 
agrees exactly with the firſt Exemplar; a di- 
vine Beauty ſhines in them, ever durable; a 
Beauty that darts no Contagious Fires: a Beau- 
ty that's inviolable, and cannot ſuffer Injury. 
The true Worth of the Saints below is very 
uttle viſible, the leaſt Part of it * 
9 „ VVV 
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3 Earth i is fruitful. in its Plants and Flowers, but 
its Riches are in Mines of precious Metal, and 
Veins of Marble hidden in its Boſom, True 
Grace appears in ſenſible Actions; but i its Glory 
is within, But here their Excellencies are in 
open View, the Glory of the bleſſed God is re- 
vealed in them: And ah ! how attractive is the 
divine Likeneſs to an holy Eye | How does it 
raviſh me to ſee my Fellow-Saints ſhining with 
an immortal pie; Beer ! And there Love is re- 
ciprocal, Venga; to the Cauſe of it. An 
equal conſtant Flame is here preſerved by pure 
Materials. ſere every one is perfectly ataiable, 
and perfectly enamour'd with each other. And 
© how happy is this State of Love! Well 
might the Pſalmiſt break out into that Rapture, 
Bebold, how good and pleaſant it is for Brethrea 


to dwell together in Unity !] Had he then ſeen I 


that happy Union which he now here enjoys 
with all the faithful Ones. Love is the Beauty 
and the Strength of all Societies, and the great 
Pleaſure of our Lives below. How: Excellent 
then muſt the Joy be of the Bleſſed here; who 
witneſs the Accompliſhment of what our Sa- 
viour pray'd for, when on Earth! That they . .» 
may be One, as thou Father art in Me, and I 
in Thee, that they alſo may be One in Us, The 
bleſſed God i is abſalurely One in his glorious Na- 
ture and Will, and therefore is unalterably Hap- 


pys and the inviolable Unity of the Saints Lohe, 4 


Ma: bright Ray 1 Eſſential Unity 9 I 
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the ſacred Perſons. Here Love effectively trans- | 
forms one Soul into another, and makes the 
Glory of each Saint redound to the Joy of all. 
Such is the Power of this cæleſtical Fire, where 

we burn, it melts and mixes Souls in ſuch an 
intire Union, that by Complaiſance and an inti- 
mate Joy, the Bleſfedneſs of All is, as it were 
proper to every one, as if every one were plac'd 
in the Hearts of All, and All in the Heart of 
every One. And ſure where there is Love like 
this, all needs muſt be Delight. And how can 
it be otherwiſe ? ſince in this ble ſſed Society, 
there's a continual receiving and returning of 
Love and Joy, with mutual Reciprocations of 
Endearment; and their Converſation and In- 
tercourſe is Raviſhing. Think, Epenetus, what 
an Entertainment of Love and Joy there 1s, in 
the Preſence and Diſcourſes of dear Friends be- 
low; how do their mutual Aſpect, like a Chain 
compos'd of Spirits luminous and active, faſten 
and draw their Souls to one another? And 
though there be no Frien@ſhip' on the Earth 
without Allays, yet the Felicity of Love con- 
ſiſteth in their Converſation. But whatſoever 
is commendable in Friendſhip, is in Perfection 
here: And whatſoever is an Allay, . occaſion*d 
by Men's Fully or their Weakneſs, is all abo- 
Jiſh'd here. The Bleſſed here with overflowing 
of Affection, recount the divine Benefits; and 
all thoſe admirable Methods, whereby the Life 


of Grace. was firſt began, preſerv d and carry d 
. IP» 


but here the Eccho of thoſe Songs. wherewith © 
the Heavens above reſound, thoſe Songs where- | 
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on, amidſt 8 tha Succeſſion of Mer- 
cies, in the Time of our Hopes, and the Con- 


ſummation of all, in this time of our Enjoyment. 


Have you not yet heard, Epenetus, the Melody 


of both Saints and Angels make about the. 


Throne? And how they all concur in their 


Thankſgivings to God, for making of them rea- 


ſonable Creatures, ſuch as are capable both of 
loving and enjoying Him ; when they might 


have been of the loweſt Ordef i in the whole Sphere 
of Beings : For his compaſſionate Care and Pro- 


vidence over them in the World: But eſpecially 


for his ſovereign and ſingular Mercy, in electing 


them to be Veſſels of Honour; and for his 
powerful Grace, in reſcuing them from the cruel 


and ignominious Bondage of Sin: For his free 


Love, that juſtified them from all_their Guilt, 


by the Death of his only Son, and has now 


glorified them with himſelf, We are never 


weary, Epenetus, of this delightful Exerciſe, but 
continually bleſs him for his Mercy that endures 

for ever. Yea, the winged Cherubims and Ser- 
aphims about the Throne, cry one to 8 | 


to expreſs their Zeal and Joy, in celebrating his 


eternal Purity and Power, and the Glory of his 
Goodneſs. And O how unſpeakable is the 


Pleaſure of this Conſort ! Every Soul being har- 


monious, and contributing his Part to the full 


Muſick of Heaven. O could the World below 3 


t <4 . 
- . * 0 
* —_— . 4 p 4 
24 * * a 7 
. — - ; 52 
- » — = 
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With the Saints do here T riumph, in the juſt 
Praiſe and ſolemn Adoration of the King of 
Spirits, how would it inflame their Deſires to 
be join'd with them = 
But beſides all that Happineſs that does here 
accrew to us, by the Knowledge of our Friends, 
| Kindred and Relations, and that which does re- 
ſult from that Communion we have here with 
God, and with each other; it is to me, my Epe- 
netus, a mighty Happinefs J here enjoy, in Un- 
derſtanding ſatisfactorily all thoſe deep and ob- 
ſcure Myſteries of Religion, which the profoun- 
deſtRabbies of the World below were not aſham'd 
to own they could not fully comprehend ; but 
after all the Toil and Induſtry of their moſt 
anxious Enquiries, were reduc'd to fit down - 
with the great Apoſtle, Rom. 11. 3. in Admi- 
Tation of that Depth, whole Bottom they can 
never fathom. And I acknowledge that it is to 
me a mighty Pleaſure, that here I underſtand 
thoſe obfeure Paſſages of the ſacred Oracles 
which ibi aung all that bold Criticks and 
learned Expoſitors have attempted to Illuſtrate, 
do to the World below remain fo ſtil] : Nor can 
it well be otherwiſe, becauſe they can't diſcern 
how exquiſitely the ſeveral Parts of Scripture are 
fitted to the ſeveral Times, Perſons, and Oc- 
currences, wherein their all- fore: ſeeing Author 
intended moſt to uſe them; all which are ob- 
| vious to us here; and conſequently we diſcern _ 


a perfect Harmony between thoſe Texts, that 
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in the World. below . 'd _ at Mig. 


Hexe, Epenetus, we have clearly ky 19; 
us thoſe Riddles — Providence, which hays, 
but too often tempted even. good Men upan; | 
Earth to queſtion God's Condudt in the avern 

ment of the World; whilft the Calamities 

Perſecutions of Virtue and Innocence ſeem. ap- | 
proved by him, . who accumulates Proſperitj a 


their criminal Oppoſeis. Here we are thorough : 


ly convinced, that all thoſe ſeeming irregulari-. 
ties which the Heathens thought fit. to impure |. 
to the giddy Whimſies of a Female Deity, are 
not only conſiſtent with the divine F and 
Goodneſs, . but are Productions, of it. And 
though ſuch a Belief do, to, intelligent Per Fer 
is che World below, ſcem a great Piece 
demal, yet: here it does appear as rea 
a8 there they find it difficuſt. For e | 
was one of Job's well-meaning, butunkind Com; 
* forters) has told us long ago, They that live pr 
on Earth are butiof yeſterday, and know, nat hing, 
becauſe I bei- Days there ars but 4 Shadetw 31 1 
the ſhortneſs of their Tranſitory Lives not Per? 
mitting them to continue long enough Spe 
tors there, to ſee above a Scene or two at. moſt T 
of that great Play acted by Mankind on the 
Stage of the World, its no wonder that they are 
apt to harbour ſiniſter Thoughts of, the Contri- ? 
ver of a Plot, neither the Beginning nor End 
whereof they are acquainted with. But when 
: 0 the Whole of the divine Conduct in tbe 
F 4 5 Eg. Admi- _ 7 
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Adminiſtration of Things ſhall be diſclos'd, as 


here ts all thoſe Revolutions and Occurren- 
ces of Empires, States, Families, and particu- 
lar Ferſons, which Mortals are ſo prone ſo 
to quarrel with below, do here to us appear ſo 


= juſto reqinſite and ſeaſonable, that thoſe very 


things that while we were on Earth tempted us 
to deny God, do here engage us to praiſe Him: 
And indeed, we are not ſo properly ſatisfied, 
as Raviſhed, with the Beauty of his Providence. 
But, Fpenetus, beſides this general Provi- 
dence of God, of whoſe adorable Wiſdom in the 
Conduct whereof ] have been ſpeaking ; we are 
ber eſpecially tranſported with Wonder and Gra- 
Z tide at thoſe Diſcoveries of thedivine Goodneſs, 


Which he is pleas'd to make, of the Reaſons of 


his Diſpenſations towards each one in particular. 
O Epenetus, I have ſeen towards my ſelf, not 
only the Neceſſity and Juſtice, but even the 


wy Mercifultiels of thoſe very Afflictions that I once 
wy (when upon” Earth) imputed to his Severity: 


And Tam new fully convinced; no Stroke I mer 
with in the World below, (and you can tell, 
my Epenetiis, that there I met with many, as 

well as great Afflictions) either came ſooner or 

fell heavier, or ſtaid longer, than the Occaſion 
that extorted it, exacted. And I am ſatisfied, 
my Hopes were never diſappointed, but to ſe 


cure my Title to better Things than what 1 
BB hoped for. Nor was my Intereſt (or what at 


least I thought then to de ſo) ever prejudiced, _ 
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but when *twas more to the Advantage of what 
was truly ſuch. Yes, Epenetus, all that unwel- 
come Darkneſs, that on Earth ſurrounded . my. 
purblind Underſtanding, is now vaniſh'd,: and 
did ſo at the firſt dawning of this bright Eter- 


nal Day; wherein the Reſolution of all thoſe, 4 


Difficulties, which upon Earth not only ex- 
ercis'd but diſtreſs'd my Faith, is granted to 
Reward it. | 

Here, Epenetus, ( to dr to a S * 
we do not only converſe with Saints and Angels, - 
but with that far more Infinitely Glorious Deity, 
who made them what they are, without at al! 
impoveriſhing Himſelf : Here we.not only en- 
joy Heaven, but its Maker, God:; and ſee 
Him as He is, who is our All in All: Com- 
priſing all the Goods we value in the Creatures, 
more eminently and fully, than the bright Lu- 


minary of the Day, excels the twink ling Tapers ; 1 | 


of the Night. For we are here ſo taken up with 
the Contemplation and Fruition of that gloriou 
Object, (in whoſe Infinity all Goods are both 
included and dilated); that Ages numberleſs, as 
are the Joys the; Beatifick Viſion dot abound J 
with, will ſcarce afford us leiſure for. 2 diverſion 4 
to any other Pleaſures than thoſe itſelf creates ; 1 
which are ſo numerous and ſo intire, that e defire - 3 
nothing that we haye not, except more Tongues to 
ſing more Praiſes to the bleſſed God, or a Capacity pA 

do payhim greater Thanks for what we havesA | 
even thoſe Deſires does his gracious, Acceptance - | 
5 | 95 mae 
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make, in being but conceiv'd, accompliſh'd. 
For otherwiſe the Reſidents of theſe bright Man- 
ſons do ſcarce know any other Want, than that of 
Need to wiſh ; the complete Bleſſedneſs of our 
Condition, reducing us to a happy Uſefulneſs 
of Wiſhes, by giving us ſo full a Pre- poſſeſſion 
of all the Objects of Deſire. Here Time, like 
Fire, having deſtroyed whatever it does prey on, 
does at Jaſt die it ſelf, and ſo goes out into Eter- 
nity. And here the Nature of our Joy is ſuch, 
rhat tho* after ſome Centuries of Years, they 
may ſcem to wax older, by having been enjoy'd 
fo many Ages, yet do they really ſtill continue 
as welcome and as freſh, as at the firſt : Tis the 
peculiar Property of our Felicity; it always 18 
the lame, yet ever New. Weatineſs argues 
Imperfection, either in the Objeẽt. or the Ap- 
petite; the former of which is * God, 
and the latter ceaſes here. 
For our Felicity is here fo great, chere 5 is no 
need of Variety to be a Part of it: Or if it does 
admit Variety, tis ſuch a one as conſiſts only ia 
the further Knowledge of its firſt Object, Gop; 
14 ke that which may be ſeen on Earth in the di- 
N | verfified Refractions of the ſame ſparkling Di- 
amond. In Gop there is, if I may properly fo 
ſpeak, ſuch an Identical Variety, chat che frui- 
tion of him both ſatisfies and creates Deſires: 
Tbo' That, without Satiety 3 and This with 
out Diſquiet. Other Delights do, like the 
 Eloaths Men uſually wear, grow ſtale, and 
8 quickly, - 
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quickly are worn out; whereas thofe heavenly 
Pleafures we enjoy, participate of that Preroga- 
tive of the Garments of the 1/raelites in the 
Wildernefs, not impairing by being uſed long: 
But as the Needle once touched with the Load- 
ſtone, would never, uncompell'd forfake it; 
but after Ages cling no leſs cloſely to it, than 
at the firſt moment of their Union: So do the 
Bleſſed here, with the ſame undiminiſh'd Freſh- 
neſs, ever poſſeſs their Joys, as if each Mo- 
ment were the firft that they poſſefs*d them in. 
And if our Happineſs does not improve by our 
Enjoy ments of it, it is perhaps becauſe the 
Greatneſs of it does render it uncapable of in- 
creaſing: Or if our Pleafures do admit Acceſſi - 
on, they alſo do receive it, from the Aſſurante 
that we have that we ſhall taſte them ever, and 
perpetually repeat the fame renew'd Fruitions, 
to an Eternity; endeared by nothing more than 
by the quiet leafure i ir does afford us undiſtract- 
edly to employ it in Celebrating of Jenovan's' 
Praiſes; and in a Condition happicr in wat by. | 
it we are paſt doing, than paſt ſuffer) ill. 
In brief, our derben Je os are here ji | 
berleſs, and ſo Immenſe, that we: hall neal JS 
(as well as) have Eternity itlelf t to 00 - heme q 
/ fully. „ CHI T Y 
| Bur aides Epenctus, you Kill are . 
the Body, and may beErited with hearing 8 | 

I could be for ever à relating ; - ſo vaff is the 
Kappen that! * and fo great Pleaſures 
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is there in relating it. I ſhall now RTE OM on- 
ly further add one Property of our enjoyed 
Happineis; and that is, that the vaſt multitude 
of bleſſed Souls, that are Partakers of this Joy 
and Glory, does detract nothing from each 
private Share nor leſſen the Property each hap- 
py Saint has in it in particular: This Ocean of 
Felicity being ſo Bottomleſs, that the innumer- 
able Company of all the Saints and Angels ne- 
ver can exhauſt it: Nor is this ſtrange at all; 
for in the World below, which does conſiſt of 
many ſpacious Countries, and many of em di- 
WI |. vided by large Seas from one another, each ſe- 
veral Nation does alike enjoy the Benefit of 
Light; nor is there any can complain that they 
enjoy it leſs, becauſe another does enjoy it too; 
but all enjoy its Benefit as fully, as if none elſe 
1 enjoy'd it but themſelves. Indeed there is this 
| difference between the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
and that which ſhines upon the World below, 
that whereas the Latter, by his Pre ſence, eclip- 
:ſes all the Planets (his Attendants;) the Former, 
= tho” radiant. with a much greater Splendor, will 
by his:Preſence. impart it to his Saints; and ſo 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles doth inform 
you, "where he ſays, then Christ, who is our 
Life, ſhall appear, then N we pad alſo with 
Vim in Glory. 
It is the Language of ench bleſſed Sul to his. 
Redeemer, #4 am my Beloved s, and my Beloved- 
is mine. For each have a peculiar claim km. 

ö im. 


Viſions of Heaven, 7 
him. And David 0 who when he lived on Earth, 
was ſo well ſkiled in ſinging Songs of Praiſe 
to his Redeemer ) ſays of all them that put their 
truſt in God, That be ſhall abundantly ſatisfy them 
with the Faineſs of his Houſe, and make them drink 
of the River of his Pleaſures : As if he meant to 
inſinuate, that as when a multitude of Perſons 
drink of the-ſame River, none of them is able 
to exhauſt it, and yet-each of them had the full 
Liberty of drinking as much as he can, or as 
much as he could, tho? none but himſelf ſhould 
be allowed to drink of it : So whoſoever enjoys 
God, enjoys him wholly ; or at leaſt, enjoys } 
him ſo entirely, in relation to his Capacity, 
that the Fruition of whatſoever reſts unenjoy d 
in God, is forgiven by the Immenſity of he 
Object, and not the Prepoſſeſſion of his Rivals. 
Thus, Epenetus, J have given you a brief 
Account of our Cæleſtial Canaan : Tis not in⸗ 
deed the thouſandth Part of that which migit 
be ſaid; yet tis enough to let you ſee, it is a 
Land flowing with Milk and Honey: And max 
well enough ſerve to whet your Longing for a 
more fruitful and experimental ee , 
it; for none can fully know the Happineſs we 
here enjoy, until they come to be Partakers of it. 
Epen. Junius having finiſned his Excellent, 
'Difcourſe, I returned him many Thanks; aſſu- 
ring him that I was ſo far from being tired with + 
hearing it, that I was exceedingly Delighted, 
25 well as Inform'd by it; om that 1 could nit 
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but be much pleas'd in hearing a Dee 
that Happineſs, which, through the Super- 
aubounding Merits of my bleſſed Redeemer, - 31 
hoped in a ſhort time to be Partakers of. 
: ul. To wait with Faith and Patience (re- 
plycd the happy Junius) until your Mortal Body 
be laid down, is what is now your Work: And 
then you'll know far more than I have told you. 
| You'll hear, and fee, and know things then at- 
ter another rate than now you do. Your Ears 
ant fitted now to hear thoſe Melodies that 
Saints and Angels make before the Throne, 
nor can your Tongue repeat thoſe Songs of 
Praiſe which here the Bleſſed make continually, - 
Your Eyes (tho ſtrengthened above thoſe of 
other Mortals) can't yet behold the Brightneſs 
of the Glory thatfills this happy Place... tho' 1 
muſt grant what you have ſeen, has given you 


more ſuitable Ideas of it, than all that dwell 


A below, can make of Heavenly Things: Which 


$ is a Favour, ſo great and inexpreſſible, that you 


have mighty Cauſe to magnify his great exceed- 
ang Grace, through whoſe abundant Goodneſs 
You were admitted hither. _ | 
| That bleſſed Work (ſaid 1) freer can 
At Fry Don,  and*tis a Work I hope will ne - 
Der end, but be as laſting as the Cauſe of it, — 
Zut Junius, ſince I have had the Happinels of 
this Converſe with you, may I not alſo ſee. my 
| Mother here? (For I am Lure ſhe. is among the 
Bleſſed) She ing did da bags. + | 


q 
210 


. 


in this Place. | 


1 God, and caus d me every Day to read the 
holy Scriptures ; her pious Exhortations firſt of 
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all made me look after Heavenly and Eternal 
Things; and on her dying Bed, gave me a 
Charge, (whatever others did) to ſerve the Lord: 
She I am ſure, would much eg to ſee me 
Jun. Your Mother, Epenetus, is here in by 
and will, no doubt, exult and joy in God on 
your account, as ſhe continually does on her 
own: But in this happy Place, worldly Relations 
ceaſe. Nor is there Male and Female bere, but 


all are like ihe Angels; for Souls cannot be diſ- 


tinguiſh' d into Sexes :. And therefore all Rela- 


tions here are ſwallowed up in God: However, 


what, you have deſir d me: Your Suede An- 

gel will be with you ſtraight, and Re· conduct 

Jou to the World below : Where, when you 1 
ome, remember n da Scale 6 2 ; 


IRT o 


ſhe whom yau talled: Mother in the World be- 
low, you ſhall ſee preſently, —He had no foon- 


er ſpoke, but taking me by the Hand, far fwit- 5 4 | 


ter than an Arrow from a Pow, we paſs d by * 3M 
ſeveral ſhining Forms, Cloath'd i in 5 Nobes . © | 
Immortality, who ſeem'd to wonder at mer as; . 
paſs' dem; which I thought was occalianed. by = 
my being there in the poor Rags of fraik More 
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tality.— But Junius, having brought me to ied "= 

Mother, (for ſo I x Ae hy her, the! then I; aw a 

ſhining Form) ſaid to me, e 
Jun. Farewel, my Epenetus, Thavenow now. done 
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brate the mighty Wonders of divineſt Love, 
who has ſo far indulg*d your Weakneſs, as to ad- 


mit you hither, and with Corporeal r to ſee 
the Immaterial Glories of the Bleſſed. 
Epen. The Noble Junius having left me, I 


ſtraight drew near the ſhining Form that ſtood 
before me, who, compaſſed round with Rays 


of dazling Luſtre, appear'd extreamly Glorious: 
I hardly could behold her for the exceeding 


Brightneſs of her Countenance, or elſe it feem'd 
to me fo, becauſe I look*d with more Intenſeneſs 
on her, than on Elijab or the noble Junius. But 


taking it for granted * twas my Mother, I thus 
addreſſed her, My deareſt Mother, I joy to ſee 
you cloathed in that bright Robe of Glory, as an 


| Inhabitant of theſe bleſſed Realms of Light and 
Inmor soli. 


Mother. Dear Epenetus, (ſaid my Mother to 


| me) for what Lam, to Him that's on the Throne, 
and to the Lamb, be all the Praiſe and Glory; 


for he alone it is has made me ſo; This Robe 


of Glory, which you ſee me wear, is only the 


Reflection of his own bright Beams ! Ah Epe- 
netus, had not the Bleſſed, for ever Bleſſed, re- 


deeming Jeſus,” firſt cloathed me with his Robe 
of Righteouſneſs, I never ſhould have worn this 
Kobe of Glory. I do not aſſe you, Epenetus, 
Ine continu'd) how you come thus to be admit- 


ted here; for I have had already from Elijab, 


a jull Account of that; and muſt acknowledge 


the divine” Condeſcenſion has been exceeding 


„ / ; 
? — wy — «5. 1 N A " 


8 5 


* N OOTY * * 
N : 1 FOR 


5 Viſions of Heaven. "Ws | 


great in this Permiſſion ; for which eternal Praiſe 
be given to Him, Ah, Epenetus ! Thorough WM 
how many Dangers does divine Grace conduct 
our Souls to Glory ! I cannot think, but with 
the moſt admiring Thoughts of divine Love, 
how near I once was to eternal Ruin! Ionce 
was Poor, and Blind, and Naked, Caſt out unto 
the loathing of my Perſon, and lay polluted in my © 
Filth and Blood: But O the abundant Grace 
that found me in that wretched ſad Condition, 
and yet to me made it a Time of Love! Va d 
me from all my Filihineſs, and Purged me from 
my Sin! J once was nothing elſe but Darkneſs: 
But O miraculous and happy Change! I now | 
am full of Light, and Love, and Joy: I'once } 
was Foor and Miſerable, but now I am Enrich- # 
ed with all- that Heaven can give, or I receive: 
IJ onee was Naked, and expoſed: to Shame, but 
now Iam adorn'd withRobes of Light and Glory: | 
1 once was under Sentence of eternal Separation 
from the divine Preſence ; but now I am poſſeſ 
of God, my only Life. and Joy, and ſupreme 
Good : O how tranſporting is the Compariſon WM 
of. theſe ſo wide and contrary extreams!. Ando W 
how pleaſant is the bright Day vf Etergisꝭ, al- 
ter a Night ſo dark and ſo, tempeſtuous |- A 
does a vivid Senſe of thoſe paſt Evils,. produce 
a far and more lively Feeling and-Fruition of + 
my Happineſs : This makes the everlaſting. Bat on” 


* 
- 


lujabs, that 1 ſing to my . victorious Deliyerer, 
more raviſhing and more. harmonious. '- BW 
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' Epen. I muſt confeſs I was amaz'd to find my 
Mother in ſuch an Extaſie and holy Tranſport : 
And could not forbear ſaying, Ab my dear Mo- 
ther, you ſpeak like one that is indeed in Heaven, 
and feel the mighty Joys you are poſſeſt 7 

Mob. O Epenetus, ( ſhe replied again) you 
ſhould not think this ſtrange ! The mighty 
Wonders of divine Love and Grace, will be the 
ſubject of our Songs for ever. Nor ſhould you 
call me Motber here, altho' I once was fo ; for 
here all ſuch Relations ceaſe, and are all ſwallow- 

ed up in God, who is alone the Great Father of 
all this heavenly Family: And 1 muſt tell you, 
Epenetus, you are far more dear to me, as you 
are one that love and fear the Lord, and ſo 
through Faith is his Adopted Son, than as you 


3 are the Son born of my Body. Tis here our 
F greateſt Mercy, that we have God, the Foun- 


tain of our Happineſs ; and all chat we enjay is 


I in and through Him; who is an Object that's 
| every way ſo edequate to all our moſt enlarg*d 


Capacities, and in enjoying Him, we enjoy all 

that we can aſk or think. 

pen. I then deſir d to know if I ſhould tell 

her in What Condition I left my Father and my 
' Brethren in the World below, when I was Car- 
ried thither? | 

Mlatb. To this the anfwerd: No Since! 

have put the Body off, I have with that too put 


Off all Relations inthe Fleſh : Here God ( faid 


- F He) 3 is Alli in All unto me : Thave W 


88 7 hons of Heaven, ; 


but the bleſſed Bridegroom of my Soul, he Wy 5 
is fairer than the Children of Men; who i is alone 
deſirable to me: Nor have I here any Relations 
elſe : We are all Children of one Father here, 
and Servants of one Maſter, whoſe bleſſed Ser- 
vice is our perfect Freedom. And as for thoſe 
J left behind me in the World below, I have 
committed them to God, in whoſe good Pleaſure 
I am happy, whatſoever i it be. I ſhall be glad 
and heartily rejoice to ſee them all Heirs of this 
bleſſed Inheritance: For then I ſhall be well 
aſſured the Will of God is ſo. But if they ſhould 
cloſe-in with the Grand Enemy of theit Salva- 
tion, and refuſe the Grace that's offered them, 
and thereby Periſh in their Unbelief, God wil! 
be glorified in his Juſtice, and in his Glory I 
ſhall ſtill rejoice. But ſince dear Epenetus, you 
muſt Jeſcend again into the World below, ypu 
cannot better ſhew your Love to God, and Zeal 
for the progeung of his Glory, than by endea- MW 
vouring to turn them to the Ways of Righte- 
ouſneſs : Nor do you know. but that miahy he | 
one end why this peculiar Privilege. bas Wee 1 
allowed you. . Re] 
Wildt! was thus diſeourſing with i my Mothes: | 1 
a numerous Company pais d before me, cldatliil- 
ed in long Robes, white as the Morning'sBright- - 
neſs, and purer far than any thing thatever yer 
deſerv'd that Name, each having CM, W of YN 
Glory: on. their Heads, which ſparkled forth 1 re-' 
kulgent Luſtre ; Hy one IG; in theic 2 | 
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Right Hand a Palm of Victory: And as thay | 
paſſed by, I heard*em ſay, Salvation to our God 
which fits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb : 
Another Company, who had a very glorious 
Appearance, and covered their Faces with their 

ings, whom I took to be Angels, anſwered 
them ſaying, Amen Bleſſing, and Glory, and 
Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and 
Power, and Might, be unto our God for ever and 
ever, Amen. 

I then enquired what that great Company | 
were, that were arrayed in Garments of ſo pure 


|. a White, with Palms of Victory in their Hands? 


And I was told, they were the noble Company 
of Martyrs, who having endur'd great Tribula- 
tions in the World, and laid down their Lives 
for the Word of Cod, and the Teſtimony which 
"they beld, bad now their Robes waſhed in the Blood 
of The Lamb, and had Palms in their Hands in 


loten of Viftory——1 then ask'd from whence 


they came? And I was anſwer'd, They came 
1850 under the Altar, where they had been 
crying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dof 
thou not Fudge and Avenge our Bloodon them that 
* dwell on the Earth? _ 55 | 
ßen. I thought that- all chi Saints read 
| that Reft, and Peace, and Joy in God, Which 
did not permit them to have any Thoughts of 
Revenge towards their Fellow-Creatures :' And 
1 was the more inclined. to think ſo, becauſe | 
wy of them had We, 92 their Fe f 
in 
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in . World below, even at the very Stakes, 
and when they have been under the Hands of 
the Executioners ; and it ſeems ſtrange to me,. 
that meek and that forgiving Spirit, ſhould be: I» 
alter'd here in Heaven. 1 


' 


Mob. The Saints here do indeed poſlck that 
Reſt, and Peace and Joy in God, which is the 
Sum of all their Happineſs; but having reſign d 
themſelves intirely to the divine good Pleaſure, 
they cannot but deſire God's Will may be ful - 
fill'd in all reſpects, and therefore knowing that 1 
it is the Will of God to render Tribulation fo, p 
them that have troubled them ; and that he do 
deſign to glorify himſelf, by bringing down 8 
Judgments on the Anti- chriſtian Whore, whe. 
hath 1 ber ſelf drunk with the. Blood of ib 
Saints and of the Martyrs of Feſus, they Sand 
but deſire the Will of God may be done, and, 
that his Name may be glorified; WI 2 7 
know will be the Reſult of his executing Judg- 
ment upon the great Whore ; for when Baly- 
on is fallen, a nem Song ſhall be put into their 
Mouths; and then it ſhall. be ſaid, Ręioice quer 
ber, thou Heaven, and ye holy. Apoſtles, and Pro- 
phtets, for God hath . you of her. Lea, 
then ſhall they ſing, Halleluia Salvation, 4 aud 
Glory, and Honour, and Powers unto the Lord 
aun God; ſor True and Rigbleaus, are his Fudge. 
. ments-pi fer he hath judged the great bare, which - 
did conruni thti Earth with, ber Fornications and 
| 4b — . Blood ef it Ser vate n 
— LM „„ Hand; 
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Hand; and therefore praiſe cur Cod, all ye Ler- 
wants, and ye that Fear his Name, both ſmall and 
great: And again they fing Halleluiab. So that 

their crying under the Altar, How long, O Lord, 
boly and true, dof? thou not avenge our Blood on 
them that dwell upon the Earth, is net out of any 
deſire of Revenge, but that God may be glori- 
fied for his righteous Judgments. 

Epen. Having declared my Satisfaction in 
ver; deſired to know whether the Souls 
of the Bleſſed underſtood what Affairs were tranſ. 
acting in the World below, and whether they | 
had any Concern therein ? 

Moth. To this ſhe reply'd, The Sue of all 

our Knowledge here, is to know God, the 
Fountain of our Happineſs : : But as to the Af. 
fair of particular Perſons, we are not concern'd 
with them; and are ignorant of them; being 
Mill finite, tho? glorified Creatures : The being 
Preſent in all Places, is an Attribute peculiar to 
God alone, 10 whoſe Sight every Creature is ma- 
nifeſt. Tho? the Proſperity or Adverſity of the 
Church below in their Militant State, is repre- 
ſented to us by the Angels, who are Miniſtring 
Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter to rhoſe that Phallhe 
Heirs of Salvation : And from what we learn 
by them, we are excited to renew our Praiſes | 
to him that fits upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever. The admirable Providences 
of Get in the Deliverance and Preſorvation of 
bis Church, Þ _ — we reflegt" __ "_ | 


- 
go” 


Viſions of Heaven, - 


the greateſtl Pleaſure and Delight, and pr: 1 | 
God for, with the greateſt Ardency of Aﬀecttic, 5 
deſiring alſo that his Glory and his People's Hap 
pineſs may beconſummate, by the Red | 
of the whole Church, which ſhall not be till the 
Bride hath made her ſelf rea 855 and the myſtical 1 
Body of Chriſt be compleate: 3 
Epen I then told her, I would only aſk her 
one thing more, (for I believed my Conductor 
was ready to come for me) and that was, in 
what Manner their Time was ſpent in this bleſ- 
ſed Place, and what their general Converſation 
_ with each other was? 
Mob. To this ſhe reply'd, O my Ep % 
How much does that Clog of Mortalit you 
ſtill bear about you, cloud your Underſtanding, 
even in theſe bright Regions? Tou ſpeak of 


Us as ſtill cloathed with. mortal Fleſh, and con- 


ſider not that here Mortality is fwallowed up of 
Life, and Time is chang'd into Eternity, with» 
out Succeſſion or End. Tis true indeed, that 


in the World below, there's a continual F dux of 27 ' 


Time, which is divided into Hours, and Days, 
and Weeks, and Months, and Years : But here 
there's no ſuch thing, here is no Night by which 
Dos are e e nor 0 Orbs . 


„ „„ 


e Sete, here's no Time to 5 


| Bur chen, as to the other Part of your Queſ- 2 1 
| BY tion, what our . e with each 


other 9 


N 810 „ * 
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otlir is? Eternity can only fully anſwer it: We 
have Work enough to do, throughout the 
nerous Ages of Eternity; and that fo very. 

'/ ele and delightful, it both creates our Joy, 
and ſtill encreaſes it. What is there more de- 
lightful to the Soul than Knowledge? And you 
may then ſoon think how vaſt a Field we have to 
trace it in: And as our Knowledge does increaſe, 
ſo do the Adorations we pay to the divine Au- 
thor of it: For this is our peculiar Happineſs, 


chat all our Diſquiſitions here, of whatſoever 


. Kind, tend to illuſtrate the high Praiſes and A- 
doration of the Ineffable THREE-ONE. 
How many Wonders of the Deity, my Epe- 
tis, do ſhine forth in the Works of Nature in 
the World below, which till lie hid and undiſ- 
- Cover'd unto the moſt elaborate Enquirers into 
them ? How many Things are there below, 
you know not how are done, and yet are well 
aſſured that they are? Who can tell how a Tree 
| gn from a Seed, or à variegated curious 
lower; from a poor -ſfimpleSlip without anyDiver- 
. ſity? And yet that ſo it does, is evident enough. 
Why the Magnetick Stone attracts the Needle, 
or Amber picks up Straws, are ſome of the h- 
 cand's of Nature, which yet puzzles the wiſeſt 
of Mortals, to tell by what ſecret Sympathies it 
came tv paſs ; altho* the matter of Fact be 2012 


4 obvious. Theſe things are made intelli ib 
here, and all their occult Cauſes laid open 8 dur 


1 Keen which likewiſe does excite our We 
= _ wm 5 
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e and renewed Praiſes to Him, who | 
is ſo Excellent in Working. 5 
And then again, The wondrous Magnitude, 
as well as Contextures, of the Cæleſtial Orbs, 
(which vain Aſtrologers in vain pretend to 
netrate) are here both in their Cauſes and Effects, 
made known unto the Bleſſed, who being filled 
with higheſt Admiration, adore the ever bleſſed 
God for all his Works of Wonder. 
Not that we have this Knowledge barely bya 
ſimple Intuition, but by the mutual Exerciſe of 
our difcurſive Faculties, whereby our Knowledge 
ſtill becomes Progreſſive Nor do I deny, but 
that by Intuition our here enlarged Faculties re- 
ceive a great Addition: For here we at one 
View can behold more, than we can do Succeſ- 
ſively below in many Vears: To which the. 
Swiftneſs of our Motion does alſo much contribute. 


But farther yet, The Works of God's Al. 3 Li 


oinhey Providence, and with what--wondrous 
Wiſdom he has over Trul'd and govern' cf all E- 
vents, is ſuch a Theme as well becomes us here 
to be continually contemplating ; an@which the. 
more we view, the mote we find oecafjon* OY 


to magnify the great and glorious Name of the: 4 1 n 
great Author of our Happineſs: Theſe Con- 
eee Epenetus, has often beef exceed 


x 


ngly delightful to me, when-Iti'tHe-Worldebes: 1 


E where I faw things dur twefyf darf And 


_ loſt'much of the Beauty 6f them ben of the 
e e was ee enen, 
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ing, by means of which I could not ſee far of. 


A Or Oe Ee CEE ENG RITIINY 
9 4 * * * 


But now, that all my intellectual Faculties are 


both enlarged and perfected, and I can ſee the 
| ws of what I then had but a ſhort and an 


rfect View of, how much more pleaſant and 


Lit - delightful muſt it bel! How much more muſt 
tit magnify the Wiſdom of the great Contriver! 
Io ſee Men eager in the Perſecution of their 
= own Deſigns, and the fulfilling of their Luſts, 
= not having a regard to any thing beſides the ſa- 

WE tisfying of themſelves ; and yet to ſee how all 


theſe things are over-rul'd to the affecting of 


= the divine good Pleaſure, and bringing things, 
long ſince decreed to paſs, altho* thoſe Inſtru- 
ments knew nothing of it, is indeed well befit- 

ting Him, who is ſo Wonderful in Counſel and 


Excellent in Working : To whom be Glory, and 


| . Bleſſing, and Praiſe, through all the endleſs | 
Ages of Eternity. 


Thus the eternal F ather had decrend. our | 


BF great Redeemer ſhould be born in Bethlehem : 
For ſo the Prophet Micab had declared, ſaying, 
But thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be lit- 

3 © tle amony the Thouſands of Fudah, yet out of thee 


Hall be come forth unto me, who is to be Ruler in 
Iſrael, whoſe Goings forth have been from f Old, 


en Everlaſting. But when the Time drew near 
* he ſhould be Born, the bleſſed. Virgin liv'd at 


Nazareth, yith her eſpouſed Huſband Joſe ow 
deſigning nothing elſe but to lye-in there which 


— have contradicted * 10 7 —— 0 Mer 4 


— 


ah: by divine e had ad ago ETD 
And therefore at this Time Auguſtus Ceſar the 


Roman Emperor, puts out a Decree, that all the 


Empire ſhould be Tax'd, and each one in his 
own City from whence he deſcended, and 
that both Men and Women: This cauſed che 
Bleſſed Virgin, and her eſpouſed Huſband, to 
go to Bethlehem, (big as ſhe was, and far was 
the way) that they might there be Tax'd, ac- 
cording to what Cæſar had decreed ; and there 
the Lord of Life muſt then be born, according 
to what Micah propheſied. Cæſar aimed only © 
at his getting Money; and yet that Aim of his, 
through the divine Wiſdom over-ruling it, was 
made a Means to bring about the fulfilling DE. : 
the Prophecy, in ſo important a Matter, as the 
Birth of the Meffiab. This tends exceedingly to 
magnify the mighty Wiſdom and over-ruling 
Providence of God, who governs all Events to 
his own Glory and his People's Good. 

Lou knew a Perſon, Epenetns, in the Word 
| below, who having propos d to go ſee a Friend, 
and ſtay at his Houſe ſome Days, fell down 
as he was getting up on Horſeback, and broke 
his Leg; which put a Stop to his intended Jour- 
ney : This he eſteem'd a very great Affliction: 
but ia a few Days after receiv'd Intelligence, 
that his Friend's Houſe was caſually 32 
very Night that he intended to haye lain th ICs 
aach all the People in it This made him lock on 


* chat which he at ee to be an, Aﬀfction, | 


* 9 
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2 bh a Mercy tohim : And that the 8 
of his Leg, was but in order to the ſaving ot 
is Life. Many fuch Inſtances of divine Love 
1 Pol Goodneſs might be given, which here the 
gBleſſed retain a lively Senſe of, and mention in 
cheir Songs of Praiſe ar Halleluiahs to God and 

to the Lamb. | 

Again, my Epenetus, Here all the Bleſſed 
are Eternally employ'd in finging Praiſes to 
Him, who by his wondrous Grace has brought 
them to his Gloty. Here we fee plainly that 
 Gulph of. everlaſting Ruin, in which we were 
Ss fo like to plunge our ſelves, had he not ſtop'd 
our Way. He often hedg'd up our Way with 
= Thorns, that ſo we might not Travel to Deſ- 
truction. The various "Methods of his Grace, 
whereby he brought us to himſelf, we. here re- 

W peat to one another, and join in one great Chorus 
do his Praife : And whilſt we praiſe him thus, 

be ſtreams forth Emanations of his Grace upon 
us, whereby we are aſſimulated more into his 
Kg Likeneſs, whick is our higheſt Happineſs. 
| Thus, Epenetus, I have anſwered your laſt 
Queſtion, which you will better underſtand, 
when you ſhall come to bEcloathed with Immor- 
= tality.—lIr che mean time, walk worthy] of the 
' 67885 you iave received; and let not your At- 
tainments puff you up; but give to God the 
Glory of his Grace; And let what you have ſeen” 
and ieard have this Effect, to make you fo much 
| * more abhor your ſelf for 8 e 
1 M e 
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The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who. like 
your ſelf, was once admitted hither, declares he 
ſoon met with a Thorn in the Fleſh, leſt he ſhould 
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elſe have been puft up too much for the abun- 


dant Revelations that he had received: Let his 
Example therefore keep you humble; Humi- 
lity will be your beſt Defence; ſuch God exalts,/, 
whilſt he the Proud depreſſes I fee your 
Guardian Angel's coming towards you; and 
therefore, Epenetus, fare-you-well till next you 
come, and then we'll part no more, | 

Epen. She had no ſooner ſpoke, but ſhe de- 
parted 3 and the bright Form that brought me 
from the World below into this Place of Hap- 
pineſs, was preſent with me : To whom, asT 
Was bowing, . 


Angel. Bow to-the 7. brone, (ſaid he) and not 


to me; 1 have already told you, 1 am thy Hell- + 


Creature; and therefore worfhip God alone, for 
he alone is worthy of „ thou ab: c 
ſerved theſe heavenly Manſions well!?! wo 
Epen. I then ne 1 have obferv'd, / > = : 

have almoſt been raviſh'd with their: Glory; but 
even here I could but ſee in Part; their, Sglen- | 
dor was too gs... and too Diagh for 


my Beholding. yet the Sight Was ſo ex- 
tream delightful, = i could wi eee 
here fot ever. HK 
Angel. T have, reply*d the An 8 = 
miſſion to Re- conduct you to the World beo w-: 
0 N to the Earth, from whence, 1 too 
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| you, but to the Regions of the Prince of Dark- 
neſs, that thou mayeſt there ſee the Reward of 
Sin, and what incenſed Juſtice has prepar'd, as 


the juſt Judgment of ther Rebellion, who would 


exalt themſelves above the Throne of the moſt 


High. But do not therefore be afraid; for as 


I have a Commiſſion to bring thee thither, fo 
have likewiſe to bring thee back again, and 
leave thee in the World from whence I took thee, 
till thou haſt there put off Mortality; and then 
Il hall once more be thy Conductor hither, where 
thou ſhalt live for ever with all the Bleſſed here. 
Epen. Theſe laſt Words of the Angel did as 
it were put new Life into me: For to leave 
Heaven for Eartb, was that which did extream- 
ly diſcompoſe me, and would have render'd me 


1 | unconſolable, but that I knew the divine Will 


was ſuch. Put to leave Heaven for Hell, was that 
which turn'd my very Heart within me. How- 


ever, when I knew that it was the divine good 


- Pleaſure that I ſhould be return'd from thence 


[ a to Earth again, and there put off Mortality, and 


then be re. conducted up to Heaven, I was a lit- 


= tle comforted, and found within my ſelf an in- 
ttire Reſignation to the Will of God; and there- 
fore faid with ſome Aſſurance to my bright Con- 
Auctor, That which the bleſſed God has order'd, 


I ſhall be always willing to obey, of whole 
great Mercy 1 have already had fo very large 


Experience, 
Ra 


l 4 * 


That even in Hell it elf 1 will not fear, ; 
May I but bave his Preſence with me there. 


Ang. To this my ſhining Guardian anſwer q £ b 
me, where ever the blefſed God vouchſafes his 
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Preſence, there is Heaven, and whilſt we are 


in Hell, he will be with us. 
. Epen. Then bowing low before theAlmighty* 8 
Throne, ſwifter than Thought my Guardian 


Angel carried me Ten Thouſand Leagues be- 
low the Imperial Heavens, where when I ſaw ' 


thoſe mighty Globes of Fires, whoſe ever-burn- 
ing Lamps of the Ethereal Heavens, I thus 
beſpoke my bright Conductor; that Thad heard, 


when I was upon Earth, that each one of thoſe : N 3 


fixed Stars were Worlds ; ; and | believ'd they 


might; becauſe, though here they are of ſuch 


a mighty Magnitude, they ſeem to us on Earth, 


juſt ſuch ſmall things as what the Earth ſeems : 1 


here; although indeed the Earth ſeems here 


more dark, than they do unto thoſe that are on 


Earth. But having ſuch an Opportunity, I 


would willingly be inform'd ſrom you" what 1 


Truth there is therein. 
Angel. To this my ſhining Gurdiah an- 
ſwer'd me, To Him who is Almighty, there's 


nothing impoſſible ; nor can there be” a: Bougd Þ 
ſet to Infinity. The Ever-blefſed God took fix 
Days time to make the World below, but could Þ 
as well have made it in one Moment, if he had 
ſo determin'd ; it was the putting: forth of his 
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*Nleninhty Power that did- Effect it : And what 


that Power can do, there's none can tell, but 


to argue, tis his Will, is no good Logick in 
the School of Heaven. He does whatever he 
pleaſes, both in Heaven above, and in the Earth 
below; and what he pleaſes to reveal to us, we 
know; and what he has not ſo reveal'd, are 


which tis a bold and a. preſumptuous Curioſity 
or any Creature to enquire into. There is no 
doubt but he can make as many Worlds as there 
are Stars in Heaven, if it pleaſes Him; but that 


therefore our Duty to enquire. 

By this time we were come down to che low- 
eſt Regions of the Air, where I ſaw Multitudes 
of horrid Forms, and diſmal dark Appearances, 
y from the Mining Preſence of my brighcbn- 
_ udtor. 

Aspen. Theſe "Tang 5, I, are $M of the 
_ Vanguard of Hell, fo black and ſo affrighting 
ae their Forms. 

Angel. Theſe are, ſaid my. Conductor, ſome 
of the Apoſtate Spirits, that wander up and 
Ts the Air, and on the Earth, like rparing 
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(quickly in their own dark Territories; for N 
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he that does poſſeſs it. But from his Power, | 


| Secrets lock'd up in his own eternal Counſel, 


he has done fo, he has not yet reveal'd, nor is t 


Lions, ſeeking whom they may devour: —4 


| wee now upon the Borders of the ini F. 
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Viſions of HELL: And LN the 
Torments of the Damned, 


F Quickly found the Words of my Conductor 

very true, for we were ſoon ſurrounded witng 
a Darkneſs much more Black than Night, which 
was attended with a Stink more ſuffocating 1 far 
than that of burning Brimſtone; my Ears were 


hkewiſe filled with the horrid Yellings of the 2 1 
damned Spirits, that all the moſt difcordane $4 
Notes on Earth were, in cee of . 1 


melodious Muſick. 


Ang. Now, ſaid my Guardian Angel; yu ; 


are on the Verge of Hel]: But do not feat th 
Power of the Deſtroyer, for my Commiſſen 3 
from the Imperial Throne ſecures you from 
Dangers ; here you may hear from Devils: a 


damned Souls the curſed Cauſes of their endes 3 : : I 


Ruin. And what you have a Mind to aſk, ens 


quire, and they ſhall Anſwer you. - The Bevils I J 
cannot hurt you, tho* they would, for they are 


bound by Him that has commiſſioned me, f ñĩ 
which themſelves are ſenſible, which makes them: ⁶ 
Tags, and fret, and roar, and bite their hated .Þ 
Chain, but all ! in vain. = 
by We now were come within Hell's Tete 5 -Þ 
"Placed in the Caverns of the Infernal Deep; 
57 there, where Earth's Center reconciles all things, | | ig 4 1 
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where all Effects do in their Cauſes ſleep”; 3 
There in a Sulphurous Lake of Liquid Fire, 
bound with the Adamantine Chain of Heaven's 
fixed Decree, ſat Lucifer upon a burning Throne; 
Wo horrid Eyes ſparkling with helliſh Fury; as 
full of Rage as his ſtrong Pains could make 
- him._——-Thoſe wandring F iends, that, as we 
came from Heaven, fled before us, had (I per- 
ceive) given Notice of our coming, which put 
all Hell-in an Uproar, and thus made Lucifer 
to vent his horrid Blaſphemies againſt the bleſ- 
fd God ; which he deliver*d with ſuch an Air 
of Arrogance and Pride, as plainly ſhews, he 
| only wanted Power, but neither Rage nor Malice. 
Lucifer. What would the Thunderer have, 
fad he? He has my Heaven already, whoſe 
radiant Scepter this Hand ſhould bear: And 
ſot thoſe neverefading Fields of Light, my 
fair Inheritance, confines me here, in this dark 
Houſe of Death, Sorrow and Woe'! - What 
would he have Hell from me too, that he in- 
ſoles me here ? Ah ! could. I hut obtain another 
Daf. to try it in, I'd make Heaven ſhake, and 
his bright Throne to totter. Nor would I fear 
the DOA of his Power, tho' he bad fiercer 
Flames than theſe to throw - me in. Though | 
then I loſt the Day, the Fault won't mine: No 
© winged Spirit in Heaven's Arched Roof, bid 
fairer for the Victory than I did. ——Bue, Alt? 
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thele-dark Territories But *tisar lech fog: 
- comfort to me ſtill, that Mankind's Sorrow - 
Waits upon my Woe.—And ſince I cannot on 
= Thanderes. Pl wreak. the most of my 
* Rageon them. 
Epen I was amaz' d to hear his ee, 
75 Speech, and could not forbear faymg to my Cn- 
Aauctor, how juſtly are his Blaſphemies rewarded?” 
We Ange What you have heard from this Apeſ-' 
- tate Spirit, is both his Sin and Puniſhment ; fer 
| every Blaſphemy he belches againſt Heavens” 
makes Hell the hotter to him. 
We then paſſed on further, arhopgft ella 5 
Scenes of unmix'd Sorrow, and ſaw two wretek ! 
ed Souls tormented by a Fiend, who without: - 
e eaſing plung'd them in liquid Fire and but | 
ing Brimſtone, whilſt they at the ſame time 
accuſed and curſed each other: One of em 
ſaying to his tormented Fellow-Sufferer, O 
curſed be thy Face, that ever I ſet Eyes OY 
thee | My Milery is long of thee; I may thank” 
thee for this ; for it was thy Pertwaftons * | 
me hither? Thou didſt entice me, tho it was. | 
that didſt enſnare me thus. le was your Covers) | 1 
etſneſs, and Cheating, and your Oppreſſion, 
aud Grinding of the Poor, t that brought me hi- 
ther: If you had but ſet me a gobd Example, 4 
as you did at ill one, I might for ought I kn] 
- has been i in Heaven, and there have been as 3 


bat * as Fam now miſerable : But O Wretchk 
1 my following your SPE? 85 wer 
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me in this wretched State, and ruin'd me for 
ever: O that I had never ſeen thy Face, or thou 
hadſt never been born, to do my Soul that 
Wrong that you have done. 

The other Wretch reply'd, And may 1 not 


as well blame you? For do you not remember 


how at ſuch a Time and Place you did entice 
me, and drew me out, and asked me if I would 
not go along with you, when J was about other 


b Buſineſs, about my lawful Calling? But you 


called me away; and therefore as much in Fault 
2s 1: Though I was Covetous, yet you were 


Proud; and if you learn'd of me-your, Covet- 


ouſneſs, I am ſure I learn'd of you my Pride 


and Drunkenneſs; and though youlearn'd of me 


| to Cheat, yet you learn'd me to Whore, to Lye 
and Scoff at Goodneſs. Thus, though I ſtum- 


bled you in ſome things, you ſtumbled me as 


much in others; and therefore if you blame me, 
L can blame you as much: And if I have to an- 
ſwer for ſome of your moſt filthy Actions, you 
have ſtill to anſwer for ſome of mine. I wiſh 
you had never come hither; the very Looks 


of you do wound my Soul, by bringing Sin a- 
= freſh into my Mind: It was with you, with you 
it was, I ſinn'd; O Grief upon my Soul! And 

 fince 1 could not ſhun thy Company. there, O 


i | that thoſe who are Companions upon Earth in 5 
15 n, ſhail be ſo too e in Puniſhment.“ And 


that 1 could have been without it here! 
From this ſad Dialogue, I ſoon perceiv'd, 


though. 5 


- . * , 
* 1 ne 


3 
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though on Earth they love each other” $ Cong 


pany, they will not care for it in Hell. This, 1 | 
believe, was the true Keaſon why Dives ſeemed 
ſo Charitable to his Brethren, that he would 


have them warned, that ſo they might not come 
into this Place of Torment; *rwas Love unto 


himſelf, and not to them, that was his Motive 
- becauſe had they come thither, his Torments 
would have thereby been increaſed, __ 
But there were yet more Tragick Scenes of 
Sorrow ; for leaving thoſe two curſed Wretches 


accuſing of each other, for being Authors of 
each other's Miſery, we paſt on further, behold- 
ing ſeveral woeful Spectacles; and among others, 


one who ſtill had flaming Sulphur forced down } 
her Throat by a formenling Spirit; which he 
did with that horrid Cruelty and Inſolence, | x bh 


could not but ſay to him, 


* 


Eger. Why ſhould you ſo delight in the Tor. 4 
menting of that curſed Wretch, as to be thus 


perpetually pouring that Flaming and Lifernal t : 


Liquor down her Throat? - 4 


Fiend. This is no more, but EY Rivithe 


tion, reply'd the Fiend : This Woman in her 


Eife: time was ſuch a-ſordid Wretch, that though. | 


* the had Gold enough, could never be fatisfied 3 _ 


and therefore now I pour it down her Throat? 
She cared not who ſhe ruined! andiundid, ſo ne 


could get their Gold; and hen ſhe had aan A 


together a greater Freaſure than ever ſhe cou 
: end, her. Love of Money would not Jet ee. 
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| ſpend ſo much of it, as to ſupply herſelf with 
 . what the common Neceſſities of Life required. 
For ſhe then went often with an empty Belly, 
though her Bags were full, or elſe ſhe filled it 
at another's Charge: And as for her Apparel, it 
either never grew Old, or if it were ſo, it was 
always ſo ſupplied with Patches, that at laſt it 
was as hard to ſay, which Piece was an Original, 
as it is among the learned Men on Earth to 
find out the Original of Vile. She kept no 
Houſe, becauſe ſhe would not be Taxed; nor 
kept her Treaſure in her Hands, for fear ſhe 
ſhdud be robbed; nor let it out without good 
Bonds and Mortgages, for fear of being Cheat- 
ed; although ſhe ever Cheated all ſhe could, 
E - ws was herſelf fo great a Cheat, ſhe Cheated 
| her own Body of its Food, and her own Soul 
of Mercy. And yet this curſed Wretch had 
but one Chia in all the World to give it to, 
whom. ſhe had brought up fo, ſhe knew no 
more how to make uſe: on't than her Mother did. 
I Since Gold then was her God on Earth, is 
it nqt juſt that ſhe ſhould bave her Belly full 
= 10 wt Poetic 7,4 
1 When. hat Tormentar had FINE ſpeak: 
1 1 Lasked her whether what he ſaid were true 
cor not? —— To this, ſhe anſwered me. No; 
tomy; Gmef it is not. How! to your Grief, 
4 aid lad Yes, to my Grief, ſaid ſhe : | Becauſe, 
| A par bbatrubich myi Tormentor tellt. you, true, 
„ better en * he tolls Has = 
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Gold chat he pours down my Throat 3 but be 
is a Lying Devil, and deal falſely : Were it 
but Gold, I never ſhould: complain; but he a- 
buſes me, and in the ſtead of Gold, he only 
gives me horrid ſtinking Sulphur: Had I my 


Gold, I ſhould be happy till ; which I fo truly 


Value, that if I had it here, Lcarce would bribe. 
Heaven with it, to be removed from hence. 


I could not forbear telling my Conductor, 1 


was amaz' d to hear a Wretch, in Hell it ſelf, ſo 

doat upon her Riches, and that t too . in the 

Tormentor's Hands. | : 
Ang. This may ( fd he) Savings ye, tis 


Sin that is the greateſt of all Evils; and where 


the Love of that prevails, that Soul is loſt for 
ever. And therefore 'tis the greateſt of all Pu- 
niſhments, to be abandon'd to the Love of 
Sin. The Love of Gold, (to which this curſed © 
Creature is given up) is a more exquiſite and fatal 
_ Puniſhment, than that which the Apoſtate = 
rits here inflict upon her. 

Epen. Oh ! ſaid I, could but wicked Men od. 
Earth, for one ſmall Moment lay their Ears to 
this Mouth of 7 ophet, and hear thoſe horrid : 
Shrieks of damned Souls, they could not be in 
love with Sin again. 

Ang. Eternal Truth has told us i ebe ede 2 
Yor thoſe that will not fear his Miniſters; nor 


ee regard to what his Word contains; Mill nor 4 


+ we warn'd, though one ſhouid come from Fel, 
: We had not come much hoy 3 e 
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ſaw a n Soul lie on a Bed of burning 
Steel, almoſt choak'd with Brimſtone : Who 
cryed out, as one under a dreadful Anguiſh 
with a Note of Deſpiration ; which made me to 
deſire of my Conductor to ſtay a while, that! 
might liſten more attentively to what he ſaid; 
and thereupon I heard him ſpeak as follows: 
Ah, miſerable Wretch | Undone for ever, 
for ever; O the Killing Words, For Ever ! 
will not a thouſand thouſand Years ſuffice, to 
bear that Pain; which if I could avoid it, I 
would not bear one Moment for a thouſand 
thouſand Worlds: No, no, my Miſery never 
will have an End: After the Thouſand Thou- 
ſand Years, twill be Fer Ever ſtill. , O hapleſs, 
e. hopeleſs State indeed ! *Tis this For 
Ever is the Hell of Hell! O curſed Wretch ! 
curſed to all Eternity | How willfully have I 
undone my ſelf! O what ſtupendious Folly am 
- I guilty of, to chooſe Sin's ſhort and momen- 
- tary Pleafures, at the dear Rate of everlaſting 
Pain: How oft have I been told it would be 
fo! How often preſs'd to leave thoſe Paths of 
Sin that would be ſure to bring me to the Cham- 
bers of eternal Death] But 1, like the deaf 
| . lent no Ear unto thoſe Charmers, though 
they charin'd ſo wiſely. They told me often, 
"that my ſhort liv'd Pleaſures would quickly 


FX 


iſſue in eternal Pain; and now too ſad Experi- 7 


"ence tells me 1o : It tells me ſo indeed, but tis 
doo late tahelp it; for my eternal State is fd 
bor ever. "wy had, I Reſort OY mor 
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was I made with an immortal Soul, and yet 
ſhould take ſo little Care of it! O how my own - 
Neglect ſtings me to Death, and yet I know I * 
cannot, muſt not die But live a dying Life, 
worſe than ten thouſand Deaths z and yet 1 might 
once have help'd all this, and would not! O 
that's the Gnawing Worm that never dicht 1 
might have once been happy; Salvation once 
- was offer'd me, and I refuſed it, had it been 
but once, yet to refufe it, had been a Folly not 
to be forgiven ; but it was offer'd me a thouſand 
Times, and yet ( Wretch that I was) I ſtill as oft 
refuſed it. O curſed Sin, that with deluding 1 
Pleaſures bewitches Mankind to eternal Ruin! 
God often called, but I as oft refuſed; He 
ſtretched his Hand out, but I would not mind 
it: How often have I ſet at nought his Counſel 1 
How oft have 1 refuſed his Reproof !' But noc 
the Scene is chang'd, the Caſe is alter d: For 
now he laughs at my Calamity, and mocks at f | 
that Deſtruction which is come upon me. He 
would have help'd me once, but then 1 would 
not; and therefore thoſe eternal NMiſeries I am 
condemned to undergo, is but the Juſt Reward: 
of my own doing. 3 
I could rot heat: this doleful Laa 4 
without reflecting on the wondrous Grace the 
Exer bleſſed God had ſhewed to me : Eterna! i 
I Praifesto his holy Name! For my Heart told 
I me, chat IJ had deſerved, as much as that ſad 
5 Wretch, to be the Object of eternal Wrath; and 
iris Grace alone has made us differ! 
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O how unſearchable his Counſels be 
And who can fathom bis divine Decree | 
After theſe Reflections, I addreſſed my ſelf * 
to the doleful Complainer, and told him, I = 
heard his woeful Lamentation, by which I 
ceiv'd his Miſery was great, and his Los i 1 
fable; and told him, I would willingly be in- 
form'd of it more particularly: Which might 
poſſibly be ſome Alleviation of his Sufferings. + 
Dam. Soul. No, not at all, my Pains are fuch 
as can admit of no Relief, no not for one ſmall 
Moment. But by the Queſtion you have asked, 
Il do perceive you are a Stranger here; and may 
you ever be ſo. Ah ! had I but the leaſt Hopes 
ſtill remaining, how would I kneel, and cry, 
and pray for ever, to be redeemed from hence! 
But ah, tis all in vam ; I am Joſt for ever. 
Though, that you may beware of coming hither, 
E  Filtell you what the damned ſuffer here. 
Oar Miſeries in this Infernal Dungeon are of 


'$ e ſorts; what we have loſt, and what we un- 


dergo: And theſe I will reduce each to their ſe- 
veral Head; altho' the fad Relation will give a 
| greater Sting to what I feel. 
= Firſt then, For * we have Joſt. $4 
HEY In this ſad dark Abode of Miſery andSorrow, 
wie have loſt the Preſence of the Ever-bleſſed- 
God: And this is that which makes this Dua-: 
geon, Hell. Tho' we had loſt a thouſand: 
Worlds, it would not be ſo much as this one 


Lok: Could but-the leaſt &.Glimpſe o of his 8. * 
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have loft it, to our everlaſting Woe. | 
2. Here we have hkewife loſt the Conn 


of Saints and Angels, and in their Room have 4 


nothing but tormenting Devils. 
3. Here we have loft Heaven too, the Seat 
of Bleſſedneſs: There is a deep Gulf berwixt 
us and Heaven; ſo that we are ſhut out from 


* thence for ever. Thoſe everlaſting Gates, that 


ler the Bleſſed into r are now for ever : 


85 againſt us here. 4 

. Here we have allo loſt all Pity ; J and: this „ 
is 4 the Miſerable a great Loſs : To have that 
God, who does fo pity Sinners, that he has gi- 
ven his Beloved Son to. die for them, to be ſo | 


far from pity ing us, that he rejoices in our Mp © | | 


ſery, and wilt do ſo for ever, is that Which ftings 3} 
us ta the very Heart, and makes our Miſery. be- 
meaſure Miſerable. And what can bse 

more Cruel and Tornenting, than to have that 
Redeemer, that gave his very Blood for others, 
deny to pity us? Nor will the Saints and Angels 
Pity us; but whilſt we here are howling: in dun 
Miſery, under the Wrath of an invenſed GD, 
the Saints too ſhall rejoyce that we are Damn' d, "I 
and God is glorified in our Deſtruction. Bchold oj 
_w difrral {five of our Sin! . 
5. To make our Wretchedneſs yet S I 
Wihnched; we have loſtthe Nope of eee, 4 


is a betrer State: W hich renders our Condition 


3 Dy EOS He that opens Earth ivthemott: © 
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miſerable, has yet A left as a Reſerve. And 


| therefore tis a common Proverb there, That 
Were it not for Hope, the Heart would break. 


Well may our Hearts break then, ſince we are 
here both without Hope and Help. 

This is what we have loſt, which but to 
think on is enough to tear, and rend, and 
gnaw upon our miſerable Souls for ever. Yet, 
O that this were all! Butwe have Pain of Senſe, 
as well as Loſs: And having ſhew'd-you what 
we have loſt, Tam now to ſhew you what we 
undergo. 5 

1. And firſt, We undergo Variety of Tor- 
ments: We are tormented here, a thouſand, 
nay ten thouſand ſeveral Ways. They that are 
moſt afflicted upon Earth, have ſeldom any 
more than one Diſtemperata Time: But ſhould 
they have the Plague, the Gout, the Stone, 
and Fever at a time, how miſerable would they 
think themſelves ? Let all thoſe are but like the 
Biting of a Flea, to thoſe intollerable pungent 
Pains that we endure : Here we have all the 
loathed Variety of Hell to grapple with : Here's 
Fire that is unquenchable to burn us with; a Lake 
ot burning Brimſtone ever choaking us; eternal 
Chains to tye us; here's utter Darkneſs to affright 
us, and a Wormof Conſcience that gnaws upon us 

everlaſtingly: And any one of theſe is worſe to bear 

28 all the Torments Mankind ever felt on Earth. 

2. But as our Torments here are various, ſd 
are they Unwerk too; 2 each Part, * 
| | | . 
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the Body, and tormenting all the Powers of the 
Soul: Which renders what we ſuffer moſt un⸗ 
ſufferable. In thoſe Diſtempers you Men are 
ſeiz'd withal on Earth, tho* ſome Parts are afflie- 
ted, other Parts are free. Although your Body ' 
may be out of order, your Head may yet be well; 
and though your Head be ill, your Vitals may be 
free; or though your Vitals be affected, your Arms 
and Legs may ſtill be clear. But here tis other- 
wiſe; each Member of the Soul and Body, is at 
once tormented. The Eye is here totmen- 
ed with the Sight of Devils, who do. appear 
in all the horrid Shapes and black Appearances 
that Sin can give them. The Ear is continually 
tormented with the loud Yellings and continual: 
Outcries of the Damned.—The.. Noftrils ſmo- 
| ther'd with Sulphurious Flames; The Tongue 
with Burning Bliſters, and the whole Body rol- 
led in Flames of Liquid Fire —and all the 
Powers and Faculties of our Souls are here tor- 
mented :—The Imagination, with the Thoughts 
of preſent Pain; the Memory, with reflecting 
on what a Heaven we have loſt, and of thoſe 
Opportunities we had of being ſaved :—Oor 
Minds are here tormented with conſidering how 
vainly we have ſpent our precious Time, and 

how we have abuted it — Our Underſtanding 1 
is tormented in the Thoughts of our paſt Plea- ; ; 

F ſures, preſent Pains, and fature Sorrows, which 
1 axe to laſt for ever: And our Conſciences are 
Ws 8 tormented with a continual gnawing Worm. e 
8 35 Another thing that makes our Miſery in 
OE a, e 
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ſupp ortable, is the Extremity of our Tonnen! 
The Fire that burns us is fo violent, that all the 
Water in the Sea can never quench it: The 
- Pains we ſuffer here are ſo extream, that it is 


” impoſſible they ſhould be known by any one 


— 5 
5 . 
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but thoſe that feel them. Vindictive Juſtice here 


diſplays its Power, in the ſuſtaining of our dying 


Lives under thoſe great and cruciating Pains, 


' which ſcarce an Angel's Strength could undergo. 


4. Another of the ſad Ingredients of our Mi- 


ſery, is the Continuity of Our Torments: As 
Various, and as Univerſal, and as extream Violent 
as they are, they continual too; nor have we 
the leaſt Intermiſſion from them; our Miſeries 


are both extream, and always ſo. If there were 


any Relaxation, it might be ſome Allay: But 

this makes our Condition 16 deplorable that 

there's no Intermiſſion of our Torments; 

but what we ſuffer now, we mult for ever ſuffer, 

© This cauſes a Hatred to ariſe in our Hearts 
againſt God; and our Hatred againſt God con- 
E tinues dur Miſeries upon us. 


The Society or Company we have aw, 


I Ju oteherIngredientin our Miſery : Tormenting 


De vils and tormented Souls are all our Compa- 
ny; and dreadful Shrieks and Howlings, under 
the Fierceneſs of our Pain, and fearfot Execra- 


q tions againſt him, whofe Power and Juſtice 
. 13 us here, is all our Converſation. And 


here the J orments of our F ellow- Sufferers are 
ſo far from mitigating our as 1 LA 
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a bottomleſs Pit, a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 
a Furnace of Fire that burns to Eternity, the 


Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever: And laſtly, 


Heſl it ſelf. And ſuch a wretched Place as hay 
muſt needs increaſe our Wretchednefs, + 

. The Cruelty of our T ormentors, is ano- 
ther thing that adds to our Torments. Our 
Tormentors are Devils, in whom there is no 


Pity : But being tormented themſelves, do yet 1 | 


take Pleaſure in tormenting us. 


8. All thoſe Particulars that Lhavo: reckoned | 
up, are very grievous ; but that which makes 
em much more grievous is, Thatthey-ſhallever: - 


be ſo; that all our moſt intolerable Sufferings 


ſhall laſt to all Eternity: O wretched State f 


Men ! To be the everlaſting Objects of God's: 


3 Revenging Juſtice: _Depart- from me Tek curſed? . 


into everlaſting Fire, is that which is 


ally ſounding in my Ears, O that 1 could Re. 
verſe: that fatal Sentence! O that there was hut . 
a bare Poſſibility of doing it! What is it that! 


would not do or ſuffer to effect it? Andyet Almig h- 


ty Power can inflict no more than what 1 lolker | 
now. But that I ſhall for e ver ſuffer it, is what ; 
I knew not how to bear; and yet what] mult . 
ever Underg o. Thus have I ſhew'd you the 
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miſerable Cale that we are in, and Bk 9e 5 


ti 
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Y The Place i in which we ſuffer; is es . 
E - Thing that increaſes our Sufferings: It is the 
Abſttact of all Miſery, a Priſon, a Dungeon; 
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This wretched Soul had ſcarcely made an End 
| of what he was-ſaying, before he was afreſh tor- 
mented by a helliſh Fury, who bid him ceaſe 
complaining, for it was in vain : Beſides, faid 
he, do you not know, you have deſerved i it all? 
How. often were you told of this before, but 
would not then believe it? You laugh'd at them 
that told you of a Hell; nay, you were ſo Pre- 
ſumptuous, to dare Almighty Juſtice to deſtroy 
you. How often have you called on God 

to damn you? And do you now complain that 
you are anſwer d according to your Wiſhes ? 
What an unreaſonable Thing is this, that you 


ſnould call fo often for Damnation, and yet be 


ſo uneaſy under it ? You own your ſelf, you 


had Salvation offer'd you, and you refuſed it: 
& With what Face then can you complain of be- 


* ing damn'd ? I have more Reaton to complain 
than you, for you have had a long time of Re- 


pentan ce given you, but I was turn'd to Hell 
as ſoon as I had ſihn'd: You had Salvation offer'd 


iv and Pardon and Forgiveneſs often tender'd 

vou; but I never had any Merey offer'd me; 
but was conſign'd, as ſoon as J had finn'd, 
to everlaſting Puniſhment : If I had had the 
Offer of Salvation, I never would have lighted 
it as you have done: And it had been better 
for you, that you had never had the Offer of it 
neither, for then Damnation had been eaſier to 
you. Who do you think ſhould Pity you, that 
8 vo damn'd in ſpight of Heaven it ſeif ? 
EL his _ the Wretch cry out, O do not 
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thus continue to torment ine) Iknow 65 0 my De- - ö 
ſtruction is of myſelf: O that Icould forget it! Ihe „ 


Thoughts of that is here my greateſt W 
would be Damn'd, and therefore juſtly am ſo: 

Then turning to the Fiend that tortur'd' him, 
he ſaid, But twas through thy Temptations, | 
curſed Devil : : * Twas thou that temptedſt me to ⁶ 
all the Sins I have been gullty of; and do'ft i 
thou now upbraid me? You ſay, you never had * 


à Saviour offer'd you; but you ſhould call ts f 


Mind, you never had a Tempter neither, a 11 
have had continually of thee, from whoſe inn 
portunate Solicitations 1. never could be free: '- 

To this the Devil ſcornfully replied, I 
i was my Buſineſs to decoy you hither ; and 


you have "fe been told ſo by your Pre bers | | | | _ 


They told you plain enough we ſought” bY 5 1 
Ruin, and went about continually like roaring. 
Lions, feeking whom we could devour; and 1 
. was oft afraid you would believe em, as: ea 


did, to our great Diſappointment : But you wers [ 


willing to do what we'd have you; and ſince | 


you've done our Work, it is but reaſonable that 4 
we ſhould pay you your Wages. And then the "i 


| Fiend tormented him afreſh, which caus'd him 
to roar out ſo horridly, I could no longer ſtay 1 
to hear him, and ſa paſt wax. 
Ep. Ho diſmal, faid! then to my Conductor, 2 
is the Condition of theſe damned Souls ?. They 4 
are the Devil's Slaves while upon Earth, and hs | 
upbraids, and then torments 2 for? he whe. -Y 
7 5 come to Hell. 1 
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"Angel. Their Malice againſt all the Race of 
| hw ſaid my Conductor, is exceeding; great, 
becauſe the bleſſed Redeemer dy'd to ſave em, 
and they enjoy that Happineſs from which thoſe 
Spirits were caſt down. And though 1 it is im- 
poſſible they ſhould prevail upon the Elect, ſo 

as to make one Periſh, yet ſince they know not 
who they are, they ceaſe not to tempt all to Sin, 
by all the means they can; as knowing that's 
the Way to make them miſerable : And becauſe 
many Souls are ignorant of their Devices, they 

* revail upon them to their eternal Ruin. 

And — they treat them here, for liſtening to 

their Temptations, you have ſeen already, and 

3 will ſee more on't quickly, And though they 
do it toſatisfy the Rage they have an; them, 
as they are Men, yet are they therein the Al- 
mighty s Agents, and the juſt Executioners of 
his deſerved Vengeance againſt Sinners, who 

. n * themſelves, by liſtening to the 

Devil. 

8. Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a Multitude 
of damned Souls together, gnaſhing their Teeth. 
with extream Rage and Pain, -whilſt the tor- 
menting Fiends, with helliſn Fury pour'd Liquid. 
Fi ire and 1 Brimſtone continually upon them: They 
in the mean time curſing God, themſelves, af 51 
doc about them, in blaſpheming after ate I; 
ndous Manner. IR x 
I could not forbear aſking of one . Fiend that 
oſs tormented them, What W were e chat he . 
e lo * ? Said wy ir 55 Fend, 55 
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Fiend. They, are thoſe that ould deſerve it? 7 


© 24 Theſe are thoſe curſed Wretches, that would 5 


teach others the right Road to Heaven; Whilſt 


yet themſelves were ſo in Love with Hell, that = 7 | 
they came thither : Theſe are thoſe Souls that 1 


have been the great Factors of Hell upon the 
Earth, and therefore do deſerve a particulat Re- 
gard in Hell. We uſe our utmoſt Diligence to 


* 
TV. | 
5 


give every one their ſhare of Torment, but A 


will be ſure to take Care theſe ſhan't Want; for 


theſe ha'nt only their own Sins to anſwer for; 
| but all thoſe too, whom they have led aſtrays 
both by their Doctrine and Example, © © ©. 


| FEpen., Since they have been ſuch grear Fact | 
tors for Hell, as you ſay, methinks Gratitude ; 


| ſhould oblige you touſe them a little more kindly. 


Fiend. To this, the impudent Fiend abſwer d 
me in a ſcoffing Manner, They that expect Gra- 
titude among Devils, will find themſelves mi- 
taken: Gratitade is a Virtue, but we hate all ⁵ 


Virtue, and profeſs. an immortal Enmit 


it. Beſides, we hated all Learning, HE ere Y 


it in our Power, not one of them ſhould be haps 


py. Tis true, we do'nt tell oe port 
flatter 


Earth, becauſe there it is Our Buſinefs 
and delude them; but when we have them here, 


where they are faſtenough, (for from Hell tber 4 N 
10 Redemption ) we ſoon convince them of ne. pe 


Folly i in believing 8 
- © Epen. From the Diſcourſe Thad tic of chis 
and Lerner of the Devils, [ es not but reflec, 
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* inform'd me right, That if ! Gag but Lord bave- 
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. is is 5 ut 4 unſpeakable { Sine, b ien 
poor ee are brought to Heaven; con- 
ring how. 1 Seal, Snares and Baits are laid by 
of Souls to intrap them by the Way ; 


© 


_ the Enem | 


and therefore it is a Work well "worthy of the 

| beſte Son of of God, to fave his People from 
Wim ant} ro deliver them from the Wrath 
w come. ut it is an unaccountable Madneſs and 

| Folly in Men to refuſe the Offers of this * 
und ps claſe in with the Wee . 
en BE Sin kev ae 


TE 
Damn: Son. T was 6014. fad u be, 57 thoſe | 
N 1 depended on, and thoug ht could have 


3 on me, when I came to die, it would be 
to fave me: But O how wretchedly I 
| find myſelf miſtaken, to my eternal Sorrow! Alas, 

1 call'd for Mercy on my Death - bed, but found 

it was — late: This curſed Devil here, that 
e uſt before, that I was ſafe enough, then 
told me 


twas too — and * * ay 


9 — 
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been * find 3 It is. 
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vhen you die] Would any but a mad Man thin! 


dies, muſt walk in the Ways of Holineſs a 
Virtue while he lives. You ſay ſome of you 
lewd Companions told you, That ſaying, ; 


: Holineſs, there's nous Hall ſee the Lord 7 There- | 


None 


N 
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Devil. You fee Lok you nw at * 
a you wou nt be believe-r A very pretty 


= Buſineſs ! ent it, think-you You J 
| Pays in the purſuit of Sin, a ar (Toy proc ava Ps 


* 


Filthineſs, and yet you woul 5 to rm 


that that would. ever do? Na, he that in ge 
earneſt does intend to go to Heayen hen he 


Tt 


have Mercy on you, when you came. to die, woulc 

be enough : A very fine Excuſe ! Yau 77 
have known, if you'd have given ou ſelf but 
leiſure to have read the Bi le, That 


fore this is the Sum of the Matter, you were 
willing to live in your Sins as Jong as you:could::. 

You did not leave them at laſt, becauſe you Jid 
not like them, but becauſe you, could follow, _ 
them no longer : : And:this. you know to 'be true. 
And could yqu have the Impudence to think to / 


go to Heaven with the Love of Sin in your - 


Heart.? No, no, no ſuch Matter: You have 


been warn'd often endugh, that you ſhould e 1 
| heed of being deceived, for. Gad would not be mrs 
ed, but ſuch as you ſew'd, n ſhall alſe-reap 3 


So that you have no Reaſon to complain of any 


* but your-0 wn Folly, whictr HOW: EM a 4 
0 late. 5 A 2 
pen This Lecture f the Devil v mas a very, 
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ct": one to the poor tormented Wretch, laid 
I to my Conductor, and contains the true Caſe 


| BE of many now an Earth, as well as thoſe in Hell. 


But O what a far different Judgment do they 
make in this ſad 58d from * oy did on 
2 Earth! 1 
7 8 The Reaſon of that i is, reply'd my 
Guardian Angel, becauſe they won Tal ow them. 
"= ſelves to'think what the Effects of Sin will be, 
nor what an Evil *tis, whilſt upon Earth: Tis 
Inconſideration is the Ruin of ſo many Thou- 
ſands, who think not what they are doing, nor 
whither they are going, till*tis too late to help it. 
We had not gone much further, before we 
heard another tormenting of himſelf, and aggra- 
vating his own Miſery, by reflecting on the 
1 pkg of bleſſed Souls. _ 
Damn. Soul. How brightly, ſaid he, do the | 
Saints in Heaven ſhine in the Glory of the di- 
vine Image, whilſt I am deformed! And yet 


E I was once as capable of. that Glory as they; had 
the ſame Nature with them, the ſame Reaſon, 


the ſame | intellectual Faculties and Powers; but, 
O what a prodigious Monſter am I now become! 
That I ſhould hate, and hate Eternally, the e- 
ternal Excellency : Now Sin and. Death are 
finiſhed upon me: And O how vaſt is the Dif- 


| ference between us! They have the human 


Nature in its moſt exalted Beauty and Perfection; 
| but], accurſed I, have the ſame Nature in its 
3 vemolt | Torpirude and Depmvation : Which 
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has undone me, and b ne me Pe to 8 9 


as the juſt Re ward thereof the dreadfulVengeance 


of Eternal Fire. 
Epen. We were dipl from giving any 


| further Ear unto theſe ſtinging Self- Reflections IF 
of this poor loft Creature, by ſeeing a vaſt Num- 
ber of tormenting Fiends, laſhing inceſſantly a i 


numero Company of wreched Souls, with Þ 


knotted Whips of ever-burning Steal; - whilſt 


they roar'd out with Cries ſo very piercing, and 
ſo lamentable, I thought it might have melted - i 


even Cruelty it ſelf into ſome Pity. — Which = 


made me ſay to one of the Tormentors, O ſtay 


your Hand, and do not uſe ſuch,Cruelty as this, > | 
to them that are you Fellow-Creatures, and 
whom perhaps you have your ſelves bene o 1 


all this Miſery. 


Devil. No, (anſwer'd the Tormentor, very - .l 
| ſmoothly) though we are bad enough, no Devil 
cver was ſo bad as they, nor guilty of ſuch Crimes 
as they have been: For we all know there is a 
God, . we hate him; has thei are 9 4 
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* — on (al they came | 

bither) that there was ſuch a Being 

1 penetus.. Then theſe, {fad 1, Are Atheiſts : | 
A ee ſort of Men indeed; and who had 

once like to have ruin dme, thad not eternal 

[Grace prevented it. had no ſoener ſpoke, 


E but one of the tormented W tetches aries out = | 


© a ſad mournful Accent. 
Dam. Soul, Sure IThould know that Voice: I 
I was amazed to hear my Name . 
N by one of the infernal Crew; and therefore be · 
ig defirqus to know wha it was, I anſwered, 
Yes, 1am, Epenetus; but who are you in chat 
Z lad loſt Condition, that knows me? 
Dams. Soul. To this, the loſt Unknown re- 
B plied, 1 was onee well acquainted with you upon 
I Egrth, and had. Amoſt perſwaded you to be of 
3 nion; I. am the Author of that celebrated 
3 Book, ſo well known by the Title of Leviathan. 
Epen. What, ithe Great Hobbs, ſaid 11 Are 
3 Jou come hither? & our vice.is ſo much chang- 


2 ed, 1 did. not know it. 


Hobbs. (Alas, replied he, 1am that-unhap Ppy- 
Man indeed: But am ſo far from being Great, 
* that Lam one af ithe moſt wretched Perſons in 


all theſe ſoaty Territories. Nor is it any Won- 


1 85 der; that my Woice is changed ; for 4am now- 
A {chang} dan my Principles, tho chang d too late 


to dome any good: For now 1 Kno there is . 


$ - Gods But O Iwiſh. there were not; . 
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- am fare he'll hae as on me: Noris 


there any Reaſon that he ſnould; I do. oonſeſs 3 


- was his Foe on Earth, and now hei is mine in Hell; 


where he makes me to ſuffer all that Almigh- i 
ty Power can inflict, ar that a Creature is able 


to ſuſtain. I feel, I feel, to my eternal W 


that I am now the Subject of that Power I. _ 5 


ſo wickedly derided : And it is that wretched: 


Confidence I had in my own Wiſdom, that: has 1 


thus betrayed me. 


Epen. Your Cal e indeed 1s miſerable: "F: and, | 


pet you needs muſt oun you ſuffer juſtly. - For. 
how induſtriqus were you to make Proſelytes of 


| others, and ſo involve them in the fame Dam- 4 


nation? None has more Reaſon to know this, 2 


:than I ; who had almoſt: been taken. in the ng 
5 and periſhed irrecoverably. 8 


Hobbs. Tis that, ſays. he, that Gina to. ä 4 


A I Pp 


he Heart, to. think how -many.pexiſh'by my: 


Means: I was afraid, when firſt 1 heard-your, I 
Voice, that you had mee been; confign'd/to ñ³⁵ 
Puniſhment. Not that 1.can wiſh any n — 


happy, for tis my Plague to think that any 
0, whilſt I am miſerable; Ehe wn 


Soul that is. brought -hither, thro? my Seduc- 1 


tion, whilſt. I: N on Eantb, doubles my Pays. 
ain Hell. 


Epen. But tell. me; for Lain would: -be i in- 3 


55 Fel and you can do it: Did you joceed 
believe, hem upon Earth, there was no G 


E nts hen wagte char he World cord make. 
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it ſelf ? And that the Creatures were the Ciuſer 
of their own Production? Had you no ſecret 

nother made you, and not you your ſelf? And 
had you never any Doubts about this Matter? 
I have often heard it ſaid, when upon Earth; 
tho* there are many that profeſs thereis no God, 


there is not one that thinks ſo: And it would 


be ſtrange there ſhould, . becauſe there is none 
but carries in their Boſom a Witnels for that 
God whom they deny. Now you can tell whe- 
ther it is ſo or no ; and you have now no Rea» 
| ſon to conceal your Sentiments. | 
Habbs. Nor will I, Epenetus, anſwered he 

altho* the Thoughts thereof ſtings me afreſh, I 
did at firſt believe there was a Gop, who was 
that Sovereign Self. ſubſiſting Power, that gave 


2 Being to all other Creatures: But falling af- 
terwards ta vicious Courſes, which rendered me 


obnoxious to his Wrath, I had ſome ſecret: 
F Withes there was none; for tis impoſſible to 
| think there is a God, and not witha] to think 
him Juſt and Righteous, and conſequently that 
he is obliged to puniſh the Tranſgreſſors of his 


Law: And being I was Conſcious to my lf, 
I lay obnoxious to his Juſtice, it made me hate 


him, and wiſh that there was no ſuch Being: But 
itil purſuing the ſame vicious Courſes, and find- f 
ig Juſtice did not overtake me, I then begen = 
to hope there was no God; and from the 


r began to frame in Fay own Breaſt, Ideas TY 
1 ; ONS 5 c . 5 8 


2 
£ fo 


. x 5 FF” 
[ Je " . 1 

#4 aw RY Te $0, > "3 
n : 


ich were the means I uſed to ſpread abroad 
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ſuitable to what I hoped : And having chus i in 
my own Thoughts framed a new Syſtem of 
the World's Original, excluding thence the Be- 
ing of a Deity, I found my ſelf fo fond of thoſe 
new Notions, that I at laſt prevailed upon my 
ſelf to give *em Credit, and then endeavour'd 

to faſten the Belief of em on others. But ere 
1 came to ſuch a Heighth as this, 1 do acknow- 
| ledge that I found ſeveral Checks in my own 
Conſcience for what Idid, and all along ſhould - 
no and then be troubled with ſome ſtrange un- 
_ eaſy Thoughts, as if I ſhould not find all right 
at laſt ; which I endeavoured to put off, as much 
as in me lay. And now I find thoſe checking 
Thoughts, that might have been of Service to 
me then, are here the Things that moſt of all 
torments me. And 1 wot” own, the Love of 
Sin hardened my Heart againſt my Maker, and 
made me hate him firſt, and then deny his Be- 
ing. Sin, that 1 hugged 10 cloſe within my 
Boſom, has been the "curſed Cauſe of all a 
Woe; the Serpent that has ſtung my Soul to 2 | 
Death. Fer now I find maugre my vain Ph I 
- loſophy, and thoſe new Syſtems I endeavoured * 
to obtrude upon the World, There is Gob, and 
that a Great and 1 errible One. I find too now, 3 
that God will not be mocked, although i It was 
my daily Practice in the World to mock” at 
Heaven, and ridicule whatever things are Sacred 
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very "PTY Fe or thoſe L could but get te 
ridicule the ſacred Oracles, I always looked up: 
on to be in a fair Way to become my Diſciples, 
But now the Thoughts thereof are more tor= - 
- mnenting, to me, than all the Torments I ſuſtain 
| by Whips of burning Steel. For nothing more 
| Proyokes the offended Maj jeſty of Heaven, than 
Thus to ridicule what he — made ſo Awful. | 
Epen. By that which you have ſaid, tis caſy 
0 diſcern the great Malignity of Sin againſt the 
Euver- bleſſed God ; from whoſe moſt righteous 
Will and Law, it is a Deviation. And *twas 
. your giving way to Sin, that entailed all 
our Miſeries upon you; and, doubtleſs, "tis -. 
à cruel and tormenting I hought to think, that 
what you ſuffer is moſt juſtly. But tis not my 
| Deſign to aggravate your Miſeries, only I'd ask 
another Queſtion that I'd be reſolved: I heard 
your ſelf and others in the ſame Condition with 
vou, cry out of burning Steel, and Fire, and 
Ne and yet I cannot diſcern it: Where 
there is Fire, there muſt be ſome degree of Light; = 
and yet for ought appears to me, you are Nut” | 
In utter Darkneſs. 5 
Hobbs. Othat I could but ſay, I felt no Fire: 
| How eaſy would my Torments be, to thar which ; 
now I find em ! But out alas, the Fire that we 
| endure, ten thouſand Times exceeds all culinary - 
Fire in Fierceneſs; and is of a quite different 
Nature from it: Which you already well ob- 
el in one W Phich is that there i -: I 
no | 
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2» all the Fire in Hell, 


no 0 Light at Whew 91 17 it, as does apt = 
but notwithſtanding: 1 
we are in utter Darkneſs, 5 
is of 

preying and devouring Nature; for whatſoever 4 

it takes hold off, 
when it meets with no more Fewel, it goes out. 
But here it is not ſo; for though it burns wick 
that tremendous Fierceneſs, which none but 
- thoſe that feel. it know, yet does itnot conſume, LE 
We ſhall ever be burning, yet. = 


not burned : Tis a tormenting, but not con- 


n 
. k 
7 : 
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Fire as burns on Earth; 
But then the Fire you burn on Earth, 


it confumes to Aſhes; 


nor never will: 


ſuming Fire, The Fire chat is burned on Earth, 


2 corporeal Fire, and cannot ſeize on imma- 

terial Subſtances ; and ſuch are Souls: Bur here 
on our Souls, and puts em 7 = 
to Pain fo exquiſite and ſo tormenting, as can- 
not be expreſt. . 


the Fire ſeizes u 


It was my Ignorance of this, « 
when upon Earth, that made me ridicule the 


own Coſt, I find too 


: Joo of immaterial Subſtances being burnt by, 


re: Which here to my 


true. And then another Difference berwixt | 


o 
/ 


| whenever you pleaſe, an 


"the Fire that burns us here, and that which burns” 
on Earth, is this, That you can kindle that 
wore it when you 

; this Fire is kind- 


will: But here *tis otherwi 


ie by the Breath of Heaven, like to a Stream 


of Brimſtone, and it burns for ever; and there- 
fore is moſt properly tid, Fire unquenchable, /* 
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which here is like to be our everſting doe, 1 


Re 


3 A 


2 8 I 5 _ 
_ -- 


FP” bs ' ThelWorld? to 12 a Tr 


S$ 's I 


. And this is what [ have to er unto the laſt 
ſad Queſtion that you asked me. 


Epen. Sad indeed, ſaid I! See what Almigh- | 


| ty Power can inflict on thoſe that violate his 


righteous Law.— ! was a making ſome further 


Obſervations on what I heard, . when the relent- 


leſs Fiend, that was before tormenting of 'em 


us interrupted me. 
Devil. You ſee by him what ſort of Men 


55 were, when in the World, and don't . 


vou think that they deſerve the Puniſhment ey : 
| undergo? 


Epen. To which Tanſwered doubtleſs it is 


the juſt Reward of Sin which now they ſuffer ; 


and which hereafter you ſhall ſuffer too: For 
you. as well as they, have ſinned againſt the 
Ever-blefſed God; and for your Sin, ſhall ſuf- 


fer the Juſt Vengeance of Eternal Fire. Nor is 


it in the leaſt any Excuſe to ſay, you never 


| doubted the Being of a God; for though you 


knew there was a God, yet you rebelled againſt 


3 him; and therefore may be juſtly puniſhed with 


Everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of the 


Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. 


Devil. To this the Fiend reply*d, Tis true | 


' we know we ſhall be puniſhed as thou haſt ſaid; 


1 but if it be a Reaſon why Mankind ſhould 4 80 


Pity ſhew'd them, becauſe they fell through the 
* Temptations of tlie Devil ; *tis the ſame Caſe 
with me, and all the reſt of the inferior Spirits, | 


bor we were tempted by the bright Sun of the 
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Morning, to e Part ich "EF And than 
fore tho Toh this aggravates the Crime of Luci: 
fer, it ſhould extenuate that of inferior Spirits; ß 
> Angel. To this my. bright Conductor (who |} 
had not ſpoken to them ſince my coming hither) 
thus reply d, with a ſtern angry Countenanc 
O thoy Apoſttae wicked lying Spirit! dn 
thou Sim thoſe Things and ſee me here? , 
Doſt thou not know, it Was thy proud Heart 
made thee take. Part with Lucifer againſt- the 
bleſſed God, who had created thee a glorious 
Creature: But priding of thy ſelf in thy own _ 
Beauty, thou would' ſt have been above thy bleſ- 
| ſed Creator, and fo wert ready to take Part 
with Lucifer, and juſtly art with him caſt down - 
to Hell; and thy former Comelineſs and Beauty 
changed to that horrid monſtrous Form, in which 
now thou appeareſt, as the juft Puniſhmenc of 
thy rebellious Pride. 
Devil. To this the Apoſtate Spirit only laid, 
Why doſt thou thus invade our Territories, and 
come here to torment us &er. our time? And 
when he had faid this, he ſlunk away, as if be 
durſt not ſtay to have an Anſper. 3 nies 
Epen. The Fiend being gone, I faid to my 
Conductor, ſomething L have already heard a- 
bout the Fall of the * Angels, but have a 
great deſire to be informed. 1 in the Particulars 
: thereof more full. 
Angel. To this my. Guardian Angel a1 
me, 85 * ſhale once - have {Putt off thy 
| or 
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tene, ans: be tranſlated to + ike Bleſs 4 
dove, there thou ſhalt know ſuch things as now | 


thou canſt not apprehend. And therefore in 
thy preſent State, deſire not to be wiſe above 


what's Written. It is enough to know the An- 
gels ſinned, and for their Sin were caſt down to 
Hell. But how pure Spirits ſhould have a 


| Thought riſe-in their Hearts againſt the eternal 


Purity that firſt created them, is what thou art 


not capable of comprehending now. The An- 


gelick Spirits are free Agents all, created ſo by 
the Almighty, who loves to have a free and 
willing Service offered him by all his Creatures; 3 
and this, the ſacred Oracles informs you, is 
called a reaſonable Service; and Angels had a 
time for their Probation, even in Heaven, as 
Vell as Adam had in Paradiſe; and like him, 
was created in a Poſſibility of Falling: But as 
** Fall of Adam was repaired by the great Pro- 
miſe of the bleſſed Mſſiab; ſo all thoſe bleſſed 
_ Spirics, that kept their Station in the great De- 
fection of the Apoſtate Angels, are, through 
the wondrous Grace of the Meſiab, confirmed 
therein for ever; that he might be the Head o 
. Angels too, as well as Men, and bave in al! 


3 — the Pre- eminence, as well becomes the e- 


ternal Son of God.—But you have feen enough 

in-theſe black Realms of Miſery and Woe, to 
ſhew the Glory of eternal Juſtice, which eyen 
the damned Spiritsewn to be ſo. For when that 


1 8 oy: ſhall come, in which the Bo-. 
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dies of the Dead ſhall ok and be PE”) to 
their Souls again, and then appear before the 
Judgment- Seat, there is none of theſe Black 
Souls but will plead Guilty, and juſtify the Judg- 
ment of Damnation, that they ſhall then hear 
God pronounce againſt em. 1 

Epen | have obſerved, faid I, thatall of them 
complain moſt of the Torment that ariſes from 
their own Senſe of Guilt ; which juſtifies the 
Juſtice of the Puniſhment. This gloomy 
Priſon is the beſt Glaſs to behold Sin in its moſt 
proper Colours. For were there not the greateſt: 
Malignity in Sin, it would not be rewarded with 
ſo extream a Puniſhment. | 

Angel, Your Inference is very Natural but 
there is yet a better Glaſs than this, to ſee the 
juſt Demerits due to Sin: And that is by Con- 
templation to behold the bleſſed Son of God up- 
on the Croſs: There we may ſee the dier Effects 
of Sin: There we may ſee its true Malignity, 
For all the Sufferings of the damned here, , are 
but the Sufferings of Creatures ſtill; but on the 
Croſs you ſee a ſuffering God. | 

Epen. Surely, ſaid J, Juſtice and Mercy did 
never ſo Triumph and Kiſs each other, as in 
that fatal Hour. For Juſtice here was fully ſa- 
tisfied in the juſt Puniſhment of Sin; and Mer- . 
cy triumphed, and was pleaſed, beeauſe hereby 


Salvation for poor Sinners was effected. And G 1 


eternal Praiſes to his holy Name for ever! That 
K „ 5 -. 
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by * guns has made me willing to accept of 


this Salvation. and thereby to become an Heir 


of Glory: For I remember ſome of thoſe loſt 
MWretches here, have in their bitter Lamenta- 


tions urged, That when Salvation has been of- 
fered them, they have refuſed it. It was there- 


fore Grace alone that help'd me to accept it. 


My ſhining Guardian told me hereupon, That 
Mk he — now conduct me to the Earth again, 
and leave me there, to wait with Faith and Pa- 


. tience, till my expected. happy Change ſhould 


come. And added likewiſe, That it would 


be my Wiſdom-to retain always a due Senſe 


of my own Unworthineſs ; for to be vile in my 


own Eyes, would make me precious in the Sight 
of God: And that I ſhould not take that Cau- 


tion ill; becaufe the Enemy of Souls is readieſt 


with Temptations, to puff up thoſe who have 


bas. great Diſcoveries and Revelations of the 


Mind of God: For there is nothing that the 


Devil aims at more, than to deſtroy thoſe who 


are moſt dear to God: And though he ever 
fails in his Attempts, he is unwearied ſtill in his 


Endeavours; and oftentimes prevails ſo far a- 
gainſt em, as to per ſwade em to commit thoſe 


Sins, which makes em afterwards 8⁰ Mourning : 


to their Graves. 


1 gave him Thanks for the good Cound be 


had given me, and told him I ſhould. be n 


| 


wanting to my Lell, if I ſhould not accept it fe 
1 , 8 


Ions of "Hell. 1 


the greateſt Kindneſs he could ſhew me. Come 
then, ſaid he, and let us leave theſe Realms of 


Woe and Horror to the Poſſeſſion of their black 


| Inhabitants ——And in a very little ſpace of 
Time, I found my ſelf on Earth again, and in 
that very Place where I deſigned to have com- 
mitted that black Sin of being my on Murder- 
er, overcome by the Temptations of the Devil, 
who had perſwaded me there was no God, as 
in the beginning of the Book related. — 3 
what Way it was that I came thither, Iam not 
at all able to determine. As ſoon as I was by * - 
the Bank that I before had ſat on, the: bright 
Appearance, by whom I had been all alo 1 
conducted, ſaid to me. F 
Ang. Now Epenetus, you know where you = 
are, and I muſt ſtay no longer with you now w-: 
I have another Miniſtration to attend. Praiſe 
him that ſits upon the Throne for ever, who has 
all Power 1 in Heaven, Earth, and Hell, 


3 


For all the Winders of bis Lobe nd G race; 
That he bas Bern you in ſo ſhort a 8 


Epen. As I was going to reply to him, my 
bright Conductor di ſappear'd, and Iwas left alone. 
And having for ſome Time conſidered of tee 
amazing Viſions I had ſeen, and of the wondrous _— 
Things that I had heard, I ſcarce believed I 
| Was again on Earth; nor did I know what time - 
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it was J had been abſent. And then reſolving 


to return to my own Hahitation, I firſt kneeled 


down and prayed that I might never loſe a live- 
ly Senſe of all thoſe wondrous Things that had 
been ſhown me; and then roſe up again, 
bleſſing and praiſing God for all his Goodneſs, - 
and much admiring at his wondrous Grace and 


Condeſcenſion. 


Being returned unto my Houſe, my Family 
were much ſurprized to ſee my Countenance ſo 
ſtrangely chang'd; and looked upon me as if 
they ſcarce had known me. 

I aſked them what the meaning WAS, of ther. 


unuſual Admiration ? 
They anſwered, *T was the Alteration in My 


| Viſage that had caus'd it. | 
In what reſpect, ſaid I, is it that I am 1 


tered © > HR 
They, told me, Yeſterday my looks were e ſo 

extreamly clouded and caſt down, I ſeemed the 

very. Image of Deſpair : But now my Face ap- 
eared- abundantly more Beautiful, and carried 

all the Marks of perfect Joy and Satisfaction 

in it. 

If you had dem, ſaid J. what! dam ſeen to 


Day, you would not wonder at the Change e you 
ſee.— Then going into my Cloſet, I took my 


Pen and 915 "and there writ down * I had 


he ard i 
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Fleer of Hell. ee a | 


| heard and ſeen, declaring the whole wider from 
the firſt to laſt + To which are ſubjoined the 
Poems following on Heaven and Hell. All 
' which I hope may have the ſame Effect on thoſe 
that read them, as s they had upon me in writing 
them. — ; 


Now to the King Eternal, Immortal. 
Invifible, the Only Wiſe G O P, be 
Glory for ever, Amen. 
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To whoſe Bleſſing I Recommend it, 


JohN Bunyan, | 
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PROSPECT 
les x | 
From Dr. WAT IS. 


+ HERE is Land ef pure Delight, 
55 As Where Saints immortal reign ; 
+ TOY ' Infenite Day excludes the Night, 
Aud Pleaſures baniſh Pain. 


: here everlaſling Spring abies, ” 
. Aud never-withering Flowers; 
| Death like a narrow Sea divides, 

This Heavenly Land from ours. 


bee Fields beyond the felling Flood, 
. and dreſs'd in living Green; 
Sg "$849 tbe Jews old Canaan flood, 
A 5 Ee 2 — I bile Jordan rollid between. 
"But timerous Mortals fart and rial. 
75 croſs this narrow Sta; | 
| nd linger ſhivering on the Brink, 

And fear to launch away. 
1 Cou'd we but climb where Mosss ford, 
3 And vitau the Region o'er ; r 
| | Net Jordan's ream, nor Death's cold Joes, NETS. 
E 8 7 4 _ us from the Shore, 9 renee: 
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Pure are the Joys above the Shy, 
5 Aud all the Region, Peace, 
| No ewanton Lips, nor envions Eye, 


Can ſee or taſte the Bliſs. e 
There ſhall we hee the Saints above, 3 


In their own glorious Forms ; 
And wonder why our Souls did love, 
To dwell with mortal Worms, 


Soon make that Day, feweet Lord, appear | 2 
hen aue ſball dwell Above ; 

And fland and bow among em there, 
Thy Cy ſing, and love. 
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From Dr. WAT F 


1H hely Fear and humble Seng, 
; The dreadful Gor adere; * © 
Rew'rence and Awe becomes the Tongue, 


7. vat Speaks his diradful Power. 2 
Far inthe Deep, aohere Darkneſs dwells, e Ll phe 
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Fus has built a diſmal 1 125 en en 
And flor” d up Vengeance there. aan TE 


Eternal Plagues and heavy Chains, _ Mo . 
Tormenting Racks and Coals ; 5 | | 

Satan darts forth immortal Pains, 
On wretched, damned Souls. 9 


There Satan, the firſt Sinner lies, 

= Noars, (bites his Iron Bands; 

R In vain the Rebel ſtriwes to riſe, 
Ciruſb d auith Gob's aueighty Hands. 


There guilty Ghoſts of Adam” s Race, | — ll 
Shrick out beneath his Roa; | | 
8 they could ſcorn a SaviouR's Grace, 
Aud griev'd as angry GoD. 


Tab Multitudes of Sinners his, 
And Darkneſs makes their Chains ; 
Tortur d with deep Deſpair they cry, 
Tet avail for Hercer Pains. 


Nor all their Anguiſh and their Blood, A = 
For their old Guilt attones; © 

Nor the Compaſſion of a Gop, a : 

_ Shall hearken to their Groans. | 


05. ! avretched State of deep Deſpair, 
To ſee their God remove; 

And fix their doleful Station, where 
= 0 never taſte his Love. 


F 1 „ 


